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GEORGE 
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PRINCE EDWARD, 
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| OF THE | | 
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BOTH WITH REGARD TO 


FAITH AND PRACTICE, 
IS WITH ALL HUMILITY, 


DEVOTED AND INSCRIBED, 


BY THEIR MOST DUTIFUL 
AND 


MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


JOSEPH SMITH. 


theſe Lectures into the Preſs, there are 
two material Queſtions, that may reaſon- 
ably be made, which I think myſelf o- 
bliged, before I enter upon them, to give 
proper * to in my own Vindication, 


* 
Firſt, * What Occaſion there is to 
© trouble the Publick with a Treatiſe on 
this Divine Subject, which has from 


Pl cc time 


it. , The PREFACE. 


< time to time been ſo accurately and 
*«-coptouſly handled by much abler Pens, 
te that there is nothing New to be faid, or 


<< writ upon it; eſpecially in ſo narrow a 
M6 1 as it is here reduced to? 


The beſt A pology I —— to offer for 
this is, that I am but too ſenſible of my 
own Deficiency in both theſe Reſpects, and 
that I fall far ſhort of the Great Men that 
have gone before me in the Copiouſneſs of 
the Matter, as well as the Elegance and 
Politeneſs of the Style, which I pretend 


not to vie with them in. But, as I have 


omitted nothing of Importance that came 
within my Reach, either with Regard to 
the Arguments themſelves, or the Solutions 
of the Objections urged under the ſeve- 
ral Heads here treated of; ſo I cannot but 
perſwade myſelf, that the ſhorter they 


are, the more eaſily and thoroughly they 
will be peruſed by the Generality of Rea- 
ders, and the more likely, therefore, to 

N be remembered, and reduced to Practice, 


than 


. 


The PREFACE: Tt 
than when dilated and ſwelled into + 


Moe: larger Size. 


Secondly, © The next Queſtion. that a- 
e riſes from this is, that, if they are de- 
„ ſigned for the General Uſe and Benefit 
* of the Community, Why ſhould they 
e be compoſed in the Scholaſtick Way 


of Writing, expreſſed in the Metaphyſi- 


« cal Terms and Diſtinctions, and inter- 
« mixed with Greet and Latin Sentences 
* from the Ancient Moraliſts, which the 
« greateſt Part of the Vulgar Readers are 
quite Strangers to, and can be but little 


- 3 e by!“ 


— anſwer to this I beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that having originally taken my Plan 
from Biſhop W1LK ins's Principles of -Na- 
tural Religion, where the greateſt Part of 
thoſe Quotations occur, (as properly ſuited to 
the Audience they were firſt addreſſed to) I 
was unwilling to drop them on this Occa- 
Gon; BEING inclined to believe that as there 

a 2 is 
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is nothing in the whole Compoſition below 
the Curioſity of Perſons of the firſt Rank 
in Point of Learning and Abilities to em- 
ploy their Thoughts upon; So neither is 
there any Thing ſo far above the Capaci- 
ties of the Other, (as to the main Drift and 
Subſtance of what is offered upon each 
Head) but what, by the Help of the Ex- 
plications there given of them, may be 
readily underſtood, and applied to the beſt 
Advantage. So that they cannot well fail, 
if read with Care and Attention, to haves 1 
good Effect upon Both. 


The Former, 0 Inclinations have 
led them more to the Study of Claſſical 
Learning, than that of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, may here be agreeably entertained 
in their own Way, by having their Me- 
mories refreſhed, and their Judgments con- 
firmed in the Principles they had before 
imbibed ; and the latter more convincing- 
ly edified and eſtabliſhed in Theirs, out of 

mere me to be outdone by the very 
| Heathens 


e 


The PR E FAC E. 


Heathens in the Moral Duties of Religion, 
which Natural Reaſon, with the Super- 
ſtructure of Divine Revelation, more in- 
diſpenſibly obliges them to pay to the 
Almighty Redeemer, as well as Creator 
and Governor of the World. 


* 


In all which Reſpects, as tis doubtleſs a 
Subject of the greateſt Importance to be 
rightly underſtood and conſidered by all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men among us; 
ſo it cannot but be allowd, that the more 
different Lights it is ſet and viewed in, the 
more likely it is to anſwer that Purpoſe : 
And all, I fear, but too little to ſtem the 
over-bearing Torrent of Infidelity, Impiety, 
and Licentiouſneſs of every Kind, which 
has of late. more than ever, been flowing 
in upon us, and which, if a timely Stop be 
not put to it, muſt inevitably bring down 


the Divine Judgments on our Heads. 


To avert this Impending Danger, the 
moſt effectual Way that can be thought of, 
1s 


vi The PREFACE. 
is to unite in our Joint Endeavours, to ſow 
the ſalutary Seeds of this Divine Faith and 
- Knowledge in the Hearts of all under our 
immediate Care and Charge; But more 
eſpecially thoſe of tender Years, who are na- 
turally more ſuſceptible of looſe and vicious 
Impreſſions, and conſequently more liable 
to be ſeduced and corrupted by thoſe bold 
- Abettors of Atheiſtical Principles, that are 
very where advancing, and gaining Ground 
in their Attacks, ——It was this Conſider- 
ation chiefly, which firſt moved me to 
draw up this Compendious Summary, as a 
proper Preſervative againſt them, without 
any Deſign at that Time of voting the 


Publick with it. 


It has lain by me for ſeveral Years, and 
would have done ſo ſtill, if I had not been 
induced to commit it to the Preſs by the 
pleaſing Proſpect J had in View, of con- 
tributing my Mite towards the Inſtilling 
the fundamental Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion „ Into the Minds of our Growing 
Youth 
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The PRE FAC E. wi 
Youth in the publick Schools, and Uni- 
verſities, and other Seminaries of Education 
elſewhere; As being the moſt likely Means, 
in my Opinion, to prevent the further 
Spreading. of Infidelity in the next Age, 
though it ſeems, I fear, to have taken too 
deep Root amongſt us to hope for a preſent 
Suppreſſion of it in this. 


"Tis there the Ground-work of Refor- 
mation, in Point of Principles, as well as 
Practice, muſt be laid. And from thence 
it muſt be derived, as tis to be hoped in 
due Time it will, to anſwer that deſired 
Effect. But whatever the Succeſs be, I 
have diſcharged what I thought my Duty, 
and leave the Reſt to the Divine Diſpoſal, 
on whoſe Grace and Providence alone the 
final Iſſue of it depends. 


All IT have farther to advertiſe the Reader 
of is, that I have ſubjoined to theſe Lec- 
tures a DiſEOUTSs yet more Practical and 
Perſwaſive, on the great Neceſſity and Im- 


portance 
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portance of Divine Wiſdom and Knowledge 
in general, as it conduces, above all others, 
not only to advance the Dignity and Per- 
fection of our Rational Nature, but to 
promote and ſecure our Temporal as well 
as Spiritual Happineſs, both in this World 
and the next. To which I have like- 
wiſe added, an earneſt Exhortation, more 
particularly addreſſed to the Deiſts and 
Freethinkers of the preſent Age, to fore- 
warn them of the apparent Dangers they 
expoſe themſelves to by the Libertine Prin- 
Ciples they ſeem to value themſelves upon; 
To ſet: before them the irreparable Miſ- 
chiefs they do to the Civil, no leſs than the 
Ecclefiaſtical State in that Reſpect; and 


by the moſt prevalent and engaging Argu- 
ments I could urge in ſo narrow a Compaſs, 


to bring them to a better Senſe of the Di- 
vine Authority and Perfection of that Holy 
Religion they are taking ſo much Pains to 


2 and oppoſe. 
2 07 
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* * 


The favourable Reception this Book. has 


) 
| met with from the Publick, notwithſtanding 
1 the Diſcouragements generally. complained 
. of in the Diſpoſal of Religious Treatiſes of 
b this fort, and the many Errors and Miſtakes 
1 in the firſt Impreſſion, cannot but be conſtrued 
- as a ſuſficienty Motive in both thoſe Reſpeckłs 
y to induce me to publiſh a Second Edition of it. 
3 But there is yet another Motive much 
= more Preſſing and Important than theſe, 
e which I think myſelf obliged to appriæt my 
d Readers of; iz. That the firſt Edi. 
J= tion being only a Sketch of what was far- 
, ther intended to be enlarged upon in caſe 
2 it net with a favourable Reception (as 
ly indeed it has done beyond what I expected) 
to T was much entreated and encouraged by 


two or three particular Friend to pub- 

liſh it under my on Name; 

with ſuch Additions, Alterations, and Im- _ 

provements in the ſeveral diſtinc Trac, 
b and 


3 . p 
EO, * 106 - SCRIPT. 
” ad Branches of which it confilt, as I thought 
_ would beſt anfuwer the moſt Extenſroe, Uſe- 
ul and Edifying Purpoſes I propoſed to the 
Publick by it,———The Particulars of which 
T am inclined to hope will likewiſe be well 
received, tho* I am but too ſenſible of the 
Occafion there will ſtill be to beſpeak their 
Candour in the favourable Peruſal of them. 


N. B. That the firſt Sheet of the 
Preliminary Diſſertation was by Miſtake 
printed off without the Running Title, 
which the Readers are deſir d to excuſe. 
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Preliminary Diſſertation 
In DEFENCE of the 


HOLY SCRIPTURES 


AGAINST 
INFIDELS and. FREETHINKERS 
of all Denominations, 


Wich Proper Rules and Directions neceſlary for the 
Right Uſe and Application of them. 


28 Belief ; in Him- is the Per- 
fection of our Nature and Eter- 
nal Life the ultimate End of it, is 
a Principle which every Man, that 
is bleſſed with the true Uſe of his 
Reaſon, and believes his Soul to be 

=. Immortal 


5 1 
Immortal, muſt neceſſarily yield a 
ready Aſſent to. For, as the Un- 
derſtanding is properly a Faculty of 
knowing, and the Will of deſiring, and 
the Choice of the one depends upon 
the Judgment of the other; ſo the 
utmoſt Perfection they are reſpec- 
tively capable of, muſt conſiſt in the 
Attainment of ſuch a Knowledge as 
leads us to the Enjoyment of the 
greateſt Good. 

Tis this Knowledge alone, as the 
wiſeſt of Men has told us, that en- 
lightens the Eyes, and converts the 
Soul; that gives to our Heads a 
Crown of Glory, and to our Hearts 
an Ornament of Grace: "Tis this that 
enobles and embelliſhes our Nature, 
raiſes us to a nearer Reſemblance with 
God; and infuſes into our Minds a 
due Notion of our Obligation on that 
Principle to worſhip and obey Him, 
A. _ 


( 1 
according to thoſe Revelations he 3 


ouchGaſed us of Himſelf, and the 
Laws and Rules he has preſcribed us 
to walk by. 

Without this, the other Sort of 
Knowledge, which we call Human, 
is only a Compound of Error and Ig- 
norance, which being deſtitute of 
Light and Aſſiſtance from Heaven, 
dwells only upon the Surface and 
Shadows of divine Truth, which ſoars 
too high above the Reach of our 
Reaſon to come at. Tis at beſt but 
a ſpecious and imaginary Sort of 
Amuſement, which (as the Apoſtle 
St. Paul obſerves) puffs up, but does 
not edify. It fills Men's Minds with 
Pride and Self-conceit, and makes 
them ſo far Idolaters to the Oracle 
of Human Reaſon, that they think 


themſelves too wiſe to ſubmit to, or 


be guided by the Oracles of God's 
A 2 Mora, 


(4 ) 
Word, and fo either turn Infidels, 
and run down all Revelation as Im- 
poſture, or fall into the Extravagance 
of Hereſy or Enthuſiaſm, which are 
no leſs dangerous. 
The many deplorable Inſtances we 
have, in the preſent looſe Age, of 
Perſons who thus make &. hipwreck of 
their Faith, and endeavour 'to per- 
vert and corrupt the Faith of others, 
make. Diſſertations of this Nature 
from the Preſs, as well as the Pulpit, 
but too neceſſary to be inſiſted on. 
And that, not only becauſe 'tis of 
all others the moſt Spiritual and Sub- 
lime, and therefore not to be ex- 
preſſed in ſuch plain and familiar Lan- 
guage, as the more practical Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity are; but becauſe tis 
the principal Foundation upon which 
all the reſt are built, and the previous 
Condition N requires inScrip- 
ture 


65) 
ture to entitle us to a gracious Ac- 
ceſs to, and Acceptance with the Di- 
vine Being, either in this World, or 
the nekt. 

It muſt indeed be owned, that the 
vaſt Extent of this Subject, and the 
Immenſe Diſtance and Diſpropor- 
tion there is between the Infinity 


and Omniſcience of the Divine Na- 


ture, and the finite Scantineſs and 
Ignorance of our own, puts it beyond 
our Power, on this Side Heaven, to 
come to an adequate Conception 
of it. But ſince God has been 
pleaſed to ſupply that Defect by the 
clear Revelations vouchſafed us of 
himſelf in the Sacred Scriptures, 
which teſtify of him It muſt like- 
wile be owned, that, however Dif- 
ficult and Diſcouraging this Know- 
ledge may appear at firſt View to 
the Weak, and Indolent, and Licen- 


tious 


= 


(6) 
tious Part of the Chriftian World, it 
can by no Means be pleaded as an 
Excuſe for the Neglect of their beſt _ 
Endeavours to ſearch into, and at- 


tain it. 


Tis a Condition upon which their 
Eternal Safety and Intereſt depend, 
which to Creatures endued with Rea- 
ſon (if they would exerciſe it, as it 
highly behoves them to do) is a Point 
of fuchWeightand Importance, as will 
not ſuffer them, without wilful Blind- 
neſs and Incogituncy to be fupinely 
careleſs or indifferent in it; having 
but too much Reaſon to fear, that 
they will otherwiſe ſtand ſelf- con- 
demned and inexcuſable for that 
Neglect. | 
Their Contempt and Diſregard of 
what God has there revealed, will 
provoke him to give them up to the 
wild, pernicious Con ectures and Ima- 
ginations 


(7) 

ginations of their own corrupt 
Hearts; and conſequently to the 
Deluſions of that Spirit of Darkneſs, 
whoſe chief Delight and Ambition 
is to lead them Captive at bis Mill. 
The only plauſible Plea they have 
to buoy up themſelves with, is a pre- 
tended Inability in Point of Under- 
it '#F derſtanding for ſo difficult and ſub- 
int lime a Taſk; and ſome Caſes, no 
vill Doubt there are, where it may 
1d- equitably be 'claimed and admitted 
ely of, to ſuch a Degree at leaſt, as 
ing Reaſon and Conſcience appear to be 
hat on their Side. For as the natural 
Parts and Capacities of Men are very 
Different, as their Opportunities and 
Advantages for attaining to it like- 
wile are; ſo the Meaſures and De- 
grees God expects to receive from 
them, are Greater, or Leſs, in Pro- 
portion thereto. For the Goſpel 
| Rule 


(8) 
Rule is, that to ubm much is given, 
of him ſhall much be required, Luke 
xii. 48. and that (as St. Paul tells us) 
is to be accepted according to what a 
Man hath, and not according to what 
he hath not received. 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
But then on the other Hand it is 
to be conſidered, that this favourable 
Allowance muſt neceſſarily be pre- 
ſuppoſed to be entirely excluſive of 
all wilful and affected Ignorance in 
this Reſpect; which is confeſſedly 
ſo far from leſſening; or palliating, 
that it greatly aggravates and enhances 
the Guilt of it. And how few are 
there who have any juſt Pretence to 
be excepted out of this Number? 
How many on the contrary are there, 
who, out of a Supine, Careleſs Tem- 
per, negle&t the Means of Know- 
ledge here offered them, becauſe 
they will not be at the Pains and 


Trou- 


(9) 
Trouble to make Uſe of them ; or 
(which is yet worſe) have ſo far ſet 
their Hearts upon the Vanities and 
Vices of this World, as wilfully to 
decline looking at all into the Spiri- 
tual Objects and Obligations of the 
Wext ? 
Brightneſs of Parts with proper 
SY Acquirements of Learning ſuitable to 
of them, are doubtleſs of great ' Uſe 
in and Advantage for a higher Attain- 
dly ment of this Divine Knowledge; and 
Ng, the ſtricter Account therefore muſt be 
ces expected from thoſe, who are bleſſed 
are with them, to be hereafter called to, if 
to they neglect or pervert them. But as 
to the more Vulgar and Ignorant 
Set of Chriſtians, the like Strictneſs 
is not required. Their Duties are 
generally known, and common 
to all, and though they lie inter- 
ſperſed in ſeveral Parts of the Holy 
B Bible, 


(0) f 
Bible, yet as they are all collected and 
brought into a narrow Compaſs in 
our Church Catechiſm, and other 
practical Tracts (of which great Num- 
bers are yearly publiſhed and diſ- 
perſed for that Purpoſe) there is now 
no Room left for any Complaints of 
that Kind. | 
The ſeveral Rules of Piety, Cha- 
rity, and Righteouſneſs, which are 
eſteemed ſufficient to make Men 
wiſe, and entitle them 20 Salvation 
are every where ſo frequently incul- 
cated and enforced, and that in ſuch 
plain and familiar Terms and. Ex- 
preſſions, as are eaſy to be under- 
| ſtood, and may therefore by Divine 
Grace be reduced to Practice, as 
they ought to be by all good Chri- 
ſtians, without Exception. And as 
to their Faith in Point of Doctrine, 
however Weak and Imperfect in it- 
ſelt, 


( IT ) 

ſelf, if it be ſteady and ſincere 
without Diſguiſe, it will in Mercy be 
accepted of, and rewarded as ſuch.— 
And though Doubts and Scruples 
may on ſome Occaſions happen to 
ariſe in their Minds; yet, as the 
Prieſis Lips are to preſerve Know- 
ledge, they need only have Recourſe 
to the Counſel and Inſtructions of 
Hen their Spiritual Paſtors, to inform and 
Zion and ſet them right in the true Chri- 
2ul- ſtian Notions they ought to have of 
uch thoſe Matters. 3H, 

But to crown all theſe Directions 

with the beſt Aſſurances of Succeſs, 
there is another Duty yet more ne- 
ceſſary for them to be urged and 
exhorted to; and that is, that they 
would begin and end all their Endea- 
vours for the Attainment of this 
Knowledge, with hearty and devout 
Prayers to the Throne of God's 
B 2 Grace, 


(12) 
Grace, to beg his Divine Aſſiſtance 
and Concurrence therein, and join 
with the Royal Prophet in that pious 
Ejaculation, Pſal. cxix. 33, 34. 
« Teach me, O Lord, the Way of 
« thy Statutes, and I ſhall keep it 
« unto the End: Give me Underſtand- 
c ing, and I ſhall keep thy Law; 
« yea, I ſhall keep it with my whole 
“Heart. 


8ECTION I. 


The firſt and fundamental Objec- 
tion which the Atheiſts make uſe 
of upon this Head is grounded on 
the Diſbelief of any Divine Revela- 
tion whatever, which makes them 
reſolutely bent againſt all the Argu- 
ments, that can be brou ght from 
thoſe ſacred Writings to prove it 
They will riot allow them to be a 
proper Medium for the Demonſtra- 


tion 


| (13) 

tion of God's Exiſtence ; but give it 
the Name of a Circular Probation, 
which all the ancient Philoſophers 
in their ſyllogiſtical Forms of arguing, 
have excepted againſt as invalid and 
defective. 

But what is this to the great Point 
now before us ? Is there not an In- 
finite Difference and Diſtinction to 
be made between Objects purely Spi- 
ritual and Eternal, and thoſe of a 
Material and Temporal Nature? Muſt 
not the former, which is allowed 


to be far above our Comprehenſion, 


be excepted from the common 
Rule of Reaſoning about Things 
that fall within the Reach of our 
Capacities to comprehend? The Caſe 
no Doubt is Extraordinary, and ſo 
alſo muſt the Way of judging and 
diſcourſing of it be; otherwiſe the 
Heavenly Hoſt of Spiritual Beings 


and 
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and Angels above muſt not be thought 
of, or argued about at all, which is 
in Reality the main End our Infidel 
Opponents on this Head ſeem to 

have in their View. | 
But ſetting aſide this Metaphyſical 
Fallacy, as nothing to the preſentPur- 
poſe, and that I may argue with the 
Deiſts upon the Foot of their beloved 
Reaſon, (which they arbitrarily pre- 
ſume to make the only Teſt and 
Standard of all Truth, Divine as well 
as Human:) The beſt and ſhorteſt 
Way I can think of for that Purpoſe 
is, to lay down ſome general and 
ſelf-evident Poſitions, with regard to 
the Nature, Authority, and Obliga- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, and draw 
ſuch brief Inferences and Arguments 
from them, as will, I hope, be ſuf- 
- ficient with every Impartial Reader, 
Cds | to 


(15) 
to obviate their Cavils and Objections 
them, viz. 

C That God ſhould publiſh A 
« ſtanding Revelation of his Nature 
c and Will to Mankind, and point out 
« ſuch Doctrines and Precepts to 
te them, as rational and free Agents, 
% for the Rule of their Faith and 
£ Conduct of their Lives.-----And, 


© << that he ſhould enforce it with ſuch 


6 Sanctions as were neceſſary to thoſe 
te Ends, are Truths ſo highly ra- 


tional in themſelves, and ſo univer- 


ſally believed and acknowledged as 


ſuch, both by Jews and Chriſtians (to 


whom they were ſucceſſively pro- 
mulged) that they cannot be denied 
or gainſayed without a manifeſt Force 
upon Reaſon itſelf. 

As will ye tmore fully and diſtindly 
appear, from the following Conſider- 
ations, to wit, Firſt, from the Uni- 

formity 
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formity and near Alliance there is 
between the Old Teſtament and the 
. New, with Regard to the general 
Scheme and Purport of both ; on 
which Account they are juſtly com- 
pared to two Indentures that exactly 
tally and correſpond with each other. 
Secondly, from the noted Har- 
mony and Agreement among the ſe- 
veral inſpired Writers, whoſe Names 
they bear, notwithſtanding the dif- 
ferent and diftant Times and Places 
wherein they were written, which 
takes off all Suſpicion of any fraudu- 
lent Combination they can poſſibly 
be charged with.-----And, Thirdly, 
from the moral Teſts and Criteri- 
ons required in all fuch Caſes 
ta entitle them to our Belief and 
Reception of them, with Reſpect 
to the Number . and Character, as 
well as the undiſguiſed Veracity 
8 and 
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and Diſintereſtedneſs that plainly 
manifeſted itſelf in the open Tefti- 
mony they have given of the ſeveral 
Facts therein related. 

By all which it is beyond Contra- 
diction clear, that they were fo far 
from having any ſelfiſh or wordly In- 
tereſt in View, that, (as our Saviour 
himſelf often foretold them) they had 
nothing elſe but Hatred, Perſecu- 
tion, and Death itſelf to expect for 
their Faith and Zeal in the Propaga- 
tion of his Goſpel, (as many of them 
too-fatally experienced) by ſuffering 
Martyrdom on that Account. 

A Teſtimony fo very convincing to 
their greateſt Enemies, the Jewiſh 
Rulers themſelves, that they could 
not but own the many Miracles 
Chrift wrought amongſt the People, 
though they invidiouſly aſcribed them 
to the Power of the Devil. And there- 

C by 
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by juſtly incurred the Imputation ot 


that groſs Abſurdity he charged them 
with, implied in that ſarcaſtical 
Queſtion which he put to them on 
that Occaſion: IV Satan be divided 
againſt Satan, how then ſhall his 
Kingdom fland ? 


SQ 3A 


But to leave the Deiſts alſo without 
Excuſe, and convince them of the 
Unreaſonableneſs of their Exceptions 
| againſt theſe Divine Revelations; 1 
need only appeal to their own Ex- 
perience, of the natural Weakneſs 
and Depravity of their preſent State, 
to ſhew the manifeſt Contradiction it 
bears to that very Principle they ſo 
preſumptuouſly extol, and claim the 
Privilege of, in Vindication of the 


groſs Errors they undertake to defend 


by =. 


Fork 
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For this is in Truth, a Matter of 
Fact, which they are fo ſenſibly af- 
fected with, that they ſcruple not to 
make Uſe of it, as a Plea for their 
Unbelief of, and Diſobedience, to the 
Divine Laws; upon a groundleſs 
Suppoſition that a Being of ſo mer- 
ciful and gracious a Diſpoſition, as 
God is univerſally repreſented to be, 
will not call them to an Account for 
thoſe Faults and Trangreſſions, which 
in that depraved State of Nature, they 
brought into the World with them, 

it is not in their Power to prevent, or 

avoid. 

An Abſurdity ſo notoriouſly falſe 
and unjuſtifiable, that it is in Effect 
nothing leſs than charging God with 
thoſe Sins, which they themſelves by 
their wilful perſiſting in them, are 
the only Occaſion of.-----It is on this 
very Account likewiſe, we find them 
C 2 ſo 
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ſo forward and” induſtrious to per- 
ſuade themſelves and others, that 
the Evangelical Doctrines are as much 
too ſublime and myſterious for their 
finite Underſtandings to comprehend, 
as its Precepts are too ſtrict for their 
depraved Affections to be regulated 
and reſtrained by. 
It muſt no Doubt be acknow- 
ledged, that there are ſeveral obſcure 
and difficult Paſſages in all ancient 
Laws and Inſtitutions whatſoever, 
which require the utmoſt Skill and 
Judgment of the moſt Learned Inter- 
preters to explain and unfold. How 
much more then muſt we expect to 
find them in the Holy Scriptures, the 
Subject of which is confeſſedly of too 
ſublime and tranſcendent a Nature 
for our ' preſent | Capacities to form 
any adequate Idea of? But as ths 
the Divine Authority of theſe ſacred 
| Writings 
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Writings. can by no Means be in- 
fringed or diminiſhed by the Myſte- 
riouſneſs of them; it muſt be 
equally as abſurd to call in Queſtion 
the former for the Sake of the latter; 
as it is to plead an Excuſe for their 
neglecting to read and. /earch into 
them at all, notwi ing the 
expreſs Command of Chriſt himſelf 


requires it: And the ſacred Charac- 


ter he has impreſſed upon them, of 
being the Wordt of eternal Life, 


the only true Rule of Faith and 


Morals, on which all our future Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery muſt conſequently 
depend. | 

But, without regard to any Conſi- 


derations of this Sort, the Infidel ſtill 


complains of his Ignorance and Ina- 
bility to attain Salvation by them; 
and it is no Wonder he ſhould, when 
the true Cauſe of this Complaint is 

not 
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is not really owing to any Imperfec- 
tion or Defect in that Divine Reve- 
lation; but to his own wilful Per- 
verſeneſs in rejecting the Offer of that 
faving Knowledge and Inſtruction 
of every Kind, that is therein ſet 
eb : 

He will not in Truth be at the 
"Trouble to examine into the genuine 
received Senſe and Meaning of them, 
by comparing the particular Texts, 
which ſeem to differ or interfere with 
each other, and explaining ſuch as 
are moſt obſcure and difficult by. pa- 
rallel Places, -that are more obvious 
and eaſy. to be underſtood ; which is 
the only true Rule of ſuch Interpre- 
tation. But ſo far is he from following 
this Rule, that through an affected 
Ignorance and Inftability in Point of 
Faith, he induſtriouſly perverts it to 
indicate his Unbelief; aj is there- 


fore 
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fore juſtly charged by St. Peter, with 
wreſting it to. bis own Deftrufiin. 
2 Pet. iii. x6;---As.chuſing rather to 
walk on fill in Darkneſs, than to 
ſtand ſelf-condemned for the open 
Breach of thoſe Chriſtian Duties, 
which by the daily Aſſiſtance of the 


he Divine Grace, he might otherwiſe be 
nr enabled to diſchargee. 

5 SE C T. I. 

th But this is a Choice ſo inconſiſtent 


with the Principles of Chriſt's Reli- 
gion, that it cannot otherwiſe be ac- 
counted for, but upon the Foot of 
that true and only valid Reaſon ze 
the Apoſtle St. Paul aſſigns for it, 
That the Natural Man perceiveth not 
the Things of God, neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are onl ly to be 
ſpiritually d ;/cerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
They are not like the ordinary Gifts 


and 
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and Endowments of Human Nature, 
- proportioned to the different Abilities 
and Capacities of Mankind in gene- 
ral; but appropriated in a more-pe- 
culiar Manner, to the inward good 
Qualities and Diſpoſitions of thoſe 
pious Chriſtians, whoſe Principles | 
and Inclinations lead them to em- 
brace and make a right Uſe of them, 
as the only Means by which they 
can hope to reap the happy Fruits 
and Effects they produce. 

For how improbable, or rather 
impoſſible, is it, that a Man, under 
the powerful Influence of his Luſts 
and Paſſions, whoſe Heart is pre- 
poſſeſſed with the Love of the World, 
and the preſent Enjoyment of it, 
ſhould be ready and willing to re- 
ceive the ſpiritual Truths of the Goſ- 
pel Inſtitution, which are ſo dire&- 
ly oppoſite to them, without a pre- 


vious 
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vious Diſpoſition of the Mind to pre- 
pare and incline him to it? The ex- h 
ternal Evidences, which were mani- 
feſted to the World, at the firſt 
preaching of it, may probably work 
ſo far upon his Underſtanding, as out 
of Captiouſneſs, or Curioſity to ſearch 
into the Truth and Validity of them : 
But they cannot Influence his Will 
and Affections to embrace the Doc- 
trines, or conform to the Precepts 


therein preſcribed. 


8 EGT. IV. 


It is upon this Account we find 
our Saviour Chriſt is ſo ſollicitous 
to warn his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers of the great Lukewarmneſs 
and Indifference he obſerved among 
them in that Reſpect; by declaring 
to them, that thoſe, and thoſe only 
who did his Will ſhould know of his 

D Doc- 


26 DISSERTATION ON 
trine, whether it was of God, or 


whether he ſpoke of himſelf. Jo. vii. 
17. And elſewhere, That no Man 
could come unto the Father but by 
Him; That he, who is of God heareth 
God's Words, and that they therefore 
heard them not, becauſe they were not 
of God.-—And upon the ſame weigh- 
ty Motive it was, that St. Luke in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, illuſtrates 
this Doctrine by the Example of Ly- 
dia, whoſe Heart, he tells us, God 
opened to attend to his Preaching for 
her Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Faith; 
And that St. Paul himſelf takes 
ſo much Pains in his ſeveral Epiſtles 
to inculcate and point out to us the 
preſſing Motives and Encouragements 
which all true Chriſtians have to 
make their Addreſſes to the Throne 


of God, for the Divine Aſſiſtance of 


his Grace to that End. 
| The 
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The general Drift and Purport of 
all which is as follows, viz. * That 
the Son of God, who fits at the 
Right-Hand of his Father in the 
Higheſt Heavens, is himſelf our 
conſtant Advocate and Mediator with 
him, by pleading the Merits of his 
Croſs and Paſſion for the gracious 
Pardon and Remiſſion of our Sins; 
And, that we may not relapſe 
into, or be entirely overcome and 
enflaved by them, tis the peculiar 
Office of his Divine Spirit to inſtill 
religious Thoughts and Deſires into 
our Hearts, to labour together with 
us, in the great Work of our Salva- 


tion; to comfort and ſupport us un- 


der our Infirmities and Afflictions, 
whenſoever they oppreſs us, and 
enable us 20 do all Things thro Chriſt, 
that flrengtbens us. 

| And 
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And what a glorious and engaging 
View does this afford us of the 
Oeconomy of the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion, and conſequently of the infi- 
nite Depth of the Power and Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs of God in the 
Work of our Redemption? What 
a ſurprizing Happineſs and Comfort 
muſt this needs inſpire into every 
true Chriſtian's Breaſt; and what a 
high Degree, on the other Hand, of 
Sorrow and Anguiſh, Remorſe and 
Reproach muſt the Self-conſcious In- 
fidels feel in theirs, who wilfully W 
forfeit and diſclaim all the faving 
Privileges and Promiſes before-men- 
tioned, and, by an imaginary No- 
on, that tis poſſible they may be 
falſe, run at all Adventures in the 
Dark to their own Deſtruction, 


SECT. 
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SECT. V. 


And if this be really and truly the 
State of the Caſe, with what Face 
can they pretend to oppole and re- 
ject the Evidences of the ſeveral Di- 
vine Truths I have here repreſented 
to them? Shall the affected Obſti- 
nacy and Singularity of a Sect of 
Free-Thinkers, in Contradiction to 
all the Apoſtolical, as well as the 
moſt learned Writers of all Ages, 
ſince the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtiani- 
ty in the World, be deemed of any 
Weight to be liſtened to, or regard- 
ed in Preference to them ? 

If they were able to diſprove the 
Divine Authority of theſe facred 
Writings, or ſhew there is any real 
Falſhood in the Narration of the ſe- 
veral Miracles, or any noted Defi- 
ciency in fulfilling the moſt material 


Pre- 
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Predictions therein recorded; they 
might in ſome Meaſure be excuſed. 
But, fince they are both of them 
known and acknowledged (as was 
juſt now mentioned) by the moſt 


Learned, Critical, and unprejudic'd 


Judges in all preceding Ages, and 
are in many Reſpects too, more ſo- 
lemnly and ſignally atteſted, than 
any other Books and Writings that 
have ever yet appeared amongſt us: 
They muſt undeniably ſtand con- 
demned by all true Chriſtians, and 
fall a Sacrifice to their own un- 
pardonable Obſtinacy and Impiety 
on that Account. 

The Chief, if not the only Reply 
they have in Earneſt to make to all 
this in their own Vindication is, 
ce That they can form no Notion or 
« Tdea in their Minds of a Spiritual 
« and Eternal Being, or of the Su- 

| cc Per- 
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« pernatural Operations, which are 
« there aſcrib'd to him, and there- 
« fore they cannot be perſuaded to 
« believe them.” But what an Ir- 
rational Way of arguing this is, and 
and how many groſs Abſurdities muſt 
of Courſe follow from it, will re- 


quire but little Time or Pains to make 
them ſenſible of. 

We are told in Scripture, that 20 
Man hath at any Time ſeen God, or 
any Similitude of bim; nor is it poſ- 
fible, during the preſent Mortal State 
we are in, that we ſhould be ad- 


mitted to it. But is it thence to 
be inferred, that there is no ſuch 


Divine Being exiſtent in the World? 
-—Or, that the over-ruling Power 
and Diſpenſations of his Providence 
are doubtful and uncertain, becauſe 
they cannot diſcern the ſecret Turn- 
ings and Windings of it in the Courſe 

| of 
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of human Affairs, or clearly account 
for the ſeeming Inequality of them? 
---And, that the Truth of thoſe 
other important Points of the ſeve- 
ral Miracles and Prophecies therein 
recorded, ſhould likewiſe be called 
in Queſtion, and rejected for no o- 
ther apparent Reaſon, but becauſe 
they could not themſelves be Eye- 
Witneſſes of the former, or the actual 
Accompliſhment and fulfilling of the 

latter d | 
Theſe are all of them ſuch Cap- 
tious, Trifling, and Unjuſtifiable 
Exceptions, that they may truly be 
faid to anſwer and confute them- 
ſelves; and cannot therefore be ſup- 
poſed to pals among Chriſtians as 
any real Excuſe, for the manifeſt 
Abſurdity of their Diſbelief of them. 
Let them but diligently ſearch into 
the Holy Scriptures (as it is their 
bound- 
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bounden Duty and higheſt Intereſt to 
do) and allow them the ſame Credit, 
which they ſcruple not to give to all 
the Authentick Profane Hiſtories of 
thoſe Times; and they cannot chuſe, 
without the utmoſt Prejudice ima- 
ginable, but be convinced of the 
dangerous Errors they have unhap- 
pily fallen.into; and by Degrees be 
perſuaded (as ſome of them I hope 
will) to embrace again the Chriſtian 
Faith, by which alone they can be 
lav'd. | 


eee 


The only remaining Obſtacle that 
can in Truth be well ſuppoſed to 
ſtand in the Way of the greateſt 
Part of them, which will not ſuffer 
them to liſten to any Perſuaſions of 
this Sort, is that utter Averſion they 

We > ſeem 
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ſeem to have to the Purity and Sanc- 
tity of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, to 
which their Libertine Principles and 
Practices are a direct Contradiction. 
Tis to get rid of this, and the Self- 
conſcious Reproach that attends the 
Tranſgreſſion of it, which makes 
them reſolutely bent to baniſh all 
Thoughts of God and another World 
out of their Minds, and to frame a 
Law peculiar to themſelves, that they 
may live as they lift, without the 
uneaſy Apprehenſions of being call'd 
to a future Account for it. 

By which daring Way of acting, 
having thrown off the Diſguiſe of 
Deifts, they become downright A 
rhei in Theory, as well as in Prac- 
tice; and, inſtead of employing as 
they ought, that noble Faculty of 
Reaſon God has given them for his 
"M Glo- 
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Glory, are ſo audacious as to pervert it 
to the contrary Purpoſe of profaning 
his Name, and inventing Groundleſs 
Fallacious Arguments to diveſt him of 
his very Being. And what 
can be the Conſequence of ſuch a 
monſtrous Degree of Impiety, if ſtill 
perſiſted in, but 4 certain fearful 
Looking for of Judgment, and fiery 
Indignatiom, when Chriſt comes in the 
Clouds with Power and great Glory, 
to paſs his Final Sentence upon them, 
in Proportion to the Heinouſneſs of 
it d 

To prevent, if poſſible, the Fatal 
Doom, hanging over their Heads, 
let me ardently entreat as many of 
them as are yet ſuſceptible of theſe 
weighty and well meant Reflections, 
or have any Degree of Tendency to- 
wards a Converſion; to be fore- 

E 2 warn'd 
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warn'd of the terrible Judgments that 
await them in another Life; to re- 
pent betimes of their many outragious 
Provocations againſt the moſt High; 
and return for Refuge, to the ſacred 
Fold of that Church they have ſo 
unworthily deſerted, whil/# the Day 
of Satvation laſts ; leſt the Night of 
Death comes unawares upon them, 
when it will no longer be in their 
Power to work it out. 


Having thus finiſhed the ſeveral 
Particulars of what I had to offer in 
the foregoing Diſſertation, I now 
proceed to the more immediate Con- 
ſideration of the general Subject I 
propoſe to treat of in the following 
Method, vi. to ſet before you, 


I, The 
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1. The Certainty of God's Ex- 
iſtence. 
N 
2. The Spiritual Nature and Unity 
of his Eſſence. 


3. The Divine Attributes and Per- 
fections inherent in it, and 


4. The practical Inferences, Re- 
marks, and Exhortations, that 
naturally ariſe from each ofthem. 


THE 


| 
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| 
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| 
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THE 
Certainty am Neceſlity 


OF 


GOD's EXISTENCE. 


HA there is a Gad, is a 
8 Principle ſo agreeable to, 
and, by a ſecret Sort of In- 
ſtinct, ſo interwoven in our very 
Nature, that it may juſtly be queſ- 
tioned whether tis poſſible there 
ſhould be fuch a Monſter in Man- 
kind, as a downright Atheiſt in 
Theory and Speculation. For, as 
Cicero tells us, Lib. I. de Legibus. 


Nulla 
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Nulla Gens eft tam immanſueta neque 
tam fera, que non, etiamſi ignoret 
qualem habere Deum deceat, tamen 
habendum ſciat; i. e. There is no 
Nation under Heaven ſo wild and 
barbarous, as not to acknowledge the 
Being of a God, tho they may be 
miftaken in their Apprehenſions of 
His Nature; and conſequently in the 
Manner of paying Worſhip and Ado- 
ration to Him. 

We have, indeed, ſome few In- 
ſtances of the Heathen Philoſophers 
in the darker Ages of the World, that 
are branded with the Name of A:heifts 
for pretending to raiſe Arguments 
and Objections againſt this Truth. 
But as it is more than probable, that 
this proceeded rather from a wanton, 
vain Humour of Scepticiſm and Sin- 
gularity, than from any real Convic- 
tion of their own Minds ; fo it reached 

no 
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no farther than a verbal Conteſt, or 
Argumentation, to ſhew their Skill 
and Dexterity in maintaining a Con- 
tradiction againſt the reſt of Man- 
kind. 
But ſuppoſing (what is hardly to 
be imagined) that they had by De- 
grees brought their Minds to be re- 
conciled to it; yet it is no more to be 
admitted as a juſt Exception againſt 
the general Belief of God's Exiſtence, 
than the unaccountable Barbarity of 
ſome Men's deſtroying their own Bo- 
dies, is an Argument againſt the 
Principle of Self- preſervation, and 
the Natural Deſire of Life: Eſpe- 
cially conſidering the illiterate Ages 
of Heatheniſm they lived in, and 
their utter Ignorance of thoſe Divine 
Revelations which God has gra- 
ciouſly ſince vouchſafed us the Know- 
ledge and Influence ol. 


There 
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There are, it muſt be owned, a 
Set of Men in the World, (I would 
to God there were fewer of them) 
who, under the Light of Chrif?'s 
Goſpel, and the Influences of His 
Grace, are ſo far devoted to the be- 
witching Intereſts, and Honours, and 
ſenſual Indulgencies of this World, 
that, as the Royal Pſalmiſt aſſerts, 
they care not for God, neither is God 
in all their Thoughts. And in this 
Senſe every profane and preſumptuous 
Sinner may be ſaid to deny a God; 
becauſe he ſpeaks, acts, and lives, 
as if there were none; and there- 
fore endeavours all he can to perſuade 
himſelf to it; a Fact which our 
daily Experience affords us, alas! 
but too many flagrant Teſtimonies 
of, 

Thus for Inſtance, how common 
is it, to hear a Libertine in the 

F Midſt 
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Midſt of his Jollity and Extravagance, 
when his Imagination is heated, and 


his Blood runs high, to profeſs him- 


ſelf ſo audaciou dy profane and fool- 
75, as to fay in his Heart, here ir 
no Gad; and openly to boaſt too, 


that he has caſt off the Yoke 


and Bondage of Religion, and that 


without any Regard to a ſupream 


Almighty Power, he is his own ab- 
ſolute Maſter, without Reſtraint or 
Controul. He'll tell you, that Re- 
ligion is but a Machine of State, a 
mere political Inſtitution to regulate 
the Diſorders of Civil Societies, and 
keep the World in Awe, and that he 
regards no Laws farther than they 


are ſubſervient to that End. 


* But this is all nothing but Rant, 
and Bravado, the Effect of Humour 


and Gaiety, not the Reſult of his 
Reaſon and Conſcience, which flies 


in 
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in his Face at the ſame Time that 
he vents it; and it he would give 
you his private Sentiments, in a more 


ſober and ſerious Mood, when his 
Paſſions are cool, and his Thoughts 
ſedate, it may juſtly be preſumed he 
will own it to be ſo. Mentitur enim 
(lays Seneca) qui dicit ſe non ſentire 
efſe Deum, nam etfi tibi affurmet in- 
terdiu, nocte tamen, & fibi dubitat. 
« He lies that ſays he believes there 
« is no God; for tho he may have 
ce the Confidence to profeſs this in 
« the Day-Time among his Compa- 
“ nions, yet in the Night, when he 
« is by himſelf, he is greatly per- 
« plexed in his Thoughts about it.” 
In ſhort, this is a Principle ſo ri- 
veted in Human Nature, that tho' 
it may perhaps be ſtifled and ſup- 
preſſed for ſome Time; yet it can 
never be wholly extinguiſhed and 
F 2 removed 


44 THE CERTAINTY OF 


removed. For we can neither think 
deliberately of our own Original, nor 
conſider the Formation of other 
created Beings, without being for- 
cibly led on by a natural Chain of 
Thoughts to acknowledge and be- 
lieve a God as the primary Cauſe of 
all. T9645 
So that we muſt either ceaſe to be 
what we really are, or put an abſo- 
lute Force upon the Faculties of our 
Mind to paſs a different Judgment 
upon it.-----And this plainly appears 
to be the Caſe of every licentious 
Chriſtian, who by the violent Bent 
and Bias of his corrupt Affections, 
does in Effect, attract and ſeduce the 
Will to conſent to ſuch vicious Ac- 
tions as his Underſtanding and Con- 
ſcience cannot but reproach and con- 
demn him for. 

N But 
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But fo far is this from working 
upon his Mind to diſcard, or get 0 
of this innate Principle; that he finds 
by Experience, 'tis not in his Power 
to do ſo, without having Recourſe 
to ſome outward Ways and Means to 
accompliſh that End. In order 
to which he finds it neceſſary, not 
only to aſſociate with a Set of Liber- 
tines like himſelf, to bear up his Spi- 
rits, and confirm him in the Infidel 
Notions he has before imbib'd.; but 
to launch out with them into the ſame 
Exceſſes of Riot, Luxury and Intem- 
perance they are notoriouſly addicted 
to. And what contributes not a 
little to the farther ſpreading of theſe 
Licentious Courſes, is, the ſetting up 
ſtated Meetings for publick Sports 
and Diverſions of different Kinds; 
which by the modiſh Taſte and Diſ- 
poſition of the preſent Age, are but too 


eagerly 
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eagerly and generally encouraged and 
promoted amongſt us, without con- 
ſidering the many miſchievous Ef- 
fects, which are by woeful Experi- 
ence, found to take their Riſe from 
them. 

But all theſe are ſtill to as little 
Purpoſe as the former. They are at 
beſt but tranſient and deluſive En- 
joyments, that laſt no longer than 
the Health and Gaiety and Proſperity 
ol the Tranſgreſſors will allow; which 
are ſure to leave ſuch a pungent Sting 
of Remorſe behind them, as is never 
effectually to be eradicated or re- 
moved without the ſincereſt Acts of 
a contrite Repentance and ſteady Re- 
ſolution to reform them, by return- 
ing to thoſe ſalutary Paths of Faith 
and Righteouſneſs, which alone can 
lead them to the Gate of Eternal 
Life: | 


SECT. 
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SECT. 1. 


On all theſe Accounts therefore, 
as the Belief of a God is the funda- 
mental Principle of all Religion, that 
ought rather to be taken for granted, 
than proved in a Chriſtian State and 
Country (as I truſt ours will always 
continue and approve itſelf to be) it 
will be ſufficient to fay thus much 
in general upon the whole, vis. 

« That if the natural Notions we 
have of a God, impreſſed on the 
Mind of Man at his Creation, and 
thoſe confirmed to us by the ſucceſſive 
Chain of Cauſes and Effects and the 
common Conſent of Mankind there- 
in, from the Beginning of all Things: 
Alf the ſtupendous Frame and 
Beauty of the viſible World, reple- 
niſhed as it is with ſuch a wonder- 
ful Variety of Creatures, all diſtin- 


guiſhed 
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guiſhed from each other, in the Con- 
texture of their Parts and Qualities, 
and all preſerved and governed in 
ſuch anexcellent Order and Harmony 
as we ſee they are. Or if, beſides 
what our own Experience has taught 
us, any Credit is to be given to the 
Hiſtory of all Ages, atteſting the ſe- 
veral ſignal Acts of Providence, Mi- 
racles, and Prophecies, that have 
been manifeſted throughout the 
World: If all, I ſay, or any of 
theſe Things bear the Force of a De- 
monſtration to convince Men of this 
divine Truth, (as tis next to impoſ- 
ſible but they ſhould) it will, and muſt 
follow, that the Exiſtence of a Su- 
preme, Eternal Being, from whom 
are all Things, and by whom all 
Things conſiſt, muſt be a Reality be- 
yond Diſpute ; and that tis therefore 
the greateſt Abſurdity, as well as Im- 


piety, 
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piety, imaginable, to preſume to 
queſtion, or contradict it. 

Eſpecially, if it is conſidered far- 
ther, that without the Suppoſal and 
Belief of this fundamental Principle, 
there would be no ſuch Thing, as Vir- 
tue, and Religion, or Civil Society and 
Government to be found amongſt us. 
Every Man would then be his on Ma- 
ſter, and Lawgiver, without owning 
any Right in his Superiors to command, 
or any Obligation on his own Part to 
obey; the moſt Looſe and Profligate 
would be the beſt eſteemed, and the 
Strongeſt and moſt Powerful the 
only Princes and Potentates upon 

This indeed is a Notion which an 
Atheiſtical Writer of the laſt Age was 
pleaſed to give us of the State of Hu- 
man Nature; but ſo far is it from 
deſerving that Name, that it diveſts 
* G us 
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us of the very Nature, which the 
Great Author of our Being thought 
fit to inveſt us with; and/ under a 
Pretence of freeing us from all the 
Reſtraints of Law and Duty, muſt 
involve Mankind in Diſtraction and 
Confuſion, and make us more 
wretched than the Beaſts that periſh. 
For what elſe but this can poſſibly 
be expected from thoſe Libertine 
Principles he has ſo boldly advanced, 
and induftriouſly endeavoured in the 
moſt glaring Light to propagate in 
the World? WH 

If, by that Free Liberty of Think- 
ing and Acting he pleads for, nothing 
more was meant than a due Claim 
to the Exerciſe of it in all Things 
relating to our Civil and Religious 
Rights, as eſtabliſhed among us; it 
would not only be allowable, , but 
highly juſt and reaſonable in itſelf : 
| But, 
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But, as the main Drift of his Argu- 


ments is to ſet Men free from all thoſe 
Bounds and Limits, which the Laws 
of God and Man have expreſsly en- 
joined, as neceſſary for the Preſerva- 
tion of thoſe Rights; it is a Liberty 
ſo unwarrantable as well as dange- 
rous and abſurd, that it ought to be 
deteſted and guarded againſt by every 
true Member both of Church and 
State, as tending directly to down- 
right Anarchy and Rebellion on the 
one Hand, and to the utter Subver- 
ſion of all Religion on the other 
From this brief and general View of 
theſe Particulars, duly reflected on, as 
we cannot but own the Neceſſity of 
a firm Belief in God for the Founda- 
tion of all Truth and Virtue, as well 
as Society and Government in the 
World; ſo we cannot but agree 
with the os that whoever de- 


fires 
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fires or expects to be happy in this 
World or the next, muſt believe that 
God 1s, and that he is a Rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek Him. 
But the great Misfortune is, that 
in the Midſt of ſo many different 
Principles and Perſuaſions in Religion, 
and thoſe increaſed and fomented 
by the perpetual Contentions and 
Diſputes raiſed about them; we have 
but too much Cauſe to fear, it will 
by Degrees end in the Subverſion of 
Chriſtianity itſelf ;----- vg. That 
whilſt the Zealots of the ſeveral 
Secs and Parties are thus wrangling, 
perplexing and confounding each 
other, the greater Part of them, being 
at a Loſs to diſtinguiſh Truth from 
Falſehood, or in any Meaſure deter- 
mine, which are in the Right, and 
which in the Wrong, they are na- 
turally led, by the prevalent Bias of 
their 
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their Luſts and Vices, to be of no 
Religion at all. 

All this the profeſied Infidel wh 
never fail to lay hold of fuch promi- 
fing Advantages on their Side) are too 
invidioufly Quick- ſighted to overlook, 
or neglect: Their Heads are always 
at work to carry on their finifter De- 
figns, by inſtilling their pernicious 
Principles into the wavering Chri- 
ſtian's Head, and ſetting before him 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt plauſible Ar- 
guments, their profane Wit and Rhe- 
torick can invent, in Favour of their 
own Opinions: And at the ſame 
Time to put fuch looſe and Atheiſti- 
cal Tracts of ſeveral Sorts into his 
Hands, as they judge moſt effettual 
to engage and confirm him therein. 
And what other Effect can be expected 
to enſue from this infidious Way of 

* 
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verts muſt in all Likelihood be daily 
brought into the Infidel's Fold, and 


be made for ever unhappy with them? 


And that this is true in Fact, we 
have the Teſtimony of ſeveral Good 
Chriſtians among us, who cannot 
but own with Grief, that, tho they 
have the greateſt Abharrence of every 
thing they hear, or read of that 
Kind; yet it is but too apt on ſome 
Occaſions to make ſuch deep Im- 
preſſions upon their Minds, and come 
ſo' often into their Thoughts, as to 
create an irkſome Uneaſineſs in them, 


which is not without ſome Difficulty 
to be diverted or-removed; and there 


are, comparatively ſpeaking, but few, 
tis to be feared, ſo perfectly confirm- 


ed and eſtabliſhed in the Faith, as 


to be entirely free from it. 
But, as this'is a manifeſt "IP: 


that there are ſtill ſome latent Sceds 
of 
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of Infidelity lodg'd by Nature in all 
the Poſterfſyof. Adam ſince the Fall; 
ſo tis neceſſarily incumbent on us, 
who have the Happineſs to be redeem- 
ed from it, by the Merits of Chriſt's 
Death, and the preaching of his Goſ- 
pel, o put on (as the Apoſtle St. Paul 
exhorts) the whole Armour of Faith 
and Righteouſneſs, that we may be able 
to land againſt the Wiles of the Devil. 
Epheſ. vi. 11. and guard againſt 
thoſe barefac'd Attacks of Infidelity 
and Irreligion, that are fo induſtri- 
ouſly ſet up in Oppoſition to it. 


THE 


SPIRITUAL NATURE 
| AND 


UNITY of his ESSENCE. 


PRE AVING thus far endea- 
n voured to give the Reader 
N a general View of the fun- 
damental Point of God's Exiſtence, 
I come now to the Conſideration of 
the Spiritual Nature and Unity of 
bis Eſſence. 

In order to this, it is previouſly | 
to be obſerved, that though it is 
impoſſible for us to raiſe our Minds 


to 


. 


1 
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to ſuch a Pitch of Spirituality, as 


fully to comprehend what is Infinite 
and Inviſible: Yet it behoves us to 


endeavour, as far as our finite Rea- 


ſon will enable us, to abſtract and 
ſeparate from the Divine Being, 
whatever is in any Kind Evil or De- 
fective, and, conſequently, to aſcribe 
to him the utmoſt Degrees of Good- 
neſs, Perfection, and Excellence, 
which either Reaſon or Revelation, 
gives us an Idea of. 


SE CT. I. 

Now as to the Nature of God, 
which is here firſt to be conſidered, 
the Scripture is expreſs, that He is 
a Spirit. Jo. iv. 24, that is, accord- 
ing to the beſt Deſcription that can 
be given of it, He is a Powerful In- 
telligent Being, without any material 
Figure or Parts; not viſible to our 

H mortal 
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mortal Eyes, and therefore not to be 
repreſented by any Kind of ſenſible 
Image ; nor ſuſceptible of the Qua- 
lities and Affections of Matter, and 
therefore not capable of being bound- 
ed, divided, or circumſcuribed. Nor 
is it, indeed, conſiſtent with Rea/or: 
that He ſhould ; for theſe being all 
Imperfections, which we experience 
in our ourſelves, as Creatures, and 
conſequently incompatible with the 
Nature of an Infinite and Almighty 
Creator, cannot, without the great- 
eſt Abſurdity and Contradiction, be 
attributed to Him, 

"Tis true, God has ſometimes ma- 
nifeſted His Glory by viſible Appear- 
ances in the firſt Ages of the World ; 
ſuch as were moſt proper to. raiſe 
ſuch a great and aſtoniſhing Idea of 
His Nature in the Minds of Men, as 
might be effectual to reclaim them 


from 
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from their Idolatry, and awe them 
into an Obſervation of His Laws and 
Inſtitutions. Thus He appeared to 
Moſes in Mount Sinai, at the Deli- 
very of the Law in Thunder and 
Lightning, and to the 1/-aelites of 
old, on their Paſſage thro' the Wil- 
derneſs in the Pillar of a Cloud by 
Day, and the Pillar of Fire by 
Night. But theſe being only Signs 
and Symbols of his Preſence, and no 
real Indication of His Perſonal Na- 
ture (which Moſes himſelf expreſsly 
ſays, they /aw uo Similitude of) He 
ſtrictly cautions the People that they 
ſhould not corrupt themſelves, by 
making a graven Image, the Likeneſs 
of any Figure to worſhip it. Exo- 
dus xx. 4. 


Nor does it at all invalidate the Force 
of this Argument, that we find God 
H 2 fre- 
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frequently deſcribed in Scripture, 
with Face and Hands, and ſuch other 
Parts of a Body, as are conformable 
to his Creatures. For as the glori- 
ous Acts and Diſpenſations of His 
Providence are not otherwiſe to be 
repreſented to us, then by ſuch ſen- 
ible Images, as we. are capable of 
receiving ; /o it ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghojt, in Condeſcenſion to our 
weak and finite Underſtandings, to 
make Uſe of ſuch Terms and Phraſes 
of Speech in the Delivery of His 
Mord, as are moſt agreeable to our 
natural Ideas, and Conceptions of 
Things that fall under our Cogni- 
ZANCE. | 
Thus God's being pleaſed and de- 
lighted with the Righteouſneſs of his 
People, is repreſented by the Figure 
of His Face ſhining upon them ; His 
Power of diſpenſing Rewards and 
: ""* 4 - .... mo 
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Puniſhments; by the opening his Hand, 
and ftretching out His Arm, to do 
this, or that; as likewiſe the exten- 
five Perfection of His Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, by looking down with his Eyes 
upon the Children of Men, beholding 
the Evil and the Good, and weighing 
the Actions of each in a Ballance. 
But to conclude from theſe, and 
fuch like Expreſſions, that He has 
actually ſuch Parts and Members as 
are there figuratively repreſented, is 
not only an Abſurdity in itſelf, but 
is plainly contradictory to what He 
has been pleaſed to reveal to us in 
His Divine Word, where he frequent- 
ly puts theſe Queſtions to the Makers 
of Images, by His Prophets: To 
whom, ſays he, will ye liken Me? 
Or, What Likeneſs will ye compare 
Me t? Which evidently point 
out to us, that as there is no created 

Being 
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Being can bear any adequate Reſem- 
blance to the Creator; ſo tis the 
greateſt Affront and Diſhonour to 
his Divine Being to frame to our- 
ſelves any Image or Figure, to re- 
preſent Him; much more to pay 
Homage and Adoration to it. 
This is what has been generally 
own d by the Wiſeſt and moſt Learn- 
ed of the Heathen Philoſophers, 
particularly Plato, who gives him 
the Title of Nsg &owpalog, Mens In- 
corporalis, And the great Orator 
Tully, more explicitly repreſents him 
to be Mens Divina, Pura, & Sim- 
plex, Soluta & Libera, ſegregata ab 
ammi Concretione Mortati, ----- A 
« Pure, Simple Mind, Free and In- 
« dependent, without the leaſt Mix- 
« ture of any Thing that is Material, 
c or Mortal.“ | | 
And 
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And as God is by Nature a ſpiri- 
tual Being, fo is He likewiſe endued 
with infinite Perfections of different 
Kinds. But before I proceed to treat 
of theſe (which come more properly 
under the Denomination of His Di- 
vine Attributes) the next Point that 
falls under my Conſideration in the 
Method propoſed, is | 


SECT. II. 


De Unity of his Mature; 

A peculiar Property, fo eſſentially 
veſted in him, that it appears to be 
no. leſs agreeable to the Dictates of 
human Reaſon, than it is to the Au- 
thority of Divine Revelation. For as 
God is the Firſt Cauſe, the only Su- 
preme Author and Governor of the 
World, from whom all Things in 
Nature farſt derived their Being, and 


upon 
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upon whom they muſt depend for 
the Continuance of it; ſo to ſuppoſe 
more Beings than One, infinitely Su- 
preme and Eternal, is a downright 
Contradiction, that is not to be re- 
conciled by the niceſt Diſtinctions 
that Philoſophy can furniſh us with. 
And, indeed, if we argue from 
our own Experience of the Conſe- 
quences ariſing from it; if we do 
but obſerve the Order and Harmony 
of the Creation and ſee how all Things 
continue in the ſame Courſe of Act- 
ing they were at firſt put into, and 
how they all ſeverally conſpire to 
one and the ſame End, we muſt as 
reaſonably inter the Unity of a Su- 
preme Being, who governs them, as 
we do from the laſting Peace and 
Tranquility ofa Kingdom, compoſed, 
as it is, of different Parties, Hu- 
mours, and Perſuaſions (which each 
of 
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of them expect and contend to be 
gratified in) that there is One Sove- 
reign Prince and Lawgiver, that re- 
gulates and reſtrains them within 
their proper Bounds; or, from the 
orderly March and Engagement of 
an Army, that tis managed by the 
Conduct of one ſupreme Com- 

mander, | 
This the very Heathens were ſo 
ſenſibly convinced of, that tho' they 
were notoriouſly addicted to Poly- 
theiſm and Idolatry, and allowed of 
ſubordinate Deities, which they ſe- 
verally worſhipped under different 
Figures and Repreſentations ; yet the 
wiſeſt and moſt knowing of them, (as 
appears by the Writings of ſome of 
their moſt eminent Philoſophers, as 
well as Poets) aſſerted only one Su- 
preme Maker and Governor of the 
World, to whom their Adoration 
I was 
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was primarily .due.-----Thus Plato 
aſcribes the making of the World to 
One; and Ariſtotle, as oft as he has 
Occaſion to ſpeak of God, does for 
the moſt Part make uſe of the ſingu- 
lar Number; and in like Manner 
their Poets, we find, ſuppoſing but 
one Being Supreme, frequently ſtile 
Him---The Father of Gods and Men 
==="Tigog, peyioog, redbricoc --- The 
Higheſt, the Greateſt, and moſt Ex- 
cellent of all. 

But not to inſiſt on theſe common 
Arguments, that are drawn from the 
Reaſon and Teſtimony of Men, the 
Unity of the divine Nature is ſo fre- 
quently and expreſsly aſſerted in Scrip- 
ture, that it ſeems to be the chief 
Deſign of Moſes and the Prophets, 
as well as of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
to ſettle and eſtabliſh it beyond Cen- 
tradition. Thou ſalt have no other 

Gods 
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Gods bit me, is the firſt of thoſe ten 
Commandments, which the Almighty 
was pleaſed to deliver to Mo/es upon 
the Mount ; and we find it often re- 
peated throughout the Writings of 
the Old Teftament, and preſſed Home 
upon the People in the moſt pathetic 
Exhortations, Hear, O Iſrael, the 
Lord our God is one Lord, beſides 
Him there is none other; therefore 
thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy Gad, 

and Him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Deut. 
vi. 4. And for this Reaſon, as the 
Creation of all Things is frequently 
in the Pentateuch aſcribed to the One 
God; ſo the Prophets, in their Ex- 
hortations to the ſpiritual Worſhip of 
Him, ſpeak of their going after other 

Gods, as 7he higbeſt and moſt unpar- 

donable A& of Idolatry. 

And the New Teſſament runs on in 


the ſame Strain. Our Saviour him- 
I 2 ſelf 
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ſelf ſtyles Him Him the only true God, 
Jo. xvii. 3. And in another Place, 
upon his being tempted by the De- 


vil in the Wilderneſs, to fall down to 


him, He quotes the Text above ci- 
ted, to repel the Temptation. And ſo 
St. Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
the more effectually to reclaim the 
Corinthians from their Attachment 
to Idolatry, affures them, that tho' 
they had formed. to themſelves ſe- 
veral other Gods, both in Heaven 
and in Earth (as there were Gods 
many, and Lords many, yet to us, 
ſays he, there is but one God, of whom 
are all Things, and we in Him. 
1 Cor. viii. 6. And again, arguing 
elſewhere for the Unity of our Faith 
in Him, he lays down this as the 
Principle and Foundation of it 
that there is but one God and Father 


of 
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of all, who is above all, EY * 
and in us all. Eph. iv. 5, 6 


SECT. III. 


But now, if this be the Caſe, if 
there be but one ſingle, ſupreme and 
undivided Godhead, as theſe Texts do 
plainly and poſitively aſſert, how can 
the Divine Nature be ſaid to belong to 
Three Diſtinct Perſons; or in what 
Senſe are we to believe a Trinity in 
Unity? This is that great Queſtion, 
which has been ſo unhappily contro- 
rerted in the Church of Chriſt, ever 
ſince the Time that the Apoſtate 
Arius firſt appeared in the World; 
and happy would it be for us, if the 
preſent Age were not as deeply tinc- 
tured with this pernicious Principle, as 
others that have gone before us. 

That I may contribute, therefore, 
ſome Moments to the Solution of 
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this Queſtion, and endeavour to ſet 
Men right in their Notions of this 
Matter, it will be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve ; That as the ſeveral Texts be- 
fore cited, for the Unity of the Di- 
vine Nature, are to be taken only in 
a relative Senſe, as they ſtand op- 
poſed to the Idolatry of the Heathen 
Nations, and to the Multiplicity of 
falſe Deities that were ſet up among 
them; ſo they neither can, nor 
ought by any Means to be urged 
againſt the Trinity of Perſons in the 
true Deity we worſhip: Nor do 
the Words of that noted Text, Jo. 
xvii. 3. This is Life eternal, to know 
Thee the only true God, and Feſus 
Chriſt whom Thou haſt ſent, (though 
they ſeem to be put in the Way of 
Contradiſtinction to the only trus 
God, and may probably be ſo meant 
with Regard to Chrift's Humanity) 
| yet 
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yet as he is equally the Author and 
Giver of Eternal Life, the Know- 
ledge of Him, as. well as of- God the. 
Father, is made equally necellary to 
the Attainment of it. 


It is therefore, plain and evident, 


beyond Diſpute, that there are three 
divine Perſons frequently ſpoken of 


in the Neu Teſtament, by the Names 


of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in 
which every Chriſtian that is admitted 
into Chriſt's Church is required to 


be- baptized, and to each of which 
the higheſt Titles and Attributes of 
God are diſtinctly aſcribed. And 


tis likewiſe no leſs, plain, that in 
ſome of thoſe very Texts where theſe 


three Perſons are mentioned, we 


find the Unity of the Godhead is ei- 
ther implicitly or expreſsly aſſerted; 
as appears more particularly in that 


noted Place of St. Jobr's firſt Epiſtle, 


V. 7. 


4 
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V. 7. There are three that bear Re- 
cord in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three are one.----Which Text, (how- 
ever induſtriouſly left out by the A. 
rians, in the corrupt Copies that 
were written of the Goſpel, during 
the Time in which that Hereſy pre- 
vailed, is manifeſtly quoted by Ter- 
tulliam, St. Cyprian, and others of 
the ancient Fathers, who wrote be- 
fore that Time, and muſt undoubt- 
edly, therefore, be Genuine and Au- 
thentick; as may be ſeen by any 
competent and impartial Enquirer, 
that will take the Pains to ſatisfy 
; himſelf 1 in that particular. 

To enter into the Niceties of this 
myſterious Controverſy (which has 
employed the Pens of ſo many learn- 
ed Writers in the ſeveral Ages of the 
Church, from the firſt Broaching of 

it 
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it to this Time, would carry me too 
far beyond the Bounds J propoſed, 
and be as little ſatisfactory to the 
Reader, as it is to myſelf. It would 
ſtill be as incomprehenſible, as it 
ever was, and muſt be to our finite 
Underſtanding, without ſome farther 
Diſcovery of ſpiritual Light, than 


God has been pleaſed to impart to 


us in His divine Word. 

As all the Explication there- 
fore, that can be given of it, muſt 
be founded in and reſt u pon thoſe 
Paſſages of Scripture, which imme- 
diately relate to it; fo that we may 


not miſtake, or deceive ourſelves 


therein, it will be highly neceſſary 
to inſert this Caution, by Way of 
Prevention, viz. that there are two 
Extremes to be avoided by all true 
Chriſtians in the S = 


put * them.“ 
K And 
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And theſe are, fit, That we 
do not, with the Unitarians, make 
the Diſtinction between the three 
Perſons purely notional, as if there 
was really but One Perſon in the 
Godhead, which, according to the 
various Effects and Operations that 
flow from Him, was ſometimes 
called Father, ſometimes Son, and 
ſometimes Holy Ghoft :----Nor are 
we, ſecondly, with the Tritheifts, 
from a wrong Idea of Perſonality, 
to frame to ourſelves Three Eter- 
nal Minds, or Spiritual Subſtances, 
eſſentially diſtin from, and infe- 
rior to one another; of which 
they ſuppoſe the Father to be Su- 
preme, and only Self- originated, and 
the other two to be derived from, 
and of a lower Degree to him. 

For as theſe are Heretical and 
dangerous Opinions, inconſiſtent with 

the 
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the Ancient Doctrine of the Pri- 
mitive Church, which we folemn- 
ly profeſs to maintain in our own; 
ſo it highly concerns us to reject 
and avoid them as ſuch. The 
Sum and Subſtance of which Doc- 
trine is as follows; viz. «© That 
« though the divine Perſons in the 
« ever- bleſſed Trinity are one and 
« the ſame in Subſtance, or Eſ- 
« ſence, yet they are diſtinct as 
c to the Modes or Manner of 
cc their eee the Father being 
&« ſaid to be made of none, the Son 
ee to be begotten of the Father, and 
« the Holy Ghoſt to proceed from 


« both. And that in this Trinity, 


« with Regard to the Nature: and 
« Eſſence of the Godhead, (as it is 
cc appoſitely expreſſed in the Atha- 
« naſian Creed) none is before, or 
66 * other, none is greater or 
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« Jeſs than another; but having all 


« the ſame incommunicable At- 


« tributes equally aſcribed to them, | 


ce are all Co-eternal and Co-equal. 


This, it muſt be owned, is a 


very tranſcendent Myſtery, which 
ſeems in our preſent State to ſtag- 
ger and aſtoniſh us; as every 


Thing that is beyond our Reach 


_ to. comprehend is apt to do, even 
in the natural Operations of Cauſes 
and Effects. But ſince tis ſo fully 
and poſitively revealed hy God 
himſelf, and we know tis impoſ- 


fible for God to deceive us; ſince 


there is Nothing in it that is con- 
tradictory to our rational Faculties, 
tho' never ſo much above them; and 
'tis the ſafeſt likewiſe for us to adhere 
to that Form of ſound Words firſt de- 
liuered to the Saints; we are certainly 
obliged in Reaſon to believe it, tho 
Our 
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our Reaſon cannot frame ſuch a clear 
Idea of it, as it does of other Divine 
Truths that are leſs ſublime. | 

Agreeably to this Opinion, we find 
Beveridge, in his Private Thoughts 
upon this Article, p. 52, -expreſly 
declares, ** That tho' this is a Myſ- 
« tery which he could not poſſibly 
« conceive, yet tis a Truth he could 
« eafily believe, becauſe it was fo 
“ high as to be above his'Compre- 
' « henfion; for it is impoſſible, ſays 
ehe, that any Thing ſhould be true 
« of the Infinite Creator, which can 
e be fully or clearly expreſſed to the 
“ Capaciticsof a finite Creature, &c. 

Nor is this any Way diſſonant to 
the Notion the Apoſtle St. Paul gives 
us of it in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
(xi. I.) where he defines Faith to be 

the Evidence of Things not ſeen, i. 1 
144808 Q 
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of Things that will not bear a ſen- 
fible Demonſtration :-----And there- 
fore, though this be confeſſedly a 
Point of that Nature, yet, as the 
Goſpel has made it an Article of our 
Faith, we ought with all Humility 


to receive it as ſuch ; to conſider the 


_ Weakneſs and Ignorance of our pre- 


ſent State, and wait with Patience 
till we are admitted to a brighter 
Viſion in a better Place, where the 
Veil, that now ſhades us from the 
tranſcendent Glories of the Godhead, 
will be removed, and we ſhall ſee 


bim as he is, 
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AND 


Perfections inherent in it. 


5 > before you in the beſt Light 
I could, the Spiritual Na- 
ture and Unity of the Divine Being, 
I come now to conſider, | 
Thirdly, The ſeveral Attributes or 
Effential Properties, which may be 
ſaid to flow from it, and are made 
uſe of by the School Divines, to re- 
preſent His Perfections to us under 
ſuch diſtinct Ideas, as our Concep- 
ons 
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tions are able to form from the dif- 
ferent Modes of His Operations. And 
theſe are either, t Incommunica- 
ble, of which there is not the leaſt 
Shadow of Reſemblance in the Crea- 
tures, ſuch are His Infinity, Inde- 
pendence, and Immutability ; or, fe 
condly, Communicable; which are in 
ſome Degrees imparted to us from 
Hun, as }:/dom, H. ons, Juſtice, 
and Power. 

I ſhall fay ſomething of each of 
theſe in their Order, as much as will 
be requiſite to give the Reader a Ge- 
neral Idea of them, or as the Com- 
paſs and Deſign of my preſent Diſ- 
courſe will permit; referring him to 
Hrger Treatiſes for a fuller and more 


SECT. 
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SECT: 


His Infinity. 
Of the former Sort the firſt is His 
Infinity, whereby all Things in his 
Eſſence are ſignified to be without 


Meaſure, or Quanti#ybeing not bound- 


ed by Time, and by Conſequence 
Eternal; nor by Place, and there- 
fore Omnipreſent. And that this At- 
tribute is eſſential to God, in both 
theſe Reſpects, is equally evident 
both from Scripture and Reaſon. As 
to the former, we are told, Gen. xxi. 


33. That He inhabiteth Eternity; and 
Pſ. xc. 1, 2. That before the Moun- 
tains were brought forth, or ever the 


Earth and the World were made, 
He is God from everlaſting, and World 
without End. And on that Account, 
as the Name Jehovah ſeems to im- 


L port 
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port, He is ſtiled Apba and Omega, 
the Fir/# and the Laſt ; that is, the 
original Principle from which all 
Things are derived, and the ultimate 
End, to which all Things are, or 
ought to be directed. 

"Tis true, the Actions of God are 
often repreſent& to us in Scrip- 
ture under the Notion of paſt, pre- 
ſent, and to come; which are the 

Differences of Time, and imply a 

ſucceſſion : But this is not to be un- 
derſtood with Reſpect to the Al- 

mighty Himſelf, who is not capable 
of Change, or Variation; but only 
to the Effects, or Objects, that are 
produced by Him. For the ſeveral 


wu. 8 


Periods of Time, which by us are di- 
vided into Hours, and Days, and 
Months, and Vears, to meaſure out 
the Degrees of natural Motion, are 
by Him comprehended all under 
One 
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one ſingle View, in whoſe Sight, as 
the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, a :houſand 
Years are but as Yeſterday. 

And the Reaſon of all this will 
ſufficiently appear, if we conſider the 
Abſurdities that neceſſarily follow 
from the contrary Opinion. For if 
God be the Primary Cauſe of all 
Things, tis certain He could not re- 
ceive His Being from Another : Be- 
cauſe he would not then be the Firſt. 
Something, therefore, (as a learned 
Author expreſſes it) mw be Eternal, 
otherwiſe nothing could be at all. And 
as God did exiſt from all Eternity, 
ſo tis impoſſible He ſhould ever 
ceaſe to be; {ince nothing can do fo, 
but by the Act of a Superior Being 
to annihilate it, and there being 
none Superior to the Deity, He muſt 
for ever exiſt, without a Poſſibility 


of Diſſolution. 
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This is a Conſequence ſo rational and 
neceſſary, that even Epicurus himſelf, 
who endeavoured to rob God of as 
many Perfections as his Sagacity or 
Impiety would enable him to do, 
could not but allow him to be abſo- 
lutely Happy and Immortal: And 
the Poets of old, who had yet wild- 
er Thoughts of Him, do ſeldom 
mention His Name without the 
Title of *A9dvalog, and in all their 
ſolemn Oaths appeal to the Immor- 
tal God to witneſs for them. And 
indeed, to ſpeak of a God that 
ſhould be corruptible and mortal, 
is ſo monſtrous an Abſurdity, that 
whoever gives himſelf Leave to 
think, and conſider the Nature of 
his Soul within him, cannot poſh- 

| bly be guilty of it. 
Taking this, therefore, for grant- 
ed 
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ed, paſs we on to the other Branch 
of His Infinity, to wit, 


SECT. II. 


His Immenſiy. 

His Ommipreſence, or Immenſity, 
which, though it carries the ſame 
Authority and Reaſon along with it, 
yet is not ſo univerſally believed and 
aſſented to. The Oppoſers of this, 
are the Epicureans and Socimans ; 
the former excluding God from the 
Government of the World, by deny- 


ing His Providence, (of which I ſhall 


have Occaſion to ſpeak more at large 
under another Head) the other con- 
fining him to the Circle of His 
Throne in Heaven, by not allowing 
Him to be eſſentially preſent any 
where elſe, but only Virtually by 
His Influence and Operations. 

Now 


86 THE DIVINE: ATTRIBUTES. 

Now to obviate this ſeeming Dif- 
ficulty, we are to. conſider, that 
God's being ſaid to dwell in Heaven, 
is not to be ſo underſtood, as to ex- 
clude Him from the other Parts of 
the Univerſe, as if He were not on 
the Earth alſo; but chiefly to point 
out to us'the more Eminent Manner 
of His Preſence in Heaven, and that 
as His Majeſty and Glory is there 
moſt viſibly and illuſtriouſly diſplay- 
ed; fo, in * our Addreſſes to Him, 
we ſhould endeavour to withdraw 
our Minds from earthly Objects here 
below, and raiſe them up to thoſe 
Regions above, from whence all 
Bliſs and Happineſs is derived. _ 
Nor are we to believe that He is 
only virtually preſent with us, fance 
He Himſelf has declared by His Pro- 
phet, 1/a. Ixvi. 1. That as Heaven 
is bis Throne, ſo Earth is bis Footſtool, 
What 
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What Houſe, therefore, will ye build 
me, ſaith the Lord Or what is the 
Place of my Abode ® Do not I fill 
the Heavens and the Earth? And 
hence flowed thoſe pious and fublime 


Expreſſions of the Royal Prophet, 
Thou art about my Path, and. about 


my Bed, and ſpieſt out all my Ways. 


Whither ſhall T go then from thy Spi- 


rit, or whither ſhall I fly from thy Pre- 


fence ® If I climb up into Heaven 
Thou art there; if I go down to Hell 


Thou art there alſo. Pla. exxxix. 7, 


8, 9. For there He is in the Ef- 
fects of his Vengeance to puniſh the 


Ungodly, as well as in the Manſions 
above to reward the Juſt. 
Numbers of Authorities might be 


cited from the Heathen Authors on 


this Head : The moſt remarkable of 
which (to trouble You with no more) 
is that memorable and ſagacious Say- 

_ 
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ing of Seneca, in his Book De Bene- 
Aci. — Nuocunque Te flexeris, ibi 
Deum videbis occurrentem Tibi; nibil 
ab Illo vacat, nam Opus ſuum Ipſe 
implet; © which Way ſoever you 
turn, you are ſure to meet with 
God; there is nothing void of Hi 
for he filleth all in all; agreeable to 
which is that Saying of the Poets, 
Jovis omnia plena. | 

To make a Diſtinction, Gaben 
between his Influence and his Eſ- 
ſence, by ſuppoſing him Omnipre- 
ſent in the one, and not in the 
other Reſpect, is not only falſe, but 
highly ridiculous. For ſhall we ſup- 
poſe the World to be greater than 
God that made it? Or that he can 
exert a Power beyond the Reach of 
his Being? This would be to con- 
ound the very Notion of Finite and 
Infinite, to aſcribe the e 
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of Providence, to the mere Impreſ- 
fion of ſecondary Cauſes; and by 
Conſequence, to render all Divine 
Worſhip.and Religion uſeleſs and un- 
neceſſary. For if God be not every 
where preſent, how ſhould he hear 
our Prayers, or take Notice of our 
Actions? And if he does not do this, 
to what Purpoſe are his Laws, or why 
ſhould we oblige ourſelves to the Ob- 
ſervation of them ? 

This, therefore, is a Point of the 
higheſt Conſequence for us to believe, 


and reſt upon, That as God is eve- 


ry where by his Power, through 
which, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
He worketh all in all; fo is he like- 
wiſe by his Eſſence, which cannot 
without the greateſt Impiety, as well 


as Abſurdity, be ſeparated from it. 


So that though we cannot explain the 
particular Manner of his Preſence, or 
M Ope- 
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Operations, it becomes us, however 
to put on the Modeſty of Creatures, 

and ſtill to remember, that our Fa- 
culties are finite and limited, and, 
therefore, cannot comprehend what 
is Boundleſs and Immenſe. 


-$-EC-T. III 


of His Independency. 

As to the Independency of God, 
which is the next Attribute aſcribed 
to him, it ſeems to be ſo necel- 
ſarily implied in the Notion of his 
Eternity, that I need only draw an 
Inference or two from That, for the 
Proof and Illuſtration of it. For as 
he is ſuppoſed to have exiſted from 
all Eternity before there was any 

other Being in the World: So tis 
impoſſible he ſhould depend upon 
another for his ; becauſe that other 


muſt 
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muſt then be neceſſarily pre-ſuppoſed, 
and conſequently the Godhead, un- 
leſs it were Independent, would nei- 
ther be the Firſt Cauſe, nor Eternal, 
as has been before demonſtrated. 

As God, therefore cannot depend 
upon any other for his Being, ſo nei- 
ther can He for the Continuance, or 
Conſervation, of it: Becauſe he is not 
only Superior to all Things elſe, but 
having conferred on all whatever of 
Power or Strength they have; no- 
thing can make any prevalent Im- 
preſſion upon Him, fo as to deſtroy, 
or alter any Action, Purpoſe, or De- 
cree, that can be ſaid to belong to, 
or to flow from Him. For then He 
muſt be ſuppoſed to ſtand in Need 
of His Creatures, for their Concur- 
rence in His Diſpenſations; the for- 
mer of which would argue a Weak- 
neſs, the latter a Defect; both which 

M 2 are 
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are utterly inconſiſtent with the No- 
tion of a Deity. And for that Rea- 
ſon, though Men and other Crea- 
' tures are often made Uſe of, as In- 
ſtruments in the Hand of God, to 
bring about the Deſigns of His Pro- 
vidence, by the Diſtribution of tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſhments in 
the World; yet this is no Argument 
of His Want of their Aſſiſtance, but 
rather of His Almighty Power and 
Wiſdom, who; ordering all Things 
according to the Council of His own 
Mind, doth often make Choice, /as St. 
Paul aſſures us, 1 Cor. i. 27. of the 
 aveak Things of the World to confound 
tbe Mighty, &c. that no Fleſh may 
glory in His Preſence. | 
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His Immutability. 


The third and laſt of His * 
municable Attributes is Immutability, 
by which is meant a Freedom from 
all Manner of Change or Inconſtancy, 
and that both in Reference to His Ex- 
iſtence, as being Eternal and Immor- 
tal, and to His Will, as He is an 
everlaſtingly Wiſe, Juſt, and Pow- 
erful Being, whoſe Councils and De- 
crees are like Himſelf, the ſame Y 
terday, To-Day, and for ever. And 
for this we have the Teſtimony of 


Places of Scripture than, after thoſe 
before cited, I have Occaſion to 
mention, Thus we read, Exodus 
it. 14. That the Name whereby He 
firſt made Himſelf known to the Com- 

| fort 


Divine Revelation in many more 
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fort of His People, and the Terror 
of the Egyptians, their Oppreſſors, 
was, I am that I am. And again, 
Mal. iii. 6. I am the Lord, and 
change not. And the like again 
more expreſsly in Ja. xiv. 24. Sure- 
ly as IT have thought,. ſaith the Lord, 
fo ſpall it come to paſs, and as I pur- 
poſed, ſo ſhall it and. For as God is 
not a Man, that He fhould lie, or 
as the Son of Man, that He ſhould 
repent. | 

Tis true, He is frequently men- 
tioned in Scripture under this No- 
tion, and particularly Gen. vi. 6. 
where tis ſaid, that ir repented God 
that He had made Man upon the 
Earth, But this, and the like Ex- 
preſſions in other Places of Scripture, 
are not ſo to be underſtood, as if God 
acted like Men, who fall upon new 
and when they are defeated and 

battled 
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baffled in thoſe they had before pro- 
jected. With regard to which it is 
that when God changes the external 
Manner and Method of His Opera- 
tions, the inſpired Writers conde- 
ſcending to our inadequate Apprehen- 
ſions, call it Nepentance. Not that 
it really denotes any Alteration at all 
in the Council of God's Will, but 
only in the Manner of bringing it 
about. For, as He has different 
Ends in the ſame Action; ſo He can 
make even contrary Actions, (or, at 
leaſt, ſuch as ſeem fo to us) to con- 
ſpire to the ſame End. 

In which Senſe (as Aquinas borrow- 
ing his Notion from St. Auguſtin ex- 
preſſes it) Mutatiomem quidem vult, 
fed Voluntatem ſuam numquam muta? 
Deus; the Meaning of which is that 
though God wills a Change, yet he 
never changes his Will. Tis true that 

| the 
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the Divine Promiſes are every where 
in Scripture repreſented to be upon 
the Condition of the Sinner s Turn- 
ing from the Evil of bis Ways, which 
zs properly termed Nepentance; but, 
as that is ſuppoſed to be on Man's 
Part only; ſo it cannot otherwiſe, 
than in a figurative Senſe, be aſcribed 

to God under that Denomination. 
Nor is it at all conſiſtent with 
Human Reaſon to ſuppoſe Him ca- 
pable of it; for if He were, it muſt 
be either for the Better, or the Worſe: 
It cannot be for the Better; becauſe, 
being already poſſeſſed of all poſſible 
Perfection, there can be no Occa- 
ſion of any ſuch Change: And it is 
not to be imagined, without the 


higheſt Blaſphemy, that ſo All-wiſe 


and Powerful a Being ſhould ever 
change for the Worſe. And, there- 


fore, as the Divine Plato concludes 


upon 
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Upon the like Reaſoning, Karo; 2, 
groe wy kię T9 duvaloy paves. att aha; 
g avis n. Tat He always con- 
tinues fimply and abſolutely the ſame. 
And Seneca agrees with Him in the 
like Aſſertion. 

But what Need is there of 3 
Teſtimonies upon ſo ſelf-evident 
a Point, which is beyond the Rules 
and Power of Right Reaſon to refuſe 
its Aſſent to? Can we aſcribe that to 
God, which is a manifeſt Weakneſs 
and Imperfection in Ourſelves; or 
imagine Him capable of Inconſtancy 
and Mutability in His Divine Diſpen- 
ſations, which we cannot but own 
is a Contradiction to His very Na- 
ture? And which, beſides the noto- 
rious Indignity and Reproach it muſt 
neceſſarily bring upon all His other 
Excellencies, would ſubvert the very 
Foundation of our Faith and Fear, as 


N well 
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well as of our Hope, and Affiance 
in Him, which muſt of Courſe be 
the Conſequence of it. For if His 
Power and Juſtice were precarious, 
and uncertain, His'Threatnings would 
in a great Meaſure loſe their Awe 
and Influence upon us: And if His 
Truth and Faithfulneſs could fail, no 
Promiſes or Declarations, how gra- 
cious ſoever, could be any firm Ground 
for our Truſt and Confidence in his 
Word. 

Upon the whole therefore, it is, 


and muſt ſtill be our Duty, notwith- | 


ſtanding all the Viciſſitudes and ſeem- 
ing Inconſtances that appear in the 
Management of Human Affairs, to 
believe them (as they really are) to be 
the Product of the ſteady and uni- 
form Council of the Almighty, who 
for Reaſons too deep and hidden for 
our ſcanty Capacity to fathom, 

changes 


woe fas „% wb had wWalo wb 1— 
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changes the Times, and Seaſons, and 
Tranſactions of Things, as is moſt 
agreeable to His own Divine Decrees, 
without any the leaſt Variation in 
Himſelf. 


SECT. V. 


Having thus far taken a View of 
His Incommunicable Attributes, Icome 
next to conſider thoſe others which are 
ſtiled Communicable, as being in ſome 
lower Degree, by Way of Participa- 
tion, communicated to Mankind, tho 
in Eminence and Perfection they are 
peculiarly appropriated to God Him- 
ſelf. 

But ſince tis above our Capacities 
to apprehend theſe Divine Properties 
in { tranſcendent a Manner as he 
poſſeſſes them, but only ſo far as He 
is pleaſed to communicate them to 
us; all the Eſtimate we can take of 

N 2 them, 
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them, muſt be by ſuch Rules, and 
from ſuch Ideas as we make ule of 
in judging of theſe Perfections in our- 
ſelves ; ſtill making this juſt Allow- 
ance, that as Ours are relative and 


limited, ſo His muſt be Abſolute 


and Infinite. And as all the Excel- 
lency we can apprehend in a Rati- 


tional Being muſt belong either to 
the Underſtanding, the Will, or the 


the Operations that flow from them; 


ſo all theſe Perfections whereby we 


are faid to reſemble God, are pro- 
perly referred to thoſe three Finds 1 


before mentioned. 
ths K nowledge and Vi we 


'The rſt of which is 22 


which relates more particularly to the 


Divine Underſtanding, and may be 
conſidered under a twofold N otion, 
VIZ, 
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viz. Either, Firſt, as it denotes a 
perfect Comprehenſion of the Nature 
of all Things, with the ſeveral Pow- 
ers, Qualities and Circumſtances of 
them, and then tis call'd Nu. 
ledge; Or, as it implies the ſkilful 
ordering and diſpoſing of all theſe 
to the beſt Ends and Purpoſes in the 
Government of the World, which is 
more properly and ſtrictly termed 
Wiſdom. The former conſiders Things 
abſolutely in themſelves; the latter, 
the Reſpects and Relations they bear 
one to another, under the Notion of 
Means and End. 


Now tho' there is nothing more 
evident, both from Scripture and Rea- 
ſon, than that this univerſal Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom is to be attributed 
to God without any Limitation; yet 
ſuch is the Pride and Petulance of hu- 

| „ 
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man Reaſon, that every Age has af- 
forded Inſtances of Gainſayers to this 
Truth, who have preſumptuouſly 
endeavoured to rob him of his Om- 
niſcience, or Providence in ſome 
Reſpects; by repreſenting it as a 
Thing either beyond his Reach to ſee 
and obſerve the Actions of his Crea- 
tures, or below his Greatneſs to con- 
cern himſelf in ,the Management of 
them.----They will allow him per- 
haps to have a general View of the 
Great and Weighty Affairs of States 
and Kingdoms, but not to. deſcend 
to the minute Survey of the Thoughts 
and Actions of particular Perſons, 
which are uſually attended with fuch 
a Variety of hidden Circumſtances, as 
are beyond their own Power to pry 
into; and therefore they are apt to 


* within une, Tuſh, the Lord 
dolb 
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doth not ſee, neither ſhall the God of 


Jacob regard us. 

Toobviate the fallacious Arguments 
that are uſually urged in Favour of 
theſe Opinions, and ſhew the Abſur- 
dity of them, let me firſt obſerve, that 


as Knowledge or Wiſdom is the high- 


eſt Perfection of a rational Nature, 
ſo there is nothing can more eclipſe, 
or caſt a greater Blemiſh on the Di- 
vine, than to ſuppoſe God, in the 
leaſt Degree, or in any Kind, ſub- 
jet to Ignorance and Weakneſs, as 
thoſe who deny his Omniſcience muſt 
implicitly do. 

For, it his Knowledge were only 


as ours is, in Part, it would neither 
be univerſal, diſtin, nor infallible ; 
and, by Conſequence, muſt imply 
thoſe Defects which would not only 
deſtroy the Nature of abſolute Per- 
. but extinguiſh the Light of 

Hea- 
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heaven „and turn the Brightneſs of 
its Glory into the Image, or Shadow 
of Death. His Power and his Pro- 
vidence, with the Reſt of his Divine 
Perfections, if not founded on a com- 
prehenſive Knowledge, and directed 
by an unerring Wiſdom, would all 
fink of courſe and be diſregarded. 
For without this there would be no 
Council nor Order in the producing 
of Effects, no Proviſion for future 
Events, nor any Government of the 
World. 
And as to the other Part of th 
Objection, that it is below his Great- 
neſs, or inconſiſtent with his Happi- 
neſs, to take care of theſe inferior 
Beings and Things here below, as it 
proceeds from a Miſapprehenſion of 
the Divine Wiſdom, as if it were ca- 
pable of being embarraſſed or con- 
founded by the various Natures'and 
— . Num- 
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Numbers of Things; fo tis no leſs 
abſurd in the Conſequences that are 
deduced fromit, For if God be above 
the Care of His Creatures, why was 
He not likewiſe above the Pains of 
creating them ? And if it is an Inju- 
ry to his Deity to be put to the Trou- 
ble of governing them, it would ſure 
be much greater to ſuppoſe Him fo 
unkind and unjuſt, as to give them 
Being only to expoſe them to Chance. 

The Reaſon why Men are fo ſhort- 
ſighted and fallible in their Apprehen- 
ſion and Judgment of Things, is be- 
cauſe their Knowledge is only by Szc- 
ceſſion, and in Part, and every New 
Event or Occurrence that ariſes, ei- 
ther improves or confounds it. But 
as to Him, who beholds all Things 
(as has been proved) in one View, 
both Paſt, Preſent, and to come, 
and whoſe Attention cannot be in- 

O terrupted 
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terrupted by the Intricacy, or Multi- 
plicity of Affairs, He is above the 
Danger of any Surprize or Diſappoint- 
ment; and therefore can never be 
unealy or unhappy in His Admini- 
tration. For known unto God are 
all his Works from the Beginning of 
the World. Acts xv. 8. He alſo is 
wiſe, and there is no Wiſdom, nor Un- 
den ſtamding, nor Council, againſt the 

Lord. Prov. xxi. 30. For his Eyes 
are upon the Ways of Man, and He 
ſeeth all his Goings, Job. xxxiv. 22. 
 Weither is there any Creature that is 
not manifeſt in His Sight ; but all 
Things are naked, and open to the 
Eyes of Him, with whom we have to 
ao. Heb. iv. 13. 

Numberleſs Teſtimonies might be 
-brought from the Heathen Writers, 
to confirm the Truth of this: Their 
Books are full of Expreſſions of their 
Ad- 


omnia ' pervidentem, cogitaniem, & 
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Admiration of God's Omniſcience, 
as well as of His Wiſdom in the Go- 
vernment of the World. Arrian, in 
his Comments on Epiftetus, tells us, 
that every one ought to be perſuaded 


of this, Zr xacoy Tw Nu 
E og rat vans T8 pes that every Thing 


done by Men is ſeen by God. Quit 
enim, lays Cicero, non timeat Deum 


eee. 


| And as God's Knowledge is * 
finite in the Extent, fo it is hkewiſe 
in the Manner of its Comprehenſion, 
having this peculiar Excellency, that 
it penetrates into the hidden Thoughts 
and Contrivances of Men, and diſco- 
vers the ſecret Deſigns and Intentions 
of their Hearts. Fur he righteous God, 


n the Eſalmiſt, trieth the a 
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and Reins, and underflands our 
Thoughts afar off; He ſets our 
Mijdeeds before him, and our ſecret 
Sims in the Light of ors Comtenance. 
Pl. xc. 8. 

And tho' the Scrip ture had not 
revealed this ſo pale to us, yet tis 
natural and neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that 
He, who firſt endued his Creatures 
with their ſeveral Powers and Acti- 
vities, muſt needs be acquainted with 
the Motions and Inclinations of them, 
and that there can be no ſuch Thing 
as Secrecy and Retirement from an 
Eye that is every where preſent, and 
a Knowledge that pierceth into all 
Things. Wibil Deo clauſum eſt, ſays 
Seneca, intereſt animis noftris, & co- 
gitationibus medirs intervenit. We 
can keep nothing cloſe or ſecret from 
God, for He is preſent in our Minds, 


and's intimate to our very Thoughts. 
And, 
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And, therefore, needs no miniſtring 
Spirits to inform Him of our Con- 
ſultations; nor can he be deceived 
in the Judgment He makes of them. 
But to bring this Point yet nearer 
Home to Ourſelves: It is a Matter 
of Fa& we are but too apt to glory 
and pride ourſelves in, that great 
Numbers of our Fellow Creatures are 
by Nature endued with ſuch Quick- 
as of Apprehenſion and Penetra- 
tion of Judgment, as by the. occa- 
ſional Advantages of a learned Edu- 
cation, enables them to pry into the 
Series of Cauſes and Effects; to tell 
the Number and Motion of the Stars 
and diſtinguiſn the ſeveral Species 
of Animals and Plants by their 
Names and Qualities; to diſcourſe 


of the Intereſts and Intrigues of 


States and Kingdoms, and give an 
exact Account of the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions 
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ſtitutions by which they are govern- 
ed :----- And ſhall not God Himſelf 
have an infinitely more Diſtinct and 
Comprehenſive Knowled ge of all 
theſe? Certainly he muſt; other wiſe 
the Things that are made would be 
no leſs Excellent and Powerful than 
He that made them, and He muſt 
have endued us s with Nen equal 
to Himſelf. 

Tale "PF therefore, | ſays Holy 
David,: ye unwiſe among the People, 
O ye Fools, when will ye underſtand? 
He that planteth the Ear, ſball he 
not hear; or He that made the Eye 
ſhall he not ſee; or he that teacheth 
Man Knowledge, ſhall not he know? 
This is a Conſequence: ſo rational 
and undeniable, that thoſe Philoſo- 
phers of old, who denied the Provi- 
dence of God in the Management of 
Human Affairs, could not pretend 


to 
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toargue or diſpute againſt it, And, 
therefore, to make their Opinion the 
more plaufible, they were put under 
a Neceſſity of aſſerting the Eternity 
and Self -Exiſtence of the World. 
Not that they had any Grounds in 
Reaſon to believe it; but purely to 
avoid the Abſurdity of granting an 
Almighty Creator, that ſhould be 
either Ignorant or Negligent of the 
Work of His own Hands. 

I have inſiſted the longer upon this 
Attribute, becauſe of the great Op- 
poſition it meets with from Men of 
corrupt Minds, and the dangerous 
Conſequence of others being drawn 
into the like Error by their Example. 
For if once the Senſe of God's know- 
ing our Thoughts and Actions be 
loſt, the Reſt of His Divine Attri- 
butes will only frve to embolden 
Men in an open Violation and Con- 
tempt 


— 
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tempt of His Laws, till at laft they 
provoke him to aſſert his Omniſcience 
by his Juſtice, when they ſhall too 
late diſcover that he knew their Sing, 
by the Puniſhment he inflicts upon 
them. 


TE CT. . 


His Holineſs and Goodneſs. 


The next of His Communicad!: 
Attributes is Holineſs, which relate 
to the Divine Will, and may be 
alſo conſidered two Ways, Either 
iſt, as it is an eſſential Property, 
whereby he is infinitely holy, pure, 
and perfect in himſelf; or, 2dly, as it 
implies a Tendency to communicate 
thoſe Divine Perfections to his Crea- 
tures, according to their ſeveral 
Ranks and Capacities in Life; and 

9 then 
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neſs belongs to God in the firſt Senſe, 
is ſo fundamental a Notion, and fo 
univerſally. agreed to, that I need 
not go about to prove it. Tis the 
firſt and brighteſt Ray of the Deity, 
the Foundation of all Worſhip and 
Adoration, and ſo eſſential to His 
Being, that to imagine a God with- 
out it, were to imagine Him without 
That, which chiefly conſtitutes Him 
what He 1 is. 

And that it ought alſo to be a- 
ſcribed to Him under the Title of 
Goodneſs, when duly conſidered, ad- 
mits of as little Doubt. For as God 
is originally and eſſentially Good in 
Himſelf, ſo is he the Fountain, the 
Author, the Rule and Meaſure from 
whom all created Goodneſs is derived, 
and by Conformity. to which it is to 

P 


be 


then tis ſtiled Goodneſs. That Holi- 
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be eftimated. And tis for this Res- 
ſon we find that Goodneſs, in this 
Senſe of the Word, is fo fingularly 
appropriated to Him, by Chrift 
himſelf, that he tells His Diſciples, 
There is none Good but One, that is 
God. Mark xviii. 19. 


Many and various are the Ways 
by which he has been pleaſed, thro' 
all Ages, to mahifelt this Goodneſ 
to Mankind, and ſtill continues to 
do ſo; which need not but juſt be 
named to demand our Aſſent to, and 
Acknowledgment of them. -—-- His 
endowing us with rational 'and im- 


mortal Souls, capable of diſtinguiſh- | 


ing between Good and Evil, and of 
being made for ever happy with Him 
in the Enjoyment of a future State: 
— His ſending his beloved Son (when 
we had forfeited a Title to that State 


by 
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by our firſt Parents Tranſgreſſion) to 
redeem and reſtore us to it; His 
vouchſafing us a ſtanding Revela- 
tion of his Divine Will, to inſtruct 


us in the Means and Terms of Salva- 


tion by Him, and enabling us, by 


the powerful Influence of his Holy 
Spirit, to diſcharge our ſeveral Du- 
ties in ſuch a Manner as he is in Mercy 


pleaſed to accept of ;-----are all of 


them ſuch amazing Inſtances of his 
Goodneſs and Loving-Kindneſs to 


us, .that we may juſtly join with the 
Royal Pſalmiſt in that pathetick Eja- 
culation---Lord ! what is Man that 
thou hal. juch Reſpeft unto him, or 
the Son of Man, that thou jo regard- | 
eſt him. 

Nor are the merciful Diſpenſations 


of his Providence to all Sorts and Con- 
ditions of Men, even in the Midſt of 


the higheſt Provocations and Of- 
P 2 . fences 
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fences againſt Him, a leſs remarka- 
able Inftance of it than the former, 
For he maketh his Sun to riſe on the 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth 
Rain on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt: 
He comforts the Feeble-minded, ſup- 
ports the Weak, relieves the Weceſſ- 
tous, and delivers the Oppreſſed from 
all the miſchievous Effects that the 
Fraud and Malice, or Cruelty of 
their Enemies, have unjuſtly levelled 
againſt them. So that as Seneca, in 
his fourth Book de Ben. obſerves, 
« there is no Perſon ſo wicked, or 
« miſerable in Life, who hath not 
« in ſeveral Reſpects, had Experi- 
« ence of the Divine Bounty, as Oc- 
te caſions required.” 


Nor is it any Limitation of God's 
_ Goodneſs in this Reſpect, that ſome 
Men, who are given over to à repro- 
bate Mind, are excluded from it, any 

more 
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more than it is of His Power, to ſay 
that He cannot fin, or do any thing 
that is contradictory to His Nature 
and Will. For to continue the Of- 
fers of his Grace and Favour towards 


Perſons not capable of *becoming 


| Good, is altogether inconſiſtent with 


the infinite Purity and Holineſs 
of God, who abbors Iniquity, and 
has promiſed to execute his Judg- 


ments on all ſuch as are rebellious, 
and will not obey the Truth and Sanc- 
tity of his hens But this, I ſay, is 
no juſt Objection to the Univerſality 
of this Attribute, which, hke the 
Reſt of His Divine Excellencies, is 
Invariable and Eternal in itſelf, tho' 


the Infidel and profane Part of Man- 


kind have fruſtrated the Deſign of it, 
and perverted it to their own De- 

ſtruction. 
That it is equally offered and ex- 
tended 


| 
| 
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(after the many gracious Calls they 
have from Time to Time had to 
Repentance and Reformation, and 
the inward Checks and Reproaches 
of their own Minds for their repeated 
rejecting of them) cannot pretend to 
deny. As God therefore can by no 
Means be charged with any Defed 
on His Part, by inward Admoni- 
tions and Reproofs, to bring them 
to a better Senſe of their Duty; fo 'ti 
entirely owing to their. own Obſtinacy 
and Perverſeneſs in this Reſpect, who, 
by deſpiſing and abuſing the Means 
ment of Salvation, forfeit their Title 
to its Rewards, and become the wil- 
ful Authors of their own Ruin, in 
the dreadful Puniſhments that attend 
the Neglect of it. I might far- 
ther enlarge on the Mercy and Love 
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God to Mankind in this Particular; 
but this being only a Branch of His 
Goodneſs, and included in the gene- 
ral Notion I have here given of it. I 
proceed to the Conſideration of 


8 OT. VII. 


His Truth and Fuſtice. 


Theſe are two other Attributes 
eſſential to the Divine Will, and ad- 
tit likewiſe of a twofold Accep- 
tation: Eithet firſt in Jorg, as it 
implies a Congruity of his Precepts 
and Promiſes to his Divine Inten- 
tions, and then tis called Truth; 
Or, 2dly, in Deed, as it ſignifies 
the Rewarding or Puniſhing his Crea- 
tures according to the Quality and 
Deſert of their Actions, which is 


properly ſtiled Fustice And that 
| both 
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both theſe . ought to be aſcribed to 
God abſolutely, and in the higheſt 
Degree, is no leſs evident both 
from Scripture and Neun „than the 
former. 

As to the firſt, 1 we con- 
ſider the Precepts and Laws, or the 
Promiſes and Threatnings contained 
in the Scriptures, there are ſo man 
Proofs and Teſtimonies of the Faith- 
fulneſs and Veracity of the Divine 

Author of them, that it would be 
endleſs to deſcend to Particulars. Tis 
from hence he is emphatically ſtil'd 
by Moſes and the Prophets, The God 
of Truth; and hisWord, The Law of 
Truth. And in the New Teſtament 
we are told----That he is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. Jo. xiv. 6. 
That His Judgment are according to 
Truth. Rom. ii. 2. And that hz 
leads us by Preis into all Truth, 


Jo. xvi. 
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Jo. xvi. 13. And our own Reaſon 
plainly informs us, that as Error and 
Falſhood are an Argument, not only 
of Imperfection, but of the greateſt 
Baſeneſs; the reproachful Quality of 


the worſt of Men, and of the Devil 


himſelf, the Father of Lies; it would 
be the higheſt Affront and Indignity 
on our Part, not to ſeparate it at the 
oreateſt Diſtance from God, whoſe 
Perfections ſet Him abſolutely free 
from the leaſt Probability, or Suſpi- 
cion of it. 

The Reaſon why Men are fo often 
ſubject to falſify and break their 
Words, is either from the Weakneſs 
and Depravity of their Nature, the 
Fear of ſome Evil, or the Hope of 
ſome Advantage : But God, who is 
infinitely Wiſe, and All- ſufficient, 
has Nothing of that Kind to put 
Him upon it. His Ommiſcience ſe- 
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cures Him from being deceived 
Himſelf ; His Omnipotence from 
ſtanding in Need of deceiving others, 
and His Goodneſs from the very Ap- 


pearance of any Inclination to it. 


And that God is alſo % in all 
His Actions, fo as to reward, or 
puniſh His Creatures according to 
their Deſerts, muſt needs be univer- 
ſally aſſented to, as neceſſarily flow- 
ing from that rational Notion we 
have of him; that He is the great 
Sovereign Lord and Judge of the 
World, who is righteous in all Hi 
Ways, as well as holy- in all his 
Works; and that as Mercy and 
Truth are ſaid to go before Him, ſo 
Juſtice and Judgment are the Ha- 
bitation of his Seat, Pf. Ixxxix. 14. 


The Sociniaus, indeed, (whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to overturn the Satis- 
faction 
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faction of Chriſt's Merits, as well as 
the Divinity of His Perſon) have 
raiſed a frivolous Objection againſt 
this Attribute, viz: That it is not 
« abſolutely eſſential tothe Divine Na- 
« ture to puniſh Sin, or require Sa- 
« tisfaction for it; but that it is gat 
« only the Effect of His Free-Will, 
« which he may ſuſpend, or diſpenſe 
« with if he pleaſes. But to this 
it may be undeniably anſwered, that 
tho' God may, and often does par- 
don the Offences and Tranſgreſſions 
of His People, and whilſt there is 
any, Proſpect of Amendment, remits 
or defers the Puniſhment they de- 
ſerve, (for His Mercy is over all His 
Works, and it would be Preſump- 
tion in us to {et Bounds to it:) Yet 


the Nature of Sin in itſelf is fo very 


repugnant to the Purity of His Will, 
and the Sanctity of his Laws, that 


Q 2 He 
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He cannot be ſuppoſed, without the 


greateſt Abſurdity, ever to allow of 
or connive at it; eſpecially conſi- 
dering the expreſs Declarations he 
has made to the contrary, That there 
ſhall no Evil duell with him; and 
that though Hand join in Hand, 
the Wicked fhall not go tunpuniſhed. 
n. 

And for that Reaſon, tho' the 
full, compleat, and glorious Mani- 
feſtation of his Juſtice be reſerved to 
the great Day of Retribution, when 
the Secrets of all Hearts ſpall be dif- 
cho d, and every Man receive Sen- 
tence according to his Works ; yet 
that He may not leave himſelf a 
out Witneſs, in this Life, and that 
we may be fully convinced there #s 
a God that judges in the Earth; He 
takes frequent Occaſions to demon- 
ſtrate the Glory of his Juſtice 

to 
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to the World in the Preſent outward 
Recompences of Virtue; as well as 
the viſible Puniſhments of Vice. 


For what Good Man is there, that 


has not various Experiences of God's 
Temporal Mercies and Favours be- 
ſtowed upon Him, either in a con- 
ſtant Courſe of Proſperity in his world- 
ly Affairs, or, upon an Adverſe 
Turn of (what we call) Fortune, in a 
comfortable Support under them, and 
in his own due Time a happy Deli- 
verance from the Calamities and Af- 
flictions that are brought upon him 
by it ? Whilſt the Libertine and Pre- 
ſumptuous Sinner, whoſe Lot it is 


for the moſt Part to be viſited with 


diſtinguiſhed Evils and Misfortunes 


remarkably ſuited to his Crimes, is 
perpetually tormented with the Re- 


morſes of his own Conſcience, that 


haunt and purſue him thro various 


Scenes 
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Scenes of Anxiety and Deſpair, till 
having no Place or Perſon to fly to 
for Relief, he is apt in many In- 
ſtances, to grow weary of his Life 
and the World, and reſolutely bent 
to bid a final Adieu to both by lay- 

ing Violent Hands upon himſelf. 
But tho the contrary ſhould hap- 
pen (as it often does) that he ſhould 
continue to enjoy all the Affluence 
and Proſperity that this World can 
afford him; be promoted to Great 
Honours, have Abundance of Lands 
and Riches in Poſſeſſion, and be gra- 
tified with every Thing that his Soul 
Iufteth after: Yet this is no Argu- 
ment of the Inequality of God's Jul- 
| tice, who will ſooner or later make 
him ſenſible, that theſe, temporal 
Splendors and Enjoyments he © 
much delights in, and values himſelf 
upon, are but decoying Snares laid 
| in 
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in his Way, by the infernal Spirit, to 
tempt him to his own Deſtruction ; 
and that God will hereafter bring 
him to Judgment for them, when he 
will not fail to render to every Man 
his due at his future Tribunal; hen 
the Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſhall 
be executed upon him ; and the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Juſt be citabliihed 
and rewarded. 

Many Teſtimonies might here be 
produced from ſeveral of the Hea- 
then Authors, and particularly from 
Seneca, in his Epiſtle on this Head; 
but as this is a Subject fo fully and 
frequently treated of in ſo many ac- 
curate Diſcourſes from the Preſs, as 
well as the Pulpit, and fo abundantly 
dictated and inforced in all Parts of 
the Holy Scriptures ; more eſpecially 
by the Royal Prophet, in his 37th and 
73d Pſalm (which are moſtly taken 
up 
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up with an emphatical Vindication 
of the Divine Providence in this Re- 
ſpect,) I need only refer my Reader 
to them for a ſatisfactory Conviction 
of the Truth and Certainty of it. 


CT. VE 
His Power and Dominion. 
The laſt of theſe Communicadl: 


Attributes I mentioned is Power, 


which is equally eſſential to the No- 


tion of God, with Reſpect to his 


Divine Faculties of Acting and Exe- 
cuting whatever He thinks fit for 
the Good of Mankind, and the Ma- 
nifeſtation of His own Glory. And 
this likewiſe may be conſidered either 
Iſt, abſolutely, as it ſignifies an Al- 
mighty, Irreſiſtible Authority, and 
Ability in the Divine Being, to do 

whatever 
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whatever He pleaſes both in Heaven 
and in Earth; or 2dly, Relatively, 
as it implies a Sovereign Right and 
Dominion over all His Creatures, 
to govern and diſpoſe of them in 
ſuch a Manner, as is moſt agreeable 
to His own Will, and the Laws 
and Rules He has preſcribed to 
them as the Meaſure of their Ac- 
tions. For ſince He is not depen- 
dent upon, nor accountable to any 
for what He does; ſo His Power 
muſt be Supreme, and by Conſe- 
quence not capable of being check d 
or controul'd: and ſince all Creatures 
owe their Being, as well as their 
Subſiſtence to Him, He muſt cer- 
tainly have an abſolute Claim to all 
the aweful Reverence and Subjection 


they can poſſibly pay to Him. 
R As 
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As to the firſt, it is a Truth ſo 
rational and evident, that it is, we 


find, univerſally acknowledged and 


attributed to Him even by the Hea- 
thens themſelves. Thus Plato ſtiles 
him Twy -ray|w Hygepuore 3 and Cicero 
to the ſame Effect Omnium Rerum 
Dominum. And if we look into the 
Holy Scriptures for Teſtimonies on 
this Head, we find they every where 


abound with Variety of lofty Expreſ- | 


ſions to that Purpoſe, ſtiling him King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. To 
which alſo may be referred all thoſe 
Divine Doxologies, in which Power 
and Dominion are emphatically a- 
{ſcribed to him, and that in an un- 
bounded and infinite Degree.----But 
abſtracting from theſe, tho' no writ- 


ten Teſtimony could be produced 


for this Attribute, yet the ſtupen- 
Shag dous 
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dous Creation and Fabrick of the 
World; and the many mighty and 
wonderful Works he has from Age 
to Age manifeſted in over-ruling, 
directing, and managing all Things 
therein (as has been ſhewed) is an 
undeniable and ſufficient Demonſtra- 
tion of it. 

But this will yet more fully appear 
if we conſider the abſolute Meceſſity 
of ſuch a Power. For ſo Violent 
and Eager are the Deſires, ſo Fierce 
and Unruly the Luſts and Paſſions 
of Men, that, if there was not an 
invincible, All- powerful Hand to 
bridle and over-rule them, there 
would be no longer any living with 
Safety and Comfort in the World; 
but inconceivable Miſchiefs, Convul- 
ſions, and Diſtractions of every Kind 


would overſpread and cover the Face 
of the whole Earth. That this was 
R 2 the 
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the Opinion of that Great and Good 
Emperor M. Antoninus, appears | 


from that juſt and remarkable Queſ- 
tion he puts to himſelf in his excel- 
lent Treatiſe de Seipſo, ------ Ti pot 
Cy EN Koop xevw ©e8 IIęovoſac xeva. 
bat doth it avail me to live in 
a World void of God, or void of the 


Inſpecrion of his Providence ?---which 


he thought neceſſary to regulate and 
keep it in order. Without this the 


Divine Knowledge would be but an 


airy Speculation, and His Wiſdom 
uſeleſs and of none Effect: For to 
what Purpoſe (as was before obſerv d) 
ſhould he know our Affairs, if he 


has not Power to manage and direct 
them, or preſcribe Laws to his Crea- | 
tures, if he could not enfarce a due 


Obedience to them. 


This, indeed, is one of thoſe Attri- 
butes 
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butes that he has been pleaſed in 


Part to communicate to Men ; for 


it by him that Kings reign, and 


Princes decree Fuſtice; having a 
Power veſted in them to make Laws 
and Statutes, and Ordinances of ſe. 
veral Sorts, for the better Governing 
the People committed totheir Charge; 


to the political State, and publick 
Good of the ſeveral Communities 
over which they preſide. But as all 
this is infinitely inferior to that 
of the Almighty Sovereign, from 


' whom they receive it; ſo it does and 
muſt fall far ſhort of anſwering theſe 


Ends, without the Interpoſal of God's 
particular Providence to ſupport, di- 
rect, and proſper them, in the 
Courſe and Management of their ci- 

vil Adminiſtration. 
For as to Human Laws in general, 
tis 


134 THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 


tis but too evident that there is on ly 
a ſmall Part of our Duty which they 
can reach to; That which God 
looks moſt upon; z. e. the inward 
Acts of the Mind, they can make no 
Proviſion for; and even with Regard 
to thoſe outward Acts that fall under 
their Cognizance, they are liable to 
be many Ways corrupted, both in the 
Application and Execution of them. 
In a Word, the Power and the Laws 
of Men are much of the ſame Na- 
ture and Extent with the Knowledge 
of the Lawgivers: Of which it may 
juſtly be ſaid, Zam Illa falls faci- 
lis, quam iſia contemmi; that the 
one is ſubject to Error, the other to 
Contempt. Tis only the Inſpection 
of God, whoſe Omniſcience can't be 
deluded, his Judgment perverted, 
nor his Power controuled ; that 1s 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient to put an effectual Reſtraint 
upon the Trangreſſors of them. 

There is indeed, another Law, 
that I mean of the Mind or Con- 
ſcience, which is placed in the Boſom 
of every Man, and which, if it were 
duly and conſtantly attended to, would 
be a faithful Monitor, and an excel- 
lent Guide to us in the Courſe and 
Conduct of our Lives. But as this 
too, is neceſſarily founded in that 
higher Principle of the Knowled ge 
of God; ſo its Efficacy ſeems chief- 
ly, if not entirely to depend upon it. 
'Tis on that Account we find the 
Heathen Orator (who calls Conſcience 
the God within us, and magnifies it 
for the Power it has to reſtrain Man 
from acting or ſaying what he dares 
not publickly own) ſtill lays the Streſs 
of all upon this, „ That we are 
« every Minute ſeen by the Eye of 

ce the 
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tis but too evident that there is only 
a ſmall Part of our Duty which they 
can reach to; That which God 
looks moſt upon; z. e. the inward 
Acts of the Mind, they can make no 
Proviſion for ; and even with Regard 
to thoſe outward Acts that fall under 
their Cognizance, they are liable to 
be many Ways corrupted, both in the 
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In a Word, the Power and the Laws 
of Men are much of the ſame Na- 
ture and Extent with the Knowledge 
of the Lawgivers : Of which it may 
juſtly be ſaid, Zam Illa fall faci- 
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one is ſubject to Error, the other to 
Contempt. Tis only the Inſpection 
of God, whoſe Omniſcience can't be 
deluded, his Judgment perverted, 
nor his Power controuled ; that 1s 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient to put an effectual Reſtraint 
upon the Trangreſſors of them. 

There is indeed, another Law, 
that I mean of the Mind or Con- 
ſcience, which is placed in the Boſom 
of every Man, and which, if it were 
duly and conſtantly attended to, would 
be a faithful Monitor, and an excel- 
lent Guide to us in the Courſe and 
Conduct of our Lives. But as this 
too, is neceſſarily founded in that 
higher Principle of the Knowled ge 
of God; ſo its Efficacy ſeems chief- 
ly, if not entirely to depend upon it. 
'Tis on that Account we find the 
Heathen Orator (who calls Conſcience 
the God within us, and magnifies it 
for the Power it has to reſtrain Man 
from acting or ſaying what he dares 
not publickly own) ſtill lays the Streſs 
of all upon h, „That we are 
« every Minute ſeen by the Eye of 

ce the 
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« the Almighty from above, who 
« is not only the Witneſs, but is 
cc hereafter to be the Judge and 
« Rewarder of our Actions.” 

But could the Apprehenſion and 
Dread of this be once ſtifled, or 
evaded by an imaginary Notion of 
Secrecy and Concealment; if the 
All-penetrating Eye of God could 
be eluded and eſcaped like that of 
our Fellow-Creatures, we ſhould 
ſoon find by Experience the fatal 
Conſequence of it. That there would 
then be no more Conſcience made 
of Publick, than is now of Private 
Sins. The firſt Tramgreſſion we are 
told, that ever was committed in 
the World, brought no Remorſe 
along with it, till the Voice and 
Preſence of the Almighty awakened 
the Guilt of Conſcience in the Of- 
fender ; but when once it was per- 
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THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES, 137 
ceived that God knew it, then ſays 
Adam, I was afraid. Gen. iii. 10. 


From all which it is beyond Con- 
tradiction evident, that as the firm 
Belief of the Divine Omniſcience is 
abſolutely neceſſary to deter Men 
from Sin, and keep them ſteady to 
their Duty in every Branch of it; ſo 
is it likewiſe with regard to this At- 
tribute of the Omnipotent Power of 
God, to execute His Judgments upon 
Preſumptuous Sinners, and do every 
Thing He wills and ordains to be 


done to that End; which, though 


tis the Laſt here mentioned, is the 
Higheſt and moſt Effectual Sanction 
and Enforcement of all the Reſt. 

It muſt, indeed, be owned there 
are ſome Things which God cannot 
do; ſuch as either in themſelves im- 
ply a Contradiction, or are repug- 

Fo . nant 
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nant to the Nature of His Divine 
Perfections. But this is ſo far from 
a Limitation of the Infinity of His 
Power, that it is rather a diſtinguiſhed 
Excellence and Privilege of it. For as 
the Power of every Agent is to be 
meaſured from the proper Objects it 
is exerciſed upon; ſo the Univerſality 
of God's Power being wholly exer- 
ciſed about ſuch Things as are eſſen- 
tially Right and Good, and proper 
to be done; it cannot be ſuppoſed to 
extend to any ſuch Acts as are either 
naturally, or morally Irregular, In- 
conſiſtent, or Unjuſt; ſuch as to 
make a Man a Brute, or Himſelf a 
Liar; to impoſe Laws upon His 
Creatures that are abſolutely beyond 
their Ability to perform, - or puniſh 
them for what they do not deſerve, 
or have not in their Power to help: 


For this would be to overturn both 
e His 
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His own Nature and ours, and con- 
tradict the Eternal Laws of His Wil- 
dom and Juſtice by which He go- 
verns the World. 

Some Things, no Doubt there are 
which may ſeem poſſible with Men, 
which yet the Scripture tells us are paſſi- 
ble with God, Who is able to do above 
all that we can think, or deviſe. But 
theſe are only called Impoſſibilities 
with Reſpect to the Narrowneſs of 
our Underſtanding, and therefore, 
tho in that Senſe they may be ſaid 
to be above Reaſon, yet (as has been 
all along obſerved in like Caſes) they 
are by no Means contrary to it. 


And this brings me to the other 
Branch of his Power I mentioned, to 


wit, the abſolute Dominion and Ju- 


riſdiction He has over His Creatures, 
to command or prohibit, reward or 
8 2 puniſh 
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puniſh, as /eemerh good unte Him; 
which being equally agreeable to the 
Natural, as well as Reveal'd Idea we 
have of God, is no leſs 
to be aſcribed to Him, than the 
Former. For whether we conſider 
the Superlative Eminence of His 
Nature, or our neceſſary Dependance 
upon Him for every Thing we have, 
and enjoy in the World, there is 
nothing can be more reaſonable than 
that He ſhould have a Power to oyer- 
rule and govern us in all Things as 
His Divine Will directs, and that, 
as we are His People, and Sheep of 
His Paſture, we ſhould fubmit our- 
ſelves, in all Things to His Pleaſure 
and Diſpoſal, with a becoming Pa- 
tience and Reſignation to it. 
Many Teſtimonies might be brought 
from the Heathen Writers, as well as 
* Holy Scriptures, to evidence their 


concurrent 


> *& (> MG ©* 


bd &@' 2 


3 2a 


vw i 


THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 14x 
concurrent Opinion on this Head: 
But after ſo many Quotations already 
made from both to the like Purpoſe, 
it will be ſufficient to mention that 
remarkable and pathetick Declara- 
tion of King Vebuchadnezzar, when 
his Underſtanding was reſtored to him 
after the Doom God paſſed upon 
him, of being driven to affociate and 
take his Food among the Beaſts of 
the Field) as we find it recorded by 
the Prophet Daniel, ch. iv. ver. 34, 
355 viz. That His Dominion is an 
everlaſting Dominion, that He does 
according to His Will in the Armies of 
Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, and none may flay his 
Hand, or ſay unto him, what dbeſt 
thou? A Confeſſion ſo fully expreſ- 


fave of God's abſolute Sovereignty 


oyer the whole World, that it will be 
altogether 
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altogether unneceſſary to enlarge any 
farther upon it. 

I have but one Thing more to 
add, by Way of Caution on this im- 
portant Head, namely, That as we 
are not to examine too nicely into the 
Manner, or Method, by which God 
exerciſes this Authority over us; fo 
neither are we to ſet Bounds to it, or 
determine how far it may be extend- 
ed, either here, or hereafter. Tis 
ſufficient for us to know and believe, 
that the only Rule and Meaſure of 
both, is that of His Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, which He neither can, nor 
will, in any Reſpect, act contrary 
to. And, therefore, tho' His Dil- 
penſations in this. Life are many 
Times promiſcuous and uncertain ; 
not only in the Caſe of partciular 
Perſons, but likewiſe in the publick 
Events of States and Kingdoms ; yet 

tis 
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tis neceſſary for theVindication of His 
Providence in the Univerſal Opinion 
of the Heathen, as well as the Chri- 
ſtian World, that there ſhall be a 
future State of Accounts in another 
Life, where His Authority and Do- 
minion will be more remarkably and 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed, and every 
Man be brought to acknowledge, 
That verily there is a Reward for the 
Righteous, doubtleſs there is a God 
that ruleth over and alben the 
Earth. 


PRACTICAL INFERENCES 
REMARKS and EXHORTATIONS 
On the forgoing Heads. 


RYAVING now given you 
2 a comprehehenſive View of 
che ſeveral Divine Attri- 
butes in as clear and diſtinct a Man- 
ner as the Sublimity and Abſtruſe- 
neſs of the Subject would allow me 
to do; I proceed next to draw ſuch 
Practical Inferences, Remarks, and 
Exhortations, from each of them, 
as are moſt proper to influence our 
Wills and Affections to the Perform- 
ance of our reſpective Duties to the 
| Almighty 
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Almighty Being in whom they are 


inveſted. 


To open the Way to this it may 


not be improper to obſerve, That as 


it is natural for Men to proportion 


their Eſteem of Things according to 


the Worth and Dignity which they 


apprehend to be in them; ſo it is 
beyond Contradiction evident, that a 
Being, which has in it all poſſible 
Perfection, may juſtly challenge all 
the Honour, Eſteem, and Venera- 

tion that can poſſibly be paid to it. 
In order to which, if we run over 
all the ſeveral Attributes of God in 
our Thoughts, (as they have been 
before explained and proved) and, 
comparing Him with the beſt of his 
Creatures, conſider the vaſt Diffe- 
rence and Diſproportion there is be- 
tween them and their Creator, we 
{hall the more readily be induced, 
| T and 
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and the more ſtrongly obliged to the 


| Acknowledgment and Performance 
of the ſeveral Duties reſulting from 
them. 

The Dictates of our natural 
Reaſon and Experience inform us, 
that all other Beings and Things in 
the World had, at one Time or other, 
a Beginning of their Exiſtence; and 
will, or at leaſt may, if he pleaſes, 
have an End of it too: But He, 
wlio (as St. Jobn tells us is Alpha 
and Omega, the Beginning and the 
Eud of all Things, is Himſelf with- 
out either. ---All other Beings muſt ac- 
knowledge an Infinite Superior, from 
which they had their Original, and 
on which they have their Depen- 
dance: But He alone owes His 
Being to none, nor is indebted to 
any for the Continuance of it. 


All 
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All His Creatures here below are 
ſabje&t to Alteration and Change, 
Corruption and Decay; are capable 
of fome Acceſſion to their Natures, 
of poſſeſſing more than they already 
have, and of knowing more than 
they at preſent underſtand. But 
with Him, whoſe Style is, I am what 
J am, there is no. Variation nor Sha- 
dow of Turning. For He Himſelf 
is the Fountain and Completion of 
all Happineſs and Glory, and there- 
fore cannot receive an Addition of 
either. He is the Abyſs and Fulneſs 
of all Riches, and Wiſdom, and Pow- 
er, that can be aſcribed to Him, and 
therefore cannot more perfectly en- 
joy what he has from all Eternity 
poſſeſſed, nor ſee and know more 
than he has in like Manner compre- 
hended, to whom all Times and all 

r Things 
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Things, both paſt, and to come, are 
always preſent. 
And the like has been obſerved 
of all his other Attributes ; for as 
the Wiſe Man ſpeaks) as is His Ma- 
jeſty ſo is His Mercy and Truth, His 
_ Juſtice and Holineſs infinitely Great 
_ infinitely Amiable, and infinitely 
Worthy of all our Worſhip and Obe- 
dience, than which nothing ſure 
can more effectually work upon our 
Reaſon, or engage our Affection 
to the Diſcharge of theſe Duties to 
Him. For if we are perſuaded, as 
the P/a/mi/# was, that there is none 
in Heaven or in Earth comparable 10 " 
God in any Reſpect, we cannot but * 
be diſpoſed and excited to ſay with to 
him, Lord, whom have we in Heaven ſt 
bus Thee, and there is none upon Earth th 
"that we ought to aefire in Compariſon 85 
of Thee. ot 
| It | 
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It was upon this, as the proper 
Foundation of that true Wiſdom 
upon which the Fear and Love of 
God is built, and by which it is up- 
held, that the Primitive Chriſtians, 


whoſe Memories we ſo much cele- 


brate, arrived to what paſſes with us 
for an unimitable Pitch of Piety. 


They placed their chief Happineſs in 
the Contemplation of God Himſelf, 
and borrowing Luſtre as it were 
from the Rays of His Divinity, ſhone 
forth in Virtues and Graces fo bright 
and tranſcendent, as to become a 
Light to the whole Chriſtian Church, 
which, thoſe of later Ages, who ſet 
not God before them, have, alas! but 


too little Regard to. Hence that 


ſtrong Faith, that conſtant Hope, 


that chearful Confidence they repoſed 


in Him; and hence alſo that entire 
Submiſſion of their Underſtandings 


to 
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to his Divine Word, and Reſigna- 
tion of their Will to his Good Plea- 
{ure therein ſet forth, * * 
edly flow. 
3 Which leads me 8 more 
particularly, as I propoſed, the ſe- 
veral Inferences, Remarks, and Ex- 
hortations, that naturally ariſe from 
the Contemplation of the Divine 
Eſſence and Attributes, in the ſame 
Order and Method as was before 
obſerved in the Explication of them. 


8 E C T. I. 
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As to his 1 1 Altri- 
butes, whereby God doth infinitely 
tranſcend all other Beings, as they 
are naturally apt to work in us the 
higheſt Eſteem and Admiration of 

"Link 
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him, ſo they ſhould oblige us on 
all Occaſions to expreſs our Ado- 
ration and Worſbip towards him. 
This the very Heathens themſelves, 
through all the Darkneſs of their 
Error and Superſtition, could not 
but perceive and acknowledge. For 
to them as the Apoſtle St. Paul 
expreſſes it, the Inviſible Things of 
God were clearly ſeen, being under- 
food by the Things that were made, 
even his Eternal Power and Godhead. 
Rom. 1. 20. 

They eaſily diſcovered the Being 
of a Deity, and then neceſſarily con- 
cluded that what enjoyed theſe glo- 
nous Perfections muſt needs be ador d; 
that a Being of fuch Greatneſs and 
Majeſty muſt needs command Fear 
and Reverence, Worſhip and Obe- 
dience. “ Deus celitur, ſays Seneca, 
« propter Majeftatem eximiam, fin- 
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&« gularemgue:{Vaturam, - God is 
« therefore worſhipped becauſe of 
“ his Excellent Majeſty and Incom- 
e parable Nature.” And Ariſtotle 
aſſerts that C whoſoever denies or 
« doubts of this, ought not to be 
« dealt with by Arguments, but Pu- 
e niſhments.” 

And if the Gentiles, „ 
ing the Darkneſs they lay under, 
could yet diſcern their Obligation 
_ to worſhip and obey him, whom they 
called their Lord, how ſtrangely 
ſtupid and inexcuſable ſhould we be 
who enjoy the glorious Light of the 
Goſpel, if we did not in a more 
eminent Manner acknowledge the 
Connexion between that Title and 
our Duty? Eſpecially ſince it is fo 


expreſly required of us, that we ſhould 


give the Lord the Honour due to his 
Name, and worſhip him with holy 


Worſhip; 
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Worſhip ; that, we ſhould not only 
glorify God in our Bodies, but alſo in 
our Spirits, which are God's. 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. For as God is a Spirit, ſo they 
that worſhip Him, muſt worſhip Him 
in Spirit and in Truth, John iv. 24. 

By which we are plainly and expreſ- 
ly to underſtand, that it is not only re- 
qiuſite we ſhould teſtify our Reverence 
and Reſpect to his Divine Majeſty 
by External Geſtures and Obeifances; 
by bowing our Heads, lifting up our 
Hands, and bending our Knees be- 
fore him; or by exerciſing our 
Tongues in magnifying his Name, 
and making his Praiſe to be glorious 
in the ſolemn Aſſemblies of the Saints 
round about us; but that we ſhould 
likewiſe glorify him in our Hearts 
and Affections, and by an inward 
Zeal of Piety and Devotion, invoke 
his gracious Aſſiſtance in our Neceſ- 
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ties of every Kind, and pay our 
grateful Acknowledgments of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving for the many 
Favours and Bleſſings we have alrea- 
dy received. 

And what is yet of as great or 
greater Importance than any of the 
Reſt, ſince the higheſt Glory s 
a Creature can give to his Maker is 
by endeavouring to be like him; tis 
more eſpecially incumbent on us to 
teſtify our Veneration for him, by 
conforming our Lives and Actions 
to his Divine Perfections, as far as 
our preſent frail State will Admit of 
an Imitation of them.---For the bet- 
ter Acceptance of all which Dutics, 
that we may not forfeit his Grace 
and Favour by our frequent Devia- 
tions from them, tis ſtill farther ne- 
ceſſary, that we ſhould humble our- 
ſelves before him by repeated Acts 


of 
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of Contrition and Repentance, which 
as it is a juſt Acknowledgment of 
his Holineſs, who hates Sin, and of 
his Juſtice that will puniſh it; ſo 
is it likewiſe of his Mercy, which is 
ready to pardon it; for 'zis the Glory 
of God to paſs by our Tranſgreſſions. 
Theſe are in ſhort the ſeveral 
Forts of Divine Worſhip, by which 
we are to expreſs the Honour and 
Eſteem that is due to God on Ac- 
count of thoſe tranſcendent Excel- 
lencies that are primarily aſcribed to 
him, In the Performance of which 
we are eſpecially to take Care, that 
they be always accompanied with a 
hearty Zeal and Indignation againft 
all ſuch Actions, Perſons, and Things, 
as do in any Reſpect reflect Diſho- 
nour upon the Almighty; that we 
do not offend his Majeſty by Oſten- 
tation and Vain Glory, nor rob 
U 2 him 
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him of his Honour, by aſcribing 
thoſe Titles and Degrees of Worſhip 
to any Creature which are due to 
him alone. For as God is Infinite 
in Knowledge, and will not ſuffer 
himſelf to be impoſed on by Shew 
and Appearance; ſo is he likewiſe 
jealous of his Honour, and therefore 
will not permit his Glory to be gi- 
ven to another in any Reſpect, either 
direfly, by paying Divine Homage 
to Images and Relicks (which is no- 
toriouſly practiſed in the Ch urch of 
Rome,) or indirectiy, by placing our 
Confidence in, or our Afﬀections 
upon any Thing elſe in Preference, 
or Prejudice to him. 

What a high Prevocation then 
muſt they be guilty of, who in the 
Language of the Holy Scripture, 
male their Belly their God, and their 
Gold their Confidence, or who ſacrifice 

to 
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their own Met, and burn Incenſe to 
their Drag ? by aſcribing their Ac- 
quiſitions of Wealth and Honour to 
their own Wit and Sagacity, which 
is primarily owing to the Direction of 
his Providence, and cannot be ob- 
tained without his Permiſſion. For 
what leſs is this in the true Conſtruc- 
tion of it, than the ſetting up Falſe 
Gods in their Hearts, to the mani- 
feſt Injury, if not to the Excluſion, 
of the only True one? For, if to 
Love, and Fear, and Truſt, be Acts 
of Inward Devotion, (eſpecially when 
. raiſed above the Pitch of Created Ex- 
cellence;) then he that ſo loves, and 
fears, and truſts, turns the Monarchy 
of Heaven, as it were, into a Com- 
monwealth, and forms to himſelf 
as many Gods, as there are Perſons, 
or Things, he ſets his Heart upon, 
and devotes his Affections to. A 


Degree 
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Degree of Idolatry and Impiety that 
ought not to be thought of (much 
leſs practiſed) among Chriſtians, 
without the greateſt Abhorrence. 1 
pray God it may never be laid to the 
Charge of any who call themſelves 
by that Name. 


92 r. I. 
On His Truth and Fuſtice. 


T come now to the Duties that re- 
ſult from the Conſideration of his other 
Attributes that are ſtyl'd Communi- 
cable, which, in the uſual Method of 
treating them, are Faith, Love, Fear, 
and Obedience, as they ſeem more 
immediately to relate to the Truth 
and 7u/tice, the Goodneſs and Holi- 
neſs, the Wiſdom and Power of God. 


But without confining myſelſ pre- 


ciſely 
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ciſely to this Method, I ſhall briefly 
run over theſe Attributes in their Or- 
der, and draw ſuch Inferences from 
them, as moſt naturally ariſe from a 
due Reflection upon each. 

And, firſt, If God be a God of 
Truth, then there is all the Reaſon 
in the World, that we ſhould believe 
and aſſent to whatever he has been 
pleaſed to reveal to us in his Divine 
Word, the Holy Scriptures ; which, 
however difficult for us to compre- 
hend in ſome Points, that are above 
the Reach of our Reaſon to come 
up to; yet as they are delivered to 
us under that Denomination, and 
have his Divine Sanction ſet to them; 
we are indiſpenſibly obliged, upon 
that infinitely Superior Standard of 
all Truth, to give a firm Aſſent to 
it at the Peril of our future State. 


And 
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And if this be the Caſe, as un- 
undoubtedly it is, how gearly does 
it concern thoſe Infidels (who, by 
refuſing this Aſſent, exclude them- 
ſelves from the Terms of that gra- 
cious Covenant God has therein en- 
tered into with Mankind) ſeriouſly 
and impartially to conſider what a 
dangerous and diſmal Condition they 
muſt be in? What little Room 
there is for Mercy, or Hopes of Sal- 
vation by Him at that great Day of 
Trial, which is to be the Time of 


Juſtice, and be perſuaded to. repent 
and return to a better Mind? "Tis 


too dangerous an Experiment for 
any wiſe and ſerious Man to hazard 
his Eternity upon ; and the greateſt 
Madneſs therefore for a profeſſed 
Chriſtian, who has ſo many various 
and infallible Evidences for the 
Truth and Authority of that Di- 
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vine Revelation, to be led aftray by 
the Groundleſs and PrefumptuaisEr- 
rors of their Ways, to fall from the 
Stedfaſineſs of his own Faith in it. 


But what is yet further to be in- 
ferred from this Attribute is, that, if 
God be True and infallible in per- 
forming his Promiſes, here is a firm 
Foundation laid for our Hope and 
Afiance in Him, even under the 
ſeeming Improbability of the Accom- 
pliſhment of them. We may fafely 
and ſurely truſt Him with our high- 
eſt Concernments, whether Spiritual 


or Temporal, and ought therefore 


not to be dejected, or diſquieted, 
tho He ſometimes withdraw his Bleſ- 
ſings from us for a Seaſon, as a Trial 
of our Faith, and defers the gracious 
Returns of them, as he thinks moſt 


X proper 
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proper and convenient for us; be- 
cauſe, as the Apoſtle tells us, He is 
Faithfull that has promiſed. Heb. x 
23.----On. the contrary, how much 
rather does it become us in all Com- 
plaints of that Kind impartially to 
reflect on our own Ill Conduct and 
Criminal Behaviour towards Him, 
as the true Occaſion of it, and take 
Care, without Delay, to return to 
our Duty, by correcting and reform- 
ing whatever, upon due Examina- 
tion, we find to be amiſs therein? 
leſt a Promiſe being left us of enter- 
ing into his Reſt, any one ſhould fall 
ſhort of it thro” his own Fault, or 
Meglect. Heb. iv. 1. 
The only Way to be eaſy, wy to 
free ourſelves: from any Fears and 
Apprehenſions of that Sort, is to 
make the Truth of God the Origi- 
nal Pattern for us to copy. after ; and 
Gs by 
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by conforming our Minds to His Di- 
vine Image in that Reſpect, to uſe 
our utmoſt Vigilance and Endeavours 
to be true and faithfull, not only in 
the Performance of all our ſolemn 
Oaths and Vows made in God's N ame, 
(the Breach of which is one of the 
moſt provoking Affronts we can 
put upon his Divine Being) but alſo 
towards Men, by a ſtrict Obſervance 
of our Words and Promiſes in all 
our Dealings and Tranſactions with 
them. 

Lying and Falſhood is of ſo baſe 
and deteſtable a Nature, in the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, that thoſe 
of ſuperior Rank, who pique them- 
ſelves upon their Honour, cannot 
bear the Reproach of it without the 
greateſt Indignation, and too often 
carry the Reſentment to the Point of 
their Swords ; and few or none there 
| X 2 are 
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are even in the lower Sphere of Life, 
that will brook the Name of Liars 
without ſome ſignal Marks of Ran- 
cour and Revenge. 

And if this Vice be fo extremely 
odious and provoking to our Fellow- 
Creatures, how. much more abomi- 
nable muſt it be to God, who is 
Truth itſelf, and who, in all Parts of 
His Divine Word, has not only ex- 
preſly prohibited it, but denounced 
the heavieſt Judgments and Puniſh- 
ments againſt it by his Prophets un- 
der the Law, as well as the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt under the Goſpel, to deter 
Men from it? Thus the Royal Pro- 
phet we find very emphatically de- 
clares, that, He hates the Sins of 
Unfaithfulneſs, and that he who telleth 
Lies ſhall not tarry in his Sight. Pl. 
XX. 7. And Solomon expreſly aſſures 
us, Prov, xii. 22. That Lying Lips are 
an 


t 
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an Abomination to the Lord, but they 
that deal truly are his Delight. And 
the Heathen Moraliſts in general re- 
preſent it as a Vice equally odious 
both to God and Man. 

How nearly then does it concern 
us, as Chriſtians, who profeſs to be- 
lieve and worſhip the God of Truth, 
to make it a Point of Conſcience, as 
far as poſſible, to ſpeak it Ourſelves; 
to uſe Plainneſs and Sincerity in our 
Expreſſions, and abhor Falſhood and 
Diſſimulation, though couch'd un- 
der the Jgſuitical refin'd Diſguiſe af 
Equivocation, and Reſerve. From 
all which it may be truly infer'd, 
that thoſe who allow themſelves in 
thoſe deluſive Evaſions, whatever 
Badge of Religion they may wear, 
can no more pretend to vindicate the 
Lawfulneſs of them, than they can 
reconcile the Contrariety there is be- 
| t » tween 
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tween' the God of Truth, and the 
Father of Lyes, the Devil. 


| But farther yet, as God is True 
and Faithfull, ſo is he 7 and 
Equitable in all His Diſpenſations, 
which, however hidden and unin- 
telligible they may be to us, do juſtly 
call for our Faith and Hope in, as 
wells as our Fear and Reverence of 
Him. The Inferences from which 
are briefly - theſe ; That we ought 
not to murmur or repine under His 
Inflictioms, of what Kind ſoever they 
be; to deſpair of His Mercy, if we 
truly repent us of our Sins, or be 
puffed up with a vain Confidence in 
it, if we do not; becauſe, as He is 
vigbteous in all that He brings upon 
us here; ſo will He likewiſe be in 
the Diſtribution of His Rewards and 
Puniſhments hereafter. Let the Pro- 
1 ſpect 
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ſpe& therefore of his gracious Pro- 
miſes engage us in the Obſervation 
of His Precepts, and the Dread of 
His Judgments deter us from perſiſt- 
ing in the Violation of them. 


* 


SECT, III 
On His Holineſs and 1 


if Holineſs be another Property of 
the. Divine Nature (as indeed it is 
uſually ſtyl'd the ige Ray of it) 
what a ſettled Averſion ſhould this 
create in us againſt the bold Encroach- 
ments and Aſſaults of Impiety and 
Licentiouſneſs, which bear an eter- 
nal Repugnance to it? How highly 
do we offend and affront the Almigh- 
ty whenever we indulge ourſelves in 
.any. habitual Courſe of Sin, and how 
earneſtly ought,qve to guard and 


ſtrive 
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ſtrive againſt it by purifying our ſelves, 
(as.far as tis in our Power) from all 


Filthinefs both of Fleſp and Spirit, 
per fetting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God ? Being well aſſured, that with- 
out-this 'tis impoſſible to pleaſe Him, 
or be received into his Favour, till 
we reform our Courſe of Life, and 
become New Creature. 
What a dreadful Condemnation 
then muſt thoſe Monſters of Impiet) 
bring upon themſelves, who are ar- 
rived to that Height of Audaciouſ- 
neſs and Profaneneſs, as to make 
their Shame their Glory, to account 
it a Piece of Gallantry and Accom- 
pliſhment to promote and excell in 
Vices and Iniquities of all Kinds ;--- 
by inventing New Arts of Frauds 
and Villainy, Robbery and Extor- 
tion, and even that of deliberate 
Murder and Parricidaxſelf. | 
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Crimes of ſo Deep and Malignant 
a Dye, as were, in former Ages, 
thought altogether incompatible with 


the Inſtitution of a Chriſtian State, 


and chargeable only on thoſe wild 
and barbarous Nations, that are ſaid 
to be without Hope, and without God 
in the World ;---But are now become 
ſo rife and redundant amongſt us, 
that ſcarce a Day, or Night paſſes 


without ſome grievous Out-cries in 


our High-Ways and Streets of thet 


Sort: "notwithſtanding the Severity 
of freſh Laws enacted, and the Tm- 


partiality of our Courts of Judica- 
ture to put them in Execution. 

Ti no ſmall Comfort to us, how- 
ever, that, in the Midſt of ſo many 
deſperate Libertines and Reprobates 
of every Sort, we have ſtill, tis to 


be hoped, a much ſuperior Number 


of true Chriſtians remaining, (whoſe 
| YL true 
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true Piety and Virtue have hitherto 
entitled us to the Favour and Pro- 
tection of the Almighty) to check 
and curb their audacious Progreſs, 
and make them feel the Smart of the 
Rod of Juſtice, by ſuitable Puniſh- 
ments inflicted on their Crimes; and 
(if not reformed by theſe) to cur them 
off from the Land of "the tg 
hey too juſtly deſerve. 

The preſent Age (as Wee as 
it is) is not yet, God be \thanked, 
quite ſo bad, as to break in upon 
the Natural Diſtinctions of Good 
and Evil, or to change the eſſential 
Properties of them. There is a na- 
tive Beauty and Amiableneſs in true 
Piety and Virtue, which, under all 
the invidious Rancour and Prejudice 
it has to ſtruggle with, commands 


the Reverence and Eſteem of all 


Wiſe and Serious Men, and for the 
moſt 


. 1 — 7 1 


c g. 030 ©» 


E . = ©5 


AND REFLECTIONS. 177 
moſt Part even of the profligate Sin- 

ner himſelf; who would very gladly 

be thought Good, tho in Fact he is 

quite the contrary. 

And if the inferior Degree of Good- 
nb among Men is ſo much revered 
and reſpected, how plainly and for- 
cibly are we obliged to pay the ut- 
moſt Regard poſlible to the Holineſs 
of God Himſelf ? And that not only 
by ſtriving earneſtly to copy after it 
in the general Conduct of our Lives: 
but likewiſe by ſhewing a due Reve- 
rence to all ſuch ſacred Places, Per- 
fons, and Things, as, by a relative 
Sort of Holineſs, are more immedi- 
| ately dedicated and ſet a-part to his 
Honour and Service; according to 
thoſe ſtated Rules and Orders, which 
from the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
have been appointed to be obſerv'd 
in his Church. 


22 | And 
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And this brings me to the Con- 
ſideration of the Duties ariſing from 
the other Branch of His Holinek, 
which 1s called. Goodneſs, as: he is 
not only abſolutely Good in Himſelf, 
but alſo with Reſpect to us. In that 
He is the Author and Fountain of 
our Being, and of all the Bleſlings 
and Comforts that attend it; who 
freely gives us all that we enjoy, and 
and is willing upon the eaſy Terms 
of Repentance, to forgive us all that 
we offend in. The bare Mention 
of which is ſo very endearing and en- 


gaging, that it cannot but excite us 


to the utmoſt Expreſſions of Affec- 
tion and Gratitude, we are capable 
of paying to Him; there being no 
Kind of Motive to Love, either real 
or imaginary, but what is yet infi- 
nitely more in God than in any 
Thing elſe in the World beſide. 


Jt 


If he were repreſented to us as an 
Auſtere and Rigorous Deity, eaſily 
provoked, and hard to be appeaſed, 
there might be ſome Plea for our 
Coldneſs or Indifference in this Re- 
ſpect: But when we are convinced 
of our infinite Obligations to him, 
and our Miſery without him; that 
all our Temporal as well as Spiritual 
Bleſſings (as has been before ſet forth) 
are derived from Hjm, and that our 
utmoſt Felicity conſiſts in the Enjoy- 
ment of- him ; how ſtupidly ungrate- 
ful ſhall we be to ſo gracious a Bene- 


. for, how highly injurious to Our- 


ſelves, if we make not- thoſe Re- 
turns that are due to ſo tranſcendent 

a Goodneſs? 70 
The Return of Love for Love, is 
one of thoſe general Laws of Nature, 
which God, the great Author of it, 
has impreſs'd upon all Living Crea- 
tures 
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tures, which, howevervoidof Thought 
and Reflection, are moved and in- 


dlnned, by an Inſtinctive Sort of Gra- 


titude, to love and lick the Hand 
that feeds and ſuſtains them. And 
if mere Animals are ſo univerſally 
moved to do this, how much ſtrong- 
er muſt that Impreſſion be upon the 
Rational Part of the Creation, who 
are, or ought to be, much more 
ſenſibly affected with it ?----And by 
what Criterion are we to judge of 
this Matter, unleſs it be by the uſual 
Tokens and Effects of the Love we 
bear to one another, which are di- 
ſtinguiſhed by ſuch Circumſtances, 
as, if (rightly obſerved and applicd,) 
would for the moſt Part point out 
the Sincerity of it; and what thoſe 
are, need but juſt be hinted at to 


make the n here intended. 


ce *Tis 
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c Tis natural for every Man, wha 
te truly and ſincerely loves his 
« Friend, to deſire and delight to 
« ſee and converſe with him as oft 
« as poſſibly he can; to open his 
Heart to him with Freedom and 
« Familiarity, and to avoid Saying 
« or Doing any Thing which he 
« knows will be diſpleaſing, or in 
« any Reſpect injurious or provoking 
« to him. And could our Love to 
God be brought to bear that Teſt 
in any Meaſure or Degree it can 
« be ſuppoſed capable of being ad- 
« yanced to, how happy ſhould we 
be in the Conſequences that re- 
« ſult from it, how "earneſt and 
« ſollicitous to reduce it to Practice 
te in the ſeveral Duties and Obli- 
e gations we are call d upon to pay 
« to him,” 


There 
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There is no Doubt a great Diffe- 
rence and Diſtinction to be made in 
this Caſe, on Account of the Tran? 
ſcendent Sublimity of the Divine 
Being, and the Infinite Diſtance there 
is between God and Man, with re- 


tion in this lower World. But ſome 
Equivalents there are of a Spiritual 
Nature, which, if devoutly made 
ule of, and duly applied, would ef- 
fectually anſwer the End propoſed 
by it. For Inſtance; We camo ſer 
. God's Face, or hear his Voice; but we 
have the Glorious Privilege of being 
admitted to His Temple and His 


Altar, where he has promiſed hismore | 


 Trmmediate Preſence with us, as oft 
as we aſſemble together in His Name; 
as alſo to hear his facred Word read 
and preached, in which he has polen 
and declared His Will and Pleaſure 


to 


gard to our preſent State and Condi- 
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to Mankind, and ſtill continues to 


do ſo by a ſtanding Miniftry He has 
appointed in His Cen for that 


3 4 


Again; We cannot, indeed, enter 
into any Freedom or Familiarity of 
Converſation with God, as we do with 
one another: But we are at full Li- 
berty, (as it is our Duty) to open 
our Hearts to Him, by confeſſing 
and bewailing the ſeveral Tranſ- 
greſſions we are guilty of; to ſet 
before Him our Wants and Griey- 
ances of every Kind we at any Time 
lie under; and conſequently to im- 
plore His Pardon and Forgiveneſs 


for the Former, together with the 


Bleſſings of his bountiful Goodneſs 
and Mercy to aſſiſt, and relieve us 
under the Latter, as far -as He 
in His infinite Wiſdom ſees meet 

Z and 
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and proper for us. All which, as 
it implies a Spirimtual Converſe and 
Communion with Him; fo, if it be 
done in a proper Manner, by ſuch 
ſpecial Exerciſes of Piety and De- 
votion, as have been already pointed 
out under a former Head; we may 
aſſuredly depend upon His gracious 
Acceptance of them here, as the 
beſt and only Means in our Power 
to prepare us for a Happy Admiſſion 
to His Glorious Preſence in Heaven, 
Where we ſhall ſee Him as He is, 
bers live a ever with Him. 


4 _- «a «a — 4A 


SECT: W. 


* 2 


<& Os Hi Knowle ls” WW dom, 


> as AS a. DA a Ha Sc 3. +. & 


15 HIF God be a Being ef Inf 
Knowledge and | Wiſdom, as has 
been ſhewn, a to create in 


6A | us 


4+ A kwd _ 


AND REFLECTIONS. 179 
us an aweful Apprehenſion of His 
Preſence 3 and by Conſequence, of 
HisPrivity to all that we act or think, 
The firm Belief of which will have 
2 double Influence upon us, by en- 
couraging us to do our Duty as well 
as reſtraining us from the Wilful 
Tranſgreſſion of it; the one upon 
the Proſpect of Reward, the other 
for Fear of Puniſhment. For did 
Men really conſider, that God. ſees 
in Secret, that his Eye pervades the 
Darkneſs, and lays all Things Naked 
and Open. before it; that our pri- 
vate, as well as publick Actions, are 
fully diſcovered. by Him ; with what 
Face could they allow themſelves in 
the Practice of Lying and Perjury, 
Theft and Adultery, which even the 
Knowledge and Preſence of Men 
either wholly deters them from, or 
makes them aſhamed of? 

Z 2 An 
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And if Fear and Shame from 
Men have ſuch an Influence upon 
us, What a Terror muſt it needs 
ſtrike us with to reflect, that, as oft 
as we are guilty of the like Vices, 
we are not only expoſed to the 
View, but even to the Vengeance of 
Him, who is both our Creator and 
aur Judge. For the better avoid- 
ing of which, that remarkable Sen- 
tence of Seneca to a daring Sinner 
af this Sort, may be very properly 
apply d: . Moulaſt rbuu fin ſecurely, 
days he, then find out a Place where 
Cad cammat ſee thee; but that thou art 
efſured is impaſſible, . why 
ate attempt ite 

And this brings 
Place to ſhew the Folly of Hypoctiſy 
and Diſſimulation, and what a Va- 
nity it is to make a Shew of that 
«A | | our 
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our Hearts we are not; to put on a 
Maſk of Religion, and appear beauti- 
ful without, when inuuraly we ave full 
of Corruption and Uncleanneſs. He 
nour God, by reverencing Men'above 
Him, but does in Effect, by a ſecret 
Sort of Atheiſm, diſbelieve his Being. 
For (as a pious Author expreſſes it) 
a Man may as well deny there is a4 


to ſbine and enlighten the World. 


Hou greatly then does it behove 
us to conſider duly the Perfection of 
the Divine Underſtanding, compared 
with the Blindneſs and Ignorance of 
our Own ; and learn firſt to be ham- 
ble, and then to be good; to admire 
and adore the Father of Lights, and 
pray for His Grace to enable us to 
vanquiſn the Prince of Darkneſs, by 
an aſſiduous Endeavour to cat off 
the 
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the Worts He tempts us to? Let us 
therefore, ſuppoſe ourſelves always 
under God's Inſpection, and live 
and act as if we were ſo. Let us 
not flatter ourſelves with the little 
Arts of Diſguiſe and Concealment; 
and whilſt we hide our Iniquities in 
our own Boſoms, think it ſufficient 
to juſtify owrſekves before Men : But 
by an open Confeſſion of, and Re- 
ſolution againſt them, let us charge 
ourſelves with inward Purity and Ho- 
lineſs, and make it our chief Study 
ro approve our Hearts before Him, 
Who will onc 7 e . us 1 
wg to them. 7 


. -t 


But 2 as God is infinitely 
Knowing, ſo is He likewiſe infinite- 
ly Fiſe in the Adminiſtration and 
Government of the World. What 
= | a 
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a Pride and Folly then is it for Man, 


either to meaſure his Hopes and 


Happineſs by the notional Depth of 
his own Policy and Projects, or to 
diſpute the Reaſonableneſs of God's 
Providence, when he meets with 
Diſappointments from it? He that 
affects to be wiſe in theſe Reſpects, 
does, in Effect proclaim himſelf a 
Fool; debaſes the Wiſdom of the 
Almighty, and deſtroys the Re- 
putation of his own, . by the ſame 
Way he abſurdly propoſes to raiſe it. 
For as God is the true Author and 
Fountain of all that is Great, and 
Good, and Happy; ſo Nothing elſe 
deſeryes the Name of Wiſdom, but 
what leads us. to a Dependance on 
that of God; and thoſe Councils are 
only ſafe, that are formed upon an 
entire Submiſſion to his Will, ia ubm 
(as the Apoſtle fays) are hid all the 


Trea-. 
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Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledse, 
and from whom alone we muſt ex- 
ou to receive them. 

Let us, therefore, look up to 
God for this Divine Gift, and as far 
as it is communicable, endeavour to 
partake of the Benefits of it, by 
making Him the Object of our Faith 
and Love, and His Laws the Rule of 
our Life and Converſation. And 
fince the Race is not always to the 
Swift, nor the Battle ro the Strong ; 
fince the beſt laid Defigns of Men 
may, by the over-ruling Hand of 
Providence, be cruſhed to Nothing, 
and the faireft Hopes defeated, let 
us not put our Confidence in the 
Arm of Fleſh, or the Strength of 
our own Underftanding, but commit 
Ourſelves, and our Concerns to him, 
who knows us better than we do 
Gn, and diſpoſes all Things 


for 


3 FSS SS S 


2 


AND REFLECTIONS 185 
for the beſt to thoſe that put their 
Truſt in Him. In a Word, Le: 
us caſt our principal Care upon Him, 
who caretb for us, and leave it to 
God, who made the World to go- 
rern and ſuſtain it. 


8. GC T. v. 
On His Power and Dominion. © 


butes I mentioned, is Power and 
Dominion, which, as it ought al- 
ways to be attended with Fear and 
Reverence; ſo it naturally obliges 
us to Sub jection and Obedience: The 
former of which reſpects His Com- 
mands, the latter His Jen 
| and Puniſhments. 

As to the firſt, d bet 
5 lary for me, in order to do Juſtice 
p Aa to 
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to it, previouſly to obſerve, that the 
Fear of God being in general but 
another Name for Religion (as taking 


in the whole Compaſs of the ſeveral 


Duties compriſed in, and required 
by it) is here to be underſtood only 
of that particular Paſſion and Aﬀec- 
tion of the Mind, which is uſually 
diſtinguiſhed under the Names of 
Filial and Servile Fear. And that 
God, as the great Creator and 


Governor of the World, has a juſt 


Title to be feared and reverenced by 
His Creatures in both theſe Reſpect, 
is a Truth fo univerſally agreeable 
to the Dictates of Human Reaſon, 


as well as the Authority of Divine 


Revelation, that it would be need- 
leſs to trouble the Reader with Quo- 


tations to that Purpoſe. 
The very Nature of Filial Fear 


(which implies a Mixture of Divine 


Love 
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Love included in it) beſpeaks our 
Obligation to the pious Exerciſe of 
it, as primarily due to the Almighty 
Lord and Father of Mankind ; and 
that mot.only in our Natural Capa- 
city, as Men, but in a Spiritual one 
alſo, as Children adopted, redeemed, 
and ſanctified by Him to His Ho- 
nour and Service. Nor does this 
near Relation we thus bear to Him, 
in any Degree exempt us from that 
other Branch of Fear that is more 
properly call'd Dread; which, tho it 
ſeems to be more Mercenary and diſ- 
ingenuous than the former, is yet no 
leſs geceſſary in our preſent Frail 
State to check and reſtrain the Enor- 
mity of our ſinful Appetites and Af- 
fections from getting the Aſcendant 

over us, and to keep us ſteady to 
thoſe Divine Rules and Precepts 
A a 2 God 


* IP LI * 

1 
* Y „ L n - 
2 "SL | 


S PRACTICAL REMARKS 
God has preſcribed us to-{quare our 
Actions by. 
Me are therefore very patheti- 
cally exhorted and required by the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, Phil. ii. 13. To 

work "our our om Salvation with 

1 Fear and Trembling; and that for 

1 this weighty Reaſon, becauſe ti 

1 God that worketh in us to'will amd to 

il do after his own good Plentfure.---For 

4 the better Underftanding of which 

it will be proper to ſubjoin this ſhort 

Remark, that the Fear and Trem- 

Bling here meant is not ſuppoſed to 

ariſe from the ſervile Dread of future 

Puniſhments (which the upright Chri- 

ſtian may be preſumed to be entirely 

free from) but from that which he 
is more ſenſibly affected with, the 
Fear of doing Deſpight to the Spi- 

rit of Grace, in neglecting his Di- 

vine Impulſes and Impreſſions upon 

his 
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his Heart by the Trangreſſion of 
thoſe ſacred Rules of Faith and Obe- 
dience, which the Goſpel of Chrift 
moins : He is therefore called our 
Fellow Labourer in tliis great Work 
| of our Salvation; who inſpires us not 
| only with the Ability, but the Will 
and Inclination to fulfil the Condi- 
tions of it. Without which (as 1 
have before proved) we are able to 
do nothing in ſuch a Manner, as 
will entitle us to God's Acceptance. 

How far the beſt of Men have, . 
and do fall ſhort of this in ſome 
Reſpects, every true Chriſtian muſt 
be left to judge for himſelf: But it 
muſt with Grief, I fear be acknow- 
ledged, that the movingExpoſtulations 
God was pleaſed to make with his 
own People the ſews.¶ J Thea Fatber 
where 1s my Honour ; if I be a Ma- 
fer, where is my Fear] is but too 
19 juſtly 
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juſtly applicable to the Generality of 
Chriſtians on this Account.-----How 
nearly then does it concern us all 
to reflect impartially on the Ingra- 
titude and Danger of any frequent 
or careleſs Neglect of ſo important 
2 Duty? And make it our chief Care 
(as the Prophet David directs): 10 
ſerve the Lord with Fear, and rejoice 
unto Him with Reverence. And then 
we may have the Comfort of making 
the ſame Inference He did, that as 
God is not extreme to mark what is 
done amiſs, ſo there is Mercy with 
Him, therefore ſhall he be feared. 
But now, if the Righteous, or 
- thoſe that appear to be fo, in this 
View of the Caſe, are in ſo hazardous 
a State, what can we ſay, or think 
of that Infidel Set of Libertines (who 


profeſſedly diſclaim all religious Obli- 


gations to it, but that they are un- 
happily 
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happily given over 10 a Reprobate 
Mind, and act in open Defiance of 
the dreadful Judgments, He has 
threatened to the wiltul Negle& and 


Violation of it? 
The falſe and pretended Pleas, 


they preſume to offer, in Vindica- 


tion of theſe Deſtructive Principles 
they profeſs, are, Firſt, That they 
may avoid the Imputation of Cre- 
dulity on the one Hand, by taking 
Things upon Truſt, as their, Fore- 
fathers had done, and of Cow- 


ardice, for fear of future Puniſh- 


ment on the other, which they 
cannot bear the imaginary Reproach 
of on any Account.-—-And yet it is 
manifeſtly true in Fact, from the Ab- 
ſurdity of the novel Tenets they are 
drawn in to believe, as well as the 
irkſome Apprehenſions, which are 


the natural Reſult of them; That 


there 
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there are None more juſtly charge- 
able with the Folly and Guilt of Both, 
than this Sect of Free-Thinkers are; 
In that they do not only preſump- 
tuouſly form to them'ielves a Rule 


of Faith, without any Foundation at 
all for it; But are remarkably terri- | 


fied at the Surprize of any extra- 
ordinary, or uncommon Events in 
the Spheres above, or in the earthly 
Regions here below; and tremble 
at the very Thoughts of the near 
Approach of Death; as being but 
too ſenſible, that inſtead of putting 
an End to their Fears, it will only 


| ſerve to convince them, too late, of 


the real Grounds they had, or ought 
to have had, for them. 


- Which brings ne af Courſe te the 


other Branch of Duty ariſing from 


this 
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this Attribute, viz. Subjection and 
Obedience to His Laws.-—----And 
here the firſt Thing required of 
us is, that we ſhould not only 
conſent to the Laws of God, that 
they are Good, by acknowledging 
the Fitneſs and Propriety of them to 
advance the Happineſs and Perfection 
of our Nature; but pay a ready and 
ſubmiſſive Obedience to the ſeveral 
Precepts, Inſtitutions, and Judg- 
ments therein enacted ; and be fo 
far from looking upon them as a 
Yoke or a Burthen, as to make them 
our chief Study and Delight, and 
eſteem the Diſcharge of our Service 
therein, to be indeed a Perfect Freedom. 

But as we are all of us, God 
knows, too apt to fall under his 
Diſpleaſure, by the frequent Breach 
or Neglect of theſe Duties; it is far- 
ther required, that, in caſe of our 

Bb Diſobe- 
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Diſobedience to him, we ſhould pa- 
tiently ſubmit to his Divine Sanctions, 
and take in good Part any Penalties 
or Puniſhments He thinks fit to in- 
fli& upon us for it. And what can 
be more rational and equitable than 
this? We cannot but all own, that as 
we are born in a State of Dependenceon 
God, and owe all that we have, or ex- 
pect to have, to Him? So he may juſtly 
1 deprive us of any Bleſſing we enjoy 
; or bring 20 Evil of Puniſhment 
i upon us, Which he finds we deſerve. 
and what Occaſion then have we to 
repine at His thus dealing with us, 
when the Evils we fuffer here are 
for the moſt Part as much ſhort of 
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our Tranſgreſſions, as the Good i the 
Things we enjoy, are above, and Re 
beyond our Deferts ? on 
Obedience, in the general Senſe of 


| of the Word, is ns more than 
| what 
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what is owing to ſuch Perſons, as in 
any Superior Relation to us have a 
Right to command. For the Apo- 
ſtie St. Peter tells us, I Ep. ii. 13. 
That we ought to ſubmit ourſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
Sake,whether it be tothe King as ſupreme, 
Or unto Governors, as unto them that 
are ſet over us by him; and that nat 
only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
Sake. And if we are to pay ſo much 
Honour and Homage towmour Earth- 
ly Princes and Magiſtrates, how much 
more highly are we obliged to pay 
Obedience to his Statutes and, Judg- 
ments, by whom Kings reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice, and who, as 
the Divine St. Jahn deſcribes him, 
Rev. xix. 16. has on His Vefture, and 
on his Thigh a Name, written, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords? 


B b 2 Let 
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Let us reflect then with an awe. 
ful Reverence on the Excellency 
and Perfection of theſe ſacred Laws, 
as well with Regard to the ſovereign 
Authority of the Divine Legiſlator, 
from whom they are derived, as the 
exceeding Weight of Glory, or Miſery 
that attends the Keeping or Violating 
of them. Let us give them a di- 
ſtinguiſhed Preference to all other 
Laws we are here ſubject to, and 
ſincerely endeavour, by a Conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of all the Duties 
therein required, to demonſtrate our 
juſt Senſe of the Paſſive Obedience 
and Subjection that is abſolutely due 
to Him, and the Firmneſs of our 
Faith and Affiance in His Holy 
Word, to make good the Rewards 
He has promiſed to the former, and 
the Puniſhments he has threaten'd 
to the latter on the ſaid Conditions. 

This, 
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This, if we do in Sincerity and 
Truth, we ſhall not only promote 
our own Peace and Comfort, and 
alleviate the Afflictions He is here 
pleaſed to bring upon us ; but, by 
the Light and Luſtre of our good 
Works, ſet forth the Praiſes of Him 
who has called us to ſuch a High and 
Heavenly Vocation in Chriſt Feſus, 
and fulfil that important Precept of 
St. Paul, of doing all Things to the 
Glory of God. 
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Many happy Fruits and Effects of it 
both in this World and the Next. 


PAIN before finiſhed, 
1 io in the plaineft and moſt 
Da el uſeful: Manner I could, 
115 prachef Inferenices from, and 

Remarks on the ſeveral Attributes 
before treated of, with Regard to 
the Duties ariſing from them, as 
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well as the Errors and Vices to which 
they ſtand oppoſed; I think it fur- 
ther incumbent on me, in order to 
excite my Readers to the Conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of the foregoing Du- 
ties, to offer , ſome more perſuaſive 
and ſelf- intereſting Motives and Ar- 
guments, in this Diſſertation upon 
the Abſolute Neceſſity and Impor- 
tance of Divine Wiſdom As it 
highly conduces far above any other, 
« not only to advance the Dignity 
of our Rational Faculties, by re- 
ſtoring them to the Perfection in 
which they were created; but alſo 
to promote and ſecure our temporal, 
as well as our ſpiritual Happineſs, 
both in this World and the next.” 

But before I proceed to the 
Proof of theſe Particulars, it will 
not be improper to obſerve, by 
Way of Introduction, That, as Man 

| is 
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is an Active and Inquiſitive Crea- 
ture, whoſe Thoughts are perpetually 
in Motion to improve his Rational 
Faculties in the Search of Truth; 
and whoſe Deſires are ever ſtretching 
at ſomewhat above, or beyond his 
Reach in Purſuit of Happineſs, ei- 
ther real or ſuppos d; ſo whatever 
tends moſt to the Enlarging the One, 
and the Completion and Satisfaction 
of the Other, muſt be the beſt and 
moſt proper Object to employ his 
Thoughts upon; and that, no Doubt 
is the Knowledge of God, in the Re- 
ligion inſtituted by Him to that End. 

2 Competent Skill and Know- 
ledge in the Circle of Arts and 
Sciences, and the New Diſcoveries 
and Improvements which have from 
Age to Age been made in the ſeve- 
veral Branches of them, is doubtleſs 
a very noble and uſeful Employ- 


ment 
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ment for our Rational Faculties to be 
exerciſed in. As is that like- 
wiſe of the Hiſtorical and Political 
States, as well as Languages of the 
ſeveral Nations around us in the 
World, which we have any Sort of 
Commerce or Correſpondence with : 
But how far ſhort all theſe are of the 
Divine Knowledge of God and His 


Laws, is a Point fo ſelf-evident, that 


it admits of no Diſpute. 

It is recorded of King Solomon 
(who juſtly bears the Character of the 
wiſeſt Man, which any Age has ever 
produced) that when God was pleas'd 
to make an Offer of giving him any 
Thing whatſoever heſhould aſk or de- 
fire, he made Choice of Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom, as the moſt defirable Bleſſing 
that could be beſtow'd upon him. All 
the Honours, Riches, and Enjoy- 
ments of every Kind, which this 

Co World 
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World could afford or his Heart 
could wiſh for, were in his Eſteem, 
we find, ſo far from being grateful 
and ſatisfactory to him, that upon a 
full Survey and Experince of them, 
he pronounced them all to be but 
Vanity and YVexation of Spirit. And 
what elſe has the common Expe- 
rience of every Age been ſince, but 
One continued Proof and Confirma- 
tion of that Truth ? 


| This being premiſed concerning 
the Eflential Worth and Excellence 
of Divine Knowledge in general, 1 
now proceed to the Conſideration 
of the two diſtinct Branches before- 
mentioned, into which it is divided, 


and to give you a tranſient View of 
| the 
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the ſeveral Motives and Arguments ö 
that are uſually urged on each Head, 
to convince you of the Evidence of it. 


I. The firſt of which is, that this 
Divine Knowledge does, above all 
others, highly conduce to advance 

the Dignity of our Rational Na- 
ture, by reſtoring it to the Per- 
fettion in which it was created, 


And this, as 'tis purely ſpecula- 
tive, implies the Impartment of ſuch 
a Degree of it, as diſcovers to us, 
not only the Nature and Attributes, 
but the Perfections and Operations 
of the Divine Being, in the ſeveral 
Manifeſtations He has made of Him- 
ſelf, in his Works of Creation, Pro- 
vidence, and Redemption.----Next 
it informs us concerning Ourſelves, 
what our Frame and Original is; for 

Cc 2 what 
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"what End we were made; wherein 


our Felicity truly conſiſts, and how 
that- Felicity is to be attained.---[t 
teaches us from what Principles, by 
what Meaſures, and upon what 
Grounds we ſhould act; diſcovers 
to us the Nature of Faith and Infi- 
delity, Truth and Falſehood, Virtue 
and Vice; and at the ſame Time 
propoſes ſuch powerful Inducements 


to the One, and Diſcouragements 


from the Other, as Nothing but 


downright Folly and Obſtinacy can 
poſſibly withſtand :-----In ſhort, it 
inſpires us with the Contemplation 
of the moſt glorious and important 
Truths, recommended to us in the 
nobleſt and moſt refined Syſtem of 
Moral Precepts that can poſſibly be 
conceived;-----and the more effec- 
tually to engage us in the Belief of 
the former, and the Practice of the 


latter, 
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latter, it falls us with the Hopes of 
the moſt raviſhing Joys and Delights 
on the one Hand, and the Fears 
and Apprehenſions of the moſt Ex- 
quiſite Miſeries on the other, that 
Human Nature is capable of forming 
any Idea of. | 

But what makes this Wiſdom 
and Knowledge yet more valuable is, 


that it is not groundgd on the Natu- 
ral Deductions of Reaſon only, or 


the conjectural Opinions and Tradi- 
tions of Men ; but upon the infalli- 
ble Authority of God Himſelf, con- 
veyed to us by plain and poſitive 
Teſtimonies, ſufficient with equal 
Influence and Evidence, to enlighten 
the Simple, as well as to convince 
the Wiſe. For even the Ignorant 
and Illiterate (as has been before 
ſhewn) are capable of attaining to 
this Wiſdom, if they ſeek it at the 


Source 
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Bleſſed Spirit, whoſe proper Office 
it is to illuminate and direct them in 
ſuch a Search. 
Nor does this Knowledge only 
conduce to refine and enlighten our 
Rational Faculties, by clearing them 
from Error, Ignorance, and Doubt; 
but by repreſenting to our Minds 
the Beauty and Purity of Chriſtian 
Truth and Virtue, it frees the Heart 
from vicious Habits, and ſtubborn 
Inclinations, and diſpoſes the whole 
Man to an univerſal Obedience and 
Conformity to the Will and Word 
of God. All which is comprized 
in that noted Teſtimony of St. Peter 
in his ſecond Epiſtle, c. i. v. 6, 7. 
where he tells us, that iz adds to our 
Faiib Vi dne, zo Virtue Godlineſs, 
| 70 


Source from whence it ſprings, the 
ſacred Oracles of the Divine Word, 
and attend to the Dictates of the 
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zo Godlineſs Brotherly Kindneſs, and 
zo Brotherly Kindneſs Cbarity. And 
then ſubjoins this Aſſurance, - that 5f 
theſe Things be in us," and abound, 
we ſhall neither be barren nor unfruit- 
ful in the ſeveral good Works that 
flow from them. 

The firſt and anda F anne 
of our Souls is the Underſtanding, 
whoſe only Aim and Delight is 
Truth; and what is Trutb, or where 
is it to be found, but in the Contem- 
plation of God, and his Divine Laws? 
The Deductions of Reaſon from the 
Natural Obſervation of Things, (as 
every Day's Experience teaches us) is 
often fallible, always imperfect. Our 
very Senſes, which are the Inlets of 
this Experience, by which the Ideas 
of Things are conveyed to the Mind, 
are apt to delude us with falſe Ap- 
* even in the Natural Con- 


ſequences 
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quences of Cauſes and Effects. How 
dark and confuſed then muſt our 
Ideas be of Things ſupernatural ; of 
the ſpiritual Acts of Faith and Piety ; 
of the Happineſs of Heaven, and 
the Way that leads us to it, without 
the Influence of the Yi/dom that 
comes from above, which is alone 
ſufficient to dire& us therein ? 

As it is therefore of the greateſt 
Importance imaginable, to have the 
Underſtanding rightly informed by 
this Divine Light; ſo it cannot but 
raiſe a Pleaſure in the Will, and 
Conformity in the Affections, to ex- 
ecute and put in Practice what that 
propoſes. For to what elſe ſhould 
a Man's Will incline him, but to 
the Proſecution of that which he 
knows to be his Happineſs, as well 
as his Duty? And what can more 
| ce” "od engage his Affections, 

6 than 
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than that, which alone can fill up 
the Meaſure of them ? 

The Pleaſures of Fleſh and Senſe 
are ſo contradictory to the Principles 
of that fpiritual Wiſdom God has im- 
preſſed on our Minds, that they can- 
not but make Life very uneaſy and 
uncomfortable, Whereas the Du- 
ties of Religion, which are in all 
Reſpects conformable to theſe Prin- 
ciples, ftrike a perpetual Harmony 
upon the Soul, compoſe the Thoughts, 
and calm the Affections, and diffuſe 
ſuch a ſweet Complacency through 
all the Powers of it, that the very 
Argument of Pleaſure, which is ge- 
nerally the greateſt Prejudice againſt 
the Exerciſe of this Wiſdom, does, 
when rightly ſtated, prove the beſt 
Motive to induce us to it. 

It muſt, no Doubt, be owned, 
that ſo long as the Soul is confined 
45 D d 9 
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to the Body, there will be ſome 
Strugglings of the HFleſb againſt the 
Spirit ; and theſe twoPrinciples being 
oppoſite in their Nature, cannot as 
(St. Paul himſelf experienced) but raiſe 
frequent Jars and Contentions within 
us, which require ſome Care and 
Pains to overcome. But as the chief 
Difficulty is only in the firſt Onſet, 
at our firſt Entrance upon a reli- 
gious Courſe of Life; ſo tis made 
every Day more eaſy and agreeable 
by the Influence of Divine Grace, 
and the Aſſurance of Succeſs, if we 
earneſtly ſtrive and contend for it. 
And who would decline or ſtart 
back from ſuch an Engagement, 
which - he's aſſured is to end in ſo 
triumphant a Victory? A Victory, 
attended with more true Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction than all the Vo- 
Juptuarics of this World can in 
82 4 Reality 
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Reality propoſe to themſelves, from 
the profuſeſt and moſt Exquiſite of | 
— Enjoyments. 


SECT. IL 


Having thus far ſet before you 
the many Happy and Glorious Ef- 
fects of this Divine Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, in Reſpect of its Agree- 
ableneſs to our Natural Faculties, 
The next Thing to be confideved 1 is, 


5 The Moral and Rational 
Toendeney it has to promote and 
ſecure our Temporal, as well as 
our Spiritual Happineſs, in this 


And here, if the inſpired Advice 
and * of King Solomon, and 
Dd 2 that 
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that too founded on his -own Expe- 

rience, have any Weight with us, 
(as it ought to have the greateſt) we 
find him ſo full and emphatical in his 
Declarations with Regard to the fol- 
lowing Particulars, that I cannot bet- 
ter open my Way to them, than 
in the Words of that Noble Cha- 
racter he gives us of this Wiſdom. 
She is more precious, ſays he, than 
Rubies, and all the Things thou can ſt 
defire are not to be compared unto 
her. Her Merchandize is better 
than the Merchandize of Silver, and 
the Gain thereof than fine Goli; 

Length of Days are in her Right- 
Hand, and in her Left-Hand Riches 
and Honour. Her Ways are Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths 
are Peace. Fror. i * 3, 145 es +: + 
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To illuſtrate and evince the 
Truth of which Aſſertions, and ſet 
theſe Temporal Bleſſings in the 
cleareſt: Light I can The firſt I 
think proper to mention, as the moſt 
general and comprehenſive of the 
Reft, are Health and Proſperity. 
With Regard to the former, I need 
only appeal to the common Expe- 
rience of Mankind to determine, 
whether the Moderation, or Exceſs 
of our Paſſions and Pleaſures be moſt 
conducive to the Health of the Body ? 
The Fatigues the Miſer feels in his too 
eager Purſuit of Wealth; the Frettings 
and Vexations of the Envious and 
Uncharitable; the Oppreſſive Surfeits 
of the Luxurious and Tntemperate, 
and the too common Weakneſs and 
Rottenneſs of Conſtitution, which 
the Debauchee entails upon himſelf 
and his Poſterity, cannot but in- 
oa | duce 
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ſpeak their Thoughts) to own and 
lament this ſelf-evident Truth 
cc That there are Multitudes more 
that cut ſhort their own Lives by 
the Tranſports of Paſſion, Senſuality, 
and Intemperance, who waſte and 
conſume their Strength, by offering 
Violence to Nature, than of thoſe 
who ſuffer Nature to finiſh its Courſe 
by gentle, and regular, and gradual 
Decays. 

The natural Conſequence of all 
which is, that as every vicious lewd 
Man, is, in Effect, if not a Pele de 
ſe, yet (what is next a- kin to it) the 
worſt and greateſt Enemy to him- 
ſelf in the World; fo it is the Vir- 
tuous Man only, who curbs and re- 
ſtrains the Impetuoſneſs of his Paſſions 
and Luſts, and lives within the Bounds 
of * and Religion, that truly 
conſults 
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conſults his Health, that preſerves 
and improves his Sprightlineſs and 
Vigour, and anſwers the proper Ends 
of his natural, as well as his ſpiritual 
Life. 

Nor is Religion leſs conducive 
to our Temporal Proſperity, than it 
is to our Natural and Bodily Health. 
For from whence ſprings the Af- 
fluence of Wealth and Proſperity, 
but from the over-ruling Order and 
Diſpenſations of Divine Providence: 
Is not God the Giver of every good 
Gift? Is not every Thing we enjoy 
the Effect of his Bounty? And who 
has ſo Juſt a Title to his Favour, as 
he that endeavours to obey his Will, 
and to worſhip and ſerve him as he 
has appointed? 

But not to infiſt upon this Ar- 
gument (which the Proſperity of the 
Wicked, in their corrupt Way of 
Thinking, 


: — 
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Thinking, is apt to make leſs popu- 
lar and perſuaſive than it ought to 
be) if we confider but the Moral 
Tendency of Religion in this Matter, 
we ſhall find in Effect the whole 
Circle of Virtues mutually conſpiring 
to advance and make up the Righ- 
teous Man's Fortune; and muſt 
conſequently be obliged to ac- 
knowledge and allow, that as all 
Vice in general, is deſtructive of our 
Happineſs, ſo all the Virtues in par- 
ticular, in one Reſpect or other, are 
the ſureſt Means to conduce to the 
Attainment and Completion of it, as 
may be made appear from the fol- 
Jowing Particulars, of which, 


The firſt I ſhall menden are thoſ 
of Temperance and Chaſtity, which, 
whatever a Man's preſent Circum- 
Thanicey may be, reduce his Wants 


into 
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into ſo narrow a Compaſs, that tho 
he have never fo little, theſe Virtues 
enable him, not only to live com- 
fortably and contentedly upon it, 
but ſometimes to inereaſe and im- 
prove it to ſuch a Height, as to draw 
upon him the Cenſure of ſome of his 
Invidious Neighbours, to call in 
Queſtion the Probity and Juſtice 
of his Dealings, and reproach him as 
much for his preſent Affluence, as 
before they deſpiſed him for his Po- 
#7. and N eine 


With Regard, Adee, to the 
Virtues of Juſtice and 7. ntegrity, it 
muſt be owned, they will, not ſuffer 
the true Chriſtian to run thoſe Lengths 
that other Men do, but reſtrain him 
from ſaying and doing many Things, 
which your wordly-wiſe never ſtick 
af to: o bring about their Deſigns. But 


E e even 
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even theſe Reſtraints, generally ſpeak- 
ing, are rather ſubſervient to his 
Wealth and Advancement, than 
Hindrances of his Progreſs in the 
Way to it. For, though he keeps 
ſtrictly to the Paths of God's Com- 
mandments, (which are, and ought 
to be, the Boundaries of his Pur- 
ſuits) yet, it cannot but be acknow- 
ledged,-—That, what is obſerved of 
the Traveller, who - confines | himſelf 
to the Fences of his Road, without 
deviating into By-Paths of his own 
chuſing, is properly applicable to 
the Caſe now before us, viz. That 
he always comes ſurer, and ſome- 


times ſooner to his Journey 's End, 
than He that leaps over all Inclo- 


ſures, to follow a more licentious 


and extravagant Aim. | 
And the Reaſon of this is Gor very 
obvious, that it ſpeaks. for itſelf. 
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For does not all Truſt and Confidence 
in Trade, or Buſineſs, depend upon 
the Credit and Integrity of the Per- 
ſon engaged in it? Is not every Man 
averſe to be cheated or deceived, 
wronged, or outwitted ? And don't 
we always ſuſpect and avoid that 
Perſon whom we know to be falſe 
crafty, - and deſigning ? This is what 
the fraudulent Dealer Himſelf is ſo 
ſenſible of, that as he readily allows 
Honeſty to be the beſt Policy, ſo he 
pretends not to cheat, but under the 
Maſk and Covert of it. And if the 
bare Pretence of Honeſty and Juſtice 
be ſo neceſſary an Expedient to thrive 
in the World, how much more muſt 
the Sincerity of it conduce to this 
End? 

Tricking and Injuftice may 4 
a while lie hid under ſuch Diſguiſes, 


OY as it does ſo, it may no 
E e 2 Doubt 
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Doubt be ſerviceable to anfwer that 


Purpoſe. But whenever it is diſ- 
covered, as ſooner or later it is ſure 
to be... (for 2 Hing Tongue, lays 
Solomon, is but for a Moment, and 
he that perverteth his Ways ſhall be 
known) the natural Effect and Conſe- 
quence of which is, that it expoſes the 
Dehnquent to Cenſure, and Re- 
proach, and puts others upon their 


Guard to beware of, and avoid him. 


So that by catching unlawſully ata little 
preſent Profit on this or that Occaſion, 
he loſes all the future Advantages he 
might have reaped by honeſt Mea- 
thods, and does in effect diſable and 
incapacitate himſelf. for carrying on 


his Projects and Deſigns with Succeſs. 


But ſuppoſing on the other Hand, 
that he ſhould be fo Artful i in his 
Diſguiſes, as to eſcape the Diſcovery 
ang er of the World; or ſo 


fortunate 
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fortunate, as to grow rich and great 
under the worſt of Characters; yet, 
as all his Actions are naled and open 
to the Eyes of God, who hates and 
puniſhes Iniquity to future Genera- 
tions; ſo His Acquirements, being 
founded and raiſed upon Injuſtice, 
are fo far from being a Bleſſing, that 
ſooner or later they are ſure to bring 
a Curſe and Judgment with them in 
the End, which lite a Canker will 
eat out, and conſume bis Eftate. 
- Upon the whole therefore it may 
juſtly be inferred that it is the honeſt 
and upright Man only, who will not 
ſuffer himſelf to be biaſſed by any 
mercenary Views to do the leaſt Baſe 
or Unwarrantable Action, that is moſt 
likely to meet with Proſperity and 
Succeſs. He has the Word of God to 
direct his Steps, the Providence of God 
to concur with him in his Deſigns, 


and 
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and the united Favour and pood 
Opinion of Men to forward and aſ- 
ſiſt him in the Proſecution of them. 
And, though with all theſe he ſome- 
times miſſes of his Aim, (as in ſuch 
a World of Viciſſitudes, there's no 
Method fo certain of purſuing any 
End, but what in the general Courſe 
of Human Affairs may ſometimes 
fail of Succeſs) yet as Honeſty has 
always the beſt Title to it, fo it is 
doubtleſs the wiſeſt and beſt Meafure, 
that any Man can take to _ 
tat 1 
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But there-is yet © beſide en 

ther Rank of Virtues, that ought 
never to be left out of the Wiſe- 
man's Character, viz. his Charity 
— 6 which though they 
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ſeem to make againſt him in this 
Argument, are yet as certainly in- 
ſtrumental to his temporal Proſperity 
as any of the other before mention d. 
A Good Man is merciful and bene- 
yolent, as well as Righteous and Juſt, 
and thinks it as much his Duty to 
forgive an Injury, to beſtow an 
Alms, and diſpenſe his Bounty to 
thoſe that need it, as either to be 
Juſt, Chaſte, or Temperate. 

And let no Man fear, that his 
Honour will be eclips d, his Eſtate 
diminiſhed, or his F MA exhauſted: 
by theſe Methods; but rather refle& 
and conſider with himſelf, how many: 
have been ruined for the Want of 
them: What fair Eſtates, ) for in- 
ſtance, have been throwty away in 
contentious Suits, - the Owners of 
which, if they could have put up a 
little Injury or Loſs, might no Doubt 

have 
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have been Rich and Happy; How 
many Friends have been loſt, how 
many Enemies created, by an ill- 
_ timed and tenaciouſneſs of Temper, 
which an Open - handed Bounty, 
rightly apply'd, would ny have 
prevented. _ 
The Wiſe Man ills; us, 1 
is a Time to ſpend, as well as 
a. Time to ſpare, and whenever 
5 Time comes, the Diſtribution 
of our Wealth, where the Obliga- 
tions, either of Nature, Kindred, 
or Society ſeem to call for it, is for 
the moſt Part a much ſurer Way to 
advance a Man's Fortune, and in- 
creaſe; his Store, than the moſt 
it up for the moſt advantageous Pur- 
_ chaſe that falls within his Reach. 
80 that even in the ordinary Courſe 
of Human Affairs, that Remark 
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of the Wiſe Man is- literally verified, 
that as the with-bolding more than is 
meet tendeth to Poverty; Jo he t 
ſeattereth ſball yet encreaſe, the li- 
beral Soul ſhall be made fat, and he 
that watereth'. ſhall be watered alſo 
himſelf. Prov. xi. 25. 

Nor do theſe Virtues tend only 
to the Encreaſe of Wealib, but to 
the Advancement of a Man's Ho- 
nour and Reputation in the World. 
For as Religion is doubtleſs the 
Foundation of true Honour; ſo Ho- 
nour is a juſt Debt that is due to 
Religion, and there are few ſo profli- 
gue, as to refuſe to pay it. 280 

Ihe Spirit of Envy and Il Na- 
ture is apt indeed upon all Occaſions, 
to caſt a Miſt before Virtue by Ca- 
lumny and Detraction. But this is 
a Miſt that is ſoon diſpelled, and 
then the Religious Man's Character, 

.; like 
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like the Sun when it breaks through 
the Clouds that intercept it, does 
_ afterwards ſhine forth with a more 
reſplendent” Brightneſs. The Re- 


proach he ſuffers is for the Sake of 


God's Honour, and God, who never 
fails to vindicate His Servants, gives 
Him the Aſſurance of this Promiſe, 
that He will make His Righteouſneſs 
"as tlear as the Light, and. F . 
aN as the args: 1 


SITE ct 


In ſhort; ike is ben 8 Dufte 
refleted from Piety and Virtue, as 
does not bnly ſtrike and attract the 
Admiration, but wonderfully gains 
upon the Heart and Affections, and 
recommends a Man to the Favour and 
Intereſt of all that know him. All 
Ranks of his Acquaintance are for 
the moſt Part forward to confide in, 
and Pen him, "ih" if his Abi 

lities 
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Principles of the Religion he pro- 
feſſes, and his conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of the ſeveral Duties it 
obliges him to; without which Ho- 
nour is but an empty Name, that 
neither deſerves, nor meets with 
more than an outward Reſpect. 
Quality and. Nobility of Blood, 
with the Power and Authority that 
— attends it, have doubtleſs 
many Temporal Advantages in them, 
which fit Men for Great and Gene- 
Ff2 rous 
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lities be anſwerable to his Piety and 
Virtue, to raiſe and promote him 
(which every Age hath afforded us 
divers Inſtances of ) to the Higheſt 
Poſts of Dignity and Truſt in the 
Civil, as well as the Eccleſiaſtical 
State. But whether he actually at- 
tains to it, or not, he has ſtill a juſt 
Claim to be honoured for the di- 
ſtinguiſhed Regard he pays to the 


— — — — 


228 DISCOURSE ON 
rous Undertakings, and give them 
various Opportunities to do much 
Good in the World; but if ſucßk 
Perſons neglect, or abuſe theſe Ad- 
vantages, by Indolence and Senſua- 
lity, or by proſtituting their Honour 


| and Power to Baſe and Impious 


Actions; if they prove Falſe” to 
God by Licentiouſneſs and Profane- 


_ or Falſe to Men by Fraud 


and Oppreſſion; though they have 


| the outward Air of ſomething that 


looks great; yet having nothing 
truly Noble or Honourable in them- 
ſelves, they forfeit all that inward 
Eſteem and Reſpect of the Mind, 


which their Quality and Stations 


would otherwiſe command. It is the 
Religious Man only that has a Title to 
this,' or can expect hereafter to reap 
the Benefit of it, in the future Re- 


un tion of a more glorious Reward. 
R | 8 E G. 
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Having thus ſet * you the 
5 Bleſſings 50 Ad- 
vantages of every Kind, that natu- 
rally flow from the Exerciſe of this 
Divine Wiſdom ; I now proceed to 
do Juſtice to the laſt Branch of the 
Character the Wiſe Man has here 
given of it, That ber Ways are the 
Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all her 
Paths are Peace. In order to which 
it is previouſly to be obſerved, That, 
as Man is by Nature a Rational 
Creature, privy. to, and conſcious of 
his own Actions, ſo he is always 
ready to accuſe as well as excuſe him- 
ſelf, according to their Agreeable- 
neſs or Diſagreeableneſs to the ſtand- 
ing Rules of God's Word by which 
they are, or ought to be directed. 

And 
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And the more ſo upon Account 
of the due Medium this Principle 


preſerves between two Extremes ; 


without deviating into either of them, 


for the Sake of any Temporal Inte- 
reft and Advantage on the one Hand, 


or the Fear of any Miſchief or Pre- 
Judice on the other, to divert or deter 
him from the due b N his 
Duty. 

'This, a hk is the True Prin- 


ciple which every Religious Good 


Man thinks himſelf obliged to be 
actuated by; and tis a Principle ſo 
ſteady and uniform, and conſiſtent 
with Iſl that it never fails of an- 
ſwering the chief and ultimate End 
propoſed by it in a future State. 
Whereas that on the contrary, 
which the Habitual Sinner makes 
Choice of to conduct himſelf by, is 


always various and mutable, and 
deſtruc- 
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deſtructive of itſelf ;----As being in 
Effect no better than a vile Compound 
of ſeveral Vices of different Sorts, 
which are for the moſt Part oppoſite 
to, and incompatible with each other; 
and muſt of Courſe therefore be ſup- 
poſed to create a perpetual Uneaſi- 
neſs in the Sinner's Mind. 

Upon this Account it is, with 
great Juſtice and Propriety obſerved 
by the Prophet 1/aiah li. 20. That 
the M icled are like the troubled Sea, 
when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt 
up Mire and Dirt.---The true Con- 
ſtruction of which is, that the inward 
Remorſes and Perplexities they are un- 


der from the importunate Craving of 


the ſeveral Vices they are enſlaved by, 
are apt to raiſe ſuch a perpetual 
Ferment in their Breaſts, as will not 
admit of any real or laſting Enjoy- 
ments.— And what is yet more 

grievous 
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grievous and deplorable is, That 
whilſt they are under the cuſto- 
mary Dominion of Sin, it is no 
more in their Power to change 
their Courſe of Life, than it is for 
the Ethiopian to change his Skin, or 
the Leopard his Spots, which are na- 

tural to them. 


SR” Fc. 

For this very Reaſon and Mo- 
tive it is, that we find all the 
Moraliſts in general (Heathens as 

well as Ch riſtians) do univerſally 
agree in this important Truth 
«© That as there is no true Pleaſure 
or Happineſs in this World without 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience; 
ſo the only Way to ſecure and enjoy 
it, is to abſtain from all wilful and 
preſumptuous Sins by endeavouring, 


as > far as our depraved Nature will 
uu allow 
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allow, 70 keep our Conſciences void 
of Offence, both towards God 22 
towards Man. 

And how is this to be otherwiſe 
effected, but by a regular and reli- 
gious Obſervance of the ſeveral Du- 
ties contained in the two Tables of 
the Covenant, as they were delivered 
by God to Moſes under the Law; 
and afterwards explained and en- - 
larged upon by Chriſt himſelf in his 
excellent Sermon upon the Mount at 
the Preaching of the Goſpel. All 
which Duties (as far as the Morality 
of them reaches) are univerſally obli- 
gatory to all Mankind as ſuch. 

But this being an Obligation too 
extenſive and difficult for us to an- 
ſwer (in that depraved State. of Na- 
ture our firſt Parents had entailed 
upon us) without the all- powerful 
Mediation and Interpoſal of Chriſt 
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the Son of God in our Behalf; he 
was pleaſed out of his infinite Com- 
paſſion and Fellow-feeling of our In- 
firmities, not only to inſtruct us in 


the Nature of the ſeveral Branches of 


the aforeſaid Duties, but to enable 
us by his Grace to diſcharge them 
in ſuch a Manner as will entitle 
them to his Acceptance at his future 
Tribunal. | 
It was for this Purpoſe he firſt 
appointed and preſcribed that golden 
Rule of Equity of Doing as we would 
be done by, with Regard to the Love 


and Charity we owe to one another; 


which is in all Reſpects ſo wiſely 
and exactly adapted to the natural 


Sentiments and Inclinations of our 


Fellow Creatures, that it will not 
with the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon ad- 


mit of any Exceptions to palliate or 
excuſe the wilful Trangreſſion of it. 
Wn That 
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That we may not therefore be 
wanting in our beſt Endeavours to at- 


tain ſo noble and deſirable an End, 


the moſt likely Method for every 


true Chriſtian to take in the private 


Conduct of his Life; is to accuſtom 


himſelf each Night before helies down 


to Sleep to examine into and recol- 
lect the ſeveral Occurrences and Paſ- 
ſages of the preceding Day; to im- 
plore God's Pardon for whatever he 
finds amiſs either in his Thoughts, 
Words, or Deeds, which he knows, 
or has Reaſon to fear, will be con- 
ſtrued as a Breach duty in any 
of thoſe Reſpects; with a ſtudious 
Reſolution to guard againſt it for the 
future. 
By the due Exerciſe of which 
Duty, and the Happy Conſequences 
of it, he is ſure not only to be at 
Peace within Himſelf; but may 
6g 2 lafely 
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fafely and ſecurely lay down to take 
his Reſt, without the leaſt Appre- 
henſion of any Hazard of his Future 
State; even tho God ſhould think 
fit to call him hence before the next 
Day dawns, or the Evening Sun ſets 
and cloſes in upon him.----His Caſe 
will then be like that of the Fairh- 
ful Servant in the Goſpel, who 
being ready prepared to meet and 
attend his Lord at what Hour ſoever 
he came, was entitled to receive a 
welcome Euge from him, and in 
the End to be admitted to enter into 
his Joy.----Math: xxv. 2. 
But then ſince we are not born 
for ourſelves alone, but for the ſpi- 
ritual and temporal Good of the 
Community whereof we are Mem- 
bers; tis farther to be conſidered, 
that as we live in a State of Depen- 
dance upon one another, and are 
a under 
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under mutual Obligations in the ſe. 
veral Ranks and Stations of Life that 
Providence has placed us'in, to con- 
tribute what lies in our Power to 
the publick Welfare and Intereſt and 
Support of the whole.-----So there 
are relative Duties incumbent upon 
all under their Care and Charge; 
which thoſe of a ſuperior Rank and 
Power above the Reſt (whether Ma- 
giſtrates or Maſters, Parents or Guar- 
dians) are in Conſcience obliged by 
the natural Laws of civil Societies 
to put in Execution, that they may 
not themſelves become accountable to 
God for their wilful Neglect of it. 
How nearly then does it concern 
all ſuch Parents and Maſters in particu- 
lar not only to inſtill the true Prin- 
ciples of Piety and Religion into the 
Minds of their Children and Servants, 
and other Dependants upon them, 
| but 
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but alſo to reprove, correct, and pu- 


niſh the wilfull Tranſgreſſors of them, 
as the Nature of their Crimes de- 
ſerves. | 

And what other Method can be 
thought of more ſuitable and effica- 
cious to this important End, than 
the regular and conſtant Exerciſe 
of ſuch Forms of Family Prayers and 
Devotions, as they think moſt fit for 
that Uſe ?-----A Duty, (which how 
little ſoever it has of late Years been 
reduced to Practice) has ever been 
eſteemed in all former Ages as one 
of the beſt Preſervatives againſt that 
impetuous Flow of Infidelity and Li- 
centiouſneſs, that in the Opinion of 
the beſt and wiſeſt Men amongſt 
us, are in a great Meaſure imputed 
to the notorious Neglect of it. 

From this double View of the 
Caſe, and the different Conſequences 

b of 
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of it in each of theſe Reſpects, tis 
natural and obvious to infer what 
heavy Judgments and Puniſhments 
the Libertine Houſholder (under 
whoſe Roof the Name of Chriſt is 
blaſphemed, his Laws deſpis d, and 
his Worſhip neglected) muſt be ex- 
poſed to, on the one Hand, And 
what gracious Promiſes of Bliſs and 
Happineſs are ſure to attend the true 
Chriſtian on the other, in he Life 
that now is, as well as that which is 
to come. The Truth and Certainty 
of both which Sanctions, and the 
proper Application of them to the 
preſent Purpoſe, being fully and di- 
ſtinctly recorded in Holy Writ, I 
need only appeal to the Divine Au- 
thority of the Book of Deutronamy, 
where they are delivered by Moſes 
from the Mouth of God. himſelf, 


and that in the moſt folemn and pa- 


thetic 
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thetic Terms that can poſlibly be 
expreſſed ; as more particularly ap- 
pears in the 28th Chapter of the 
faid Book, which together with the 
many well known Precepts and Ad- 
monitions frequently mentioned in 
the New Teſtament to the like 
Effect, I take leave to recommend 
to the pious Reader's Peruſal for his 
farther Satisfaction therein. 


SECT. VI. 


From all which it is beyond 
Contradiction evident, that as Peace 
and Happineſs is the natural Effect 
and Conſequence of a religious Life, 
and has the ſame ſolemn Promiſes in 
the Divine Word of the like Bleſſings, 
in the preſent, as well as in the fu- 


ture State; ſo the ſame Concluſion 
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is equally applicable to both ; viz. 
« That whoever makes it his Chief 
Endeavour in the General Courſe 
and Conduct of his Life conſcien- 
tiouſly to diſcharge his Duty to God 
upon Earth, cannot fail of being at 
Peace, and happy with him in 
Heaven. : 

Nor is he leſs ſecure of being 
likewiſe at Peace with his Fellow- 
Chriſtians here below, to whoſe Fa- 
vour and Friendſhip he may well be 
ſuppoſed to recommend himſelf by 
all the Neighbourly, Humane, and 
Beneficent Offices he has been ready 
when any proper Occaſions offer'd, 
to aſſiſt and oblige them with; 
And (what comes yet nearer to the 
Spirituality of the Goſpel) by his 
charitable pardoning and forgiving 
of all injuries or Affronts, and after 
the Example of our Bleſſed Lord 
Hh endeavour- 
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endeavouring in like manner 20 over- 
- come Evil withGood,---Upon all which 
Motives and Conſiderations it is that 
weare with great Juſtice and Proprie- 
ty aſſured by the Prophet 1/azab, 
xXxii. 17. in the Name of God him- 
ſelf; That the Work of Righteouſneſs 
7s Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſ- 
neſs Ruietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
But as theſe Temporal Effects are 
only the Forerunners, the previous 
Marks and Tokens ofthat eternal Peace 
and Happineſs, which are to be the 
Portion of juſt Men made perfect in 
another World: ſo they are far ſhort 
of that conſummate State of Bliſs 
and Glory which God has reſerved for 
all thoſe that truly love and obey him; 
who (as a certain Conſequence of 
this) will then be admitted % the 
unſpeakable Happineſs of the Beati- 
fick Viſion in Heaven, where they 
4.4 Will 


* a. a. Es t , , 


DIVINE WISDOM. 243 
will /ze God Face 10 Face in his ut- 
moſt Splendor and Glory, enjoy the 
Bleſſed Society of an innumerable 
Company of Angels and Spirits a- 
bove, and live forever with them in 
Chriſts Heavenly Kingdom. 

The Concluſion therefore that 
naturally ariſes from the Whole, muſt 
be;----That, ſince this Divine Wil- 
dom, as it denotes Religion, is ſo 
perfective of our Rational Nature, 
and carries it's own Reward along 
with it, not only in this Life, but 
in that which is to come (as under 
the ſeveral Heads before mention'd I 
have endeavour'd to prove it does) 
How forcibly does this engage us all 
to keep ſtrictly to the Rules pre- 
ſcribed by it, in the Direction and 
Conduct of our Principles and Ac- 
tions to that End? And how inex- 
cuſable muſt be the Condemnation 
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of thoſe Nominal Chriſtians among 


us, who, quite contrary to their Pro- 
feſſion, forfeit all the Happineſs they 
would otherwiſe have a Claim to, 


by an Obſtinate Averſion and Oppo- 


ſition to it? 

A Way of acting ſo abſolutely 
contradictory to the Principles of 
Human Reaſon, and even to thoſe 
of Self-Love and Self- Preſervation, 
which the Law of Nature has, in 
an eſpecial Manner, impreſſed upon 
all Mankind; that there muſt ſurely 
be ſome other Extraordinary Motive 
they are unwilling to own, which 
inſenſibly induces them to be re- 
conciled to it. They muſt either 
be infatuated and deluded by the 
Spirit of Darkneſs, (who lies in wait 
to deceive) or be drawn into it by 
the corrupt Communications of thoſe 


who are unhappily under the like 


Influence, 
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Influence, to deny or call in Queſtion 
the Divine Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Certainty of a 
Future State. 

For as tis hardly poſſible to con- 
ceive how that could be effected, 
if there was not a Root of Infidelity 
lurking in the Heart, to allure and 
excite them to it; ſo it muſt be this, 
and this alone that can reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to work them up to ſuch 
a fool-hardy Reſolution, as to hazard 
their Future State upon ſo precarious 
a Bottom, or make them in any 
Meaſure eaſy under ſo open and 
daring a Contempt of God, and his 
Laws. 

Nor is there any other End or 
Purpoſe they can be preſumed to 
propoſe by it, unleſs it be to rid 
themſelves of the Obligations they 
are under in the Chriſtian State, to 


pare 
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their darling Luſts and Vices, which, 
in their preſent Way of judging and 
acting, ſeem to them more deſireable 
than even Heaven itſelf. 

I might here again remind theſe 
unhappy Gentlemen of the danger- 
ous Riſque they muſt inevitably 
run, by the unpardonable Obſtinacy 
they are guilty of, in their wilfull 
rejecting that Sacred Key of Divine 
Truth and Knowledge, which alone 
can open and lead the Way to it. 

-—- But after the many Argu- 
ments and Solutions that have 
been urg d in the Preliminary Dit- 
ſertation on that Head, it will be 
ſufficient to refer them to the far- 
ther Conſideration thereof. 


All I have more to add to 
what has been already ſaid, is on- 
7872 1 


part with, or lay a Reſtraint upon 
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y to crave the Reader's Pati 

_ in which there are vera 
articulars, which were omitted i 
the former Edition. a 


AN 


AﬀeQionate Addreſs 


TO THE 


DEISTS and FREE-THINKERS 
WITH THE 


Moft preſſing and perfwaſrve Motives 
and Exhortations to excite their 
Conver fan, and re-eftabliſh them 


in the Chriſtian Farth. 


0 make theſe Exhortations 
more Effectual, it will be 


neceſſary to ſearch and 
probe to the Bottom of the Sore, 


and lay it open to full View, in or- 


der to a Cure. An Operation as 
Irkſome and Diſagreeable to Me, as 


it can be to Themſelves. But as the 
Weighty 
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Weighty - Cauſe of Divine Truth 
needs no Apology. for the moſt ear- 
neſt and zealous Endeavours to de- 
fend it; ſo the probable Proſpect of 
gaining ſome Proſelytes to it (however 
few they be) where Eternity lies at 
ſtake, will at leaſt, I hope, beſpeak 
their Candour, and entitle me to 
their Excuſe. The only Apology that 
ſeems neceſſary for me to make is, that 
the ſame, or ſimilar Arguments, 
often interfering with what had be- 
fore been urged (under the ſeveral 
Views I thought myſelf obliged to 
ſet them in) has caſually oceaſiond 
ſome Verbal Tautologies, that could 
not be avoided, without maiming 
the Senſe and Energy of them, 
which pleads for itſelf. 


W 


2 ADDRESS TO THE 
8 E C T. 2 


This premiſed, the firſt Thing I 
have to exhort them to is, that they 
would in Earneft duly refle& and 
conſider with themſelves, what a 
Number of Irreparable Miſchiefs, 
the bare Licentiouſneſs in Point of 
Morality muſt unavoidably do; not 
only to the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
Religion in general, but to tho Pub- 
lick Good of the Civil Community, 
both in Church and State. They 
cannot but allow, with the Reſt of 
Mankind, that Peace and Unity (in 
which the Grace of Charity is al- 
ways implied) are the Fundamental 
Support of all Eſtabliſhed Politics 
and Governments in the World, up- 
on which their real Welfare and Proſ- 
perity muſt neceſſarily depend. 


And 
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And how inconſiſtent theſe are 
with the open Contempt. and Viola- 
tion of the ſeveral Duties of our 
Holy Religion, as alſo with the Fac- 
tious Conteſts and Diſputes perpetu- 
ally raiſed about it; and conſequent- 
ly how deſtructive they muſt mu- 
tually be of each other, is too evi- 
dently experienc'd to be denied. 
Witneſs the tranſcient Specimen given 
of them in the Practical Remarks 
before made on the Attribute of 
Holineſs. | 

And if Vice and Immorality, 
ſingly conſidered, have fo viſible a 
Tendency that Way, how much 
more muſt thoſe Libertine Principles, 
which ſtrike at the very Root of 
Chriſtianity itſelf, be attended with 
theſe pernicious and deplorable Ef- 
fects ? 
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Mankind, they appear, alas! to be 


2;2 ADDRESS TO'THE- 
But what yet : farther enhances 
the Guilt of this heavy Charge is, 
that the unhappy Perſons therein 
concerned, not content with the Li- 
berty of harbouring theſe Infidel O- 
pinions in their own Breaſts, are every 
where ſo induſtriouſſy zealous to ſpread 
and promote them among others; 
which, by their Agreeableneſs to the 
Corrupt Humours and Paſſions of 


too ſucceſsfull in. If they could, 
indeed, be aſſured, that they are 


really in the Right, and have Truth 


on their Side, they might in ſome 


Meaſure, be excuſed for being ſo zea- 


lous in that Reſpect; But when 


Nothing of this does, or can ever 


be made appear; when they have 


Nothing but bare Imagination and 


Conjecture on their Side, one would 
hardly think it poſſible, that Men 
AY of 
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of Parts and Abilities, Learning and 
Judgment, (as there are many of them 
allowed to be in other Matters) ſhould 
take ſo much Pains to defend, and 
propagate them upon any other Mo- 
tives than thoſe I have before- 
mentioned. 

To take off the Imputation of 0 
heavy a Charge, it greatly behoves 
me in the next Place, to exhort and 
entreat them, in the moſt tender, 
compaſſionate, and charitable Man- 
ner I can, to ſearch and examine 
thoroughly into the true State of their 
Caſe, as it has been here repreſent- 
ed; That they would ſet aſide the 
Bias and Prejudice of the Self-ſuffi- 
ciency of their own Underſtanding, 
and weigh impartially the many fla- 
grant and undeniable Evidences and 
Atteſtations of the Divine Authority 
of the Holy Scriptures to that great 

End. 
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End. An Examination ſo neceſ. 


fary, and at the fame Time fo ſatis- 
factory in itſelf, that, if they could 
but be perſwaded to make a right 
Uſe of it, in the Conſcientious and 
Self-denying Manner here propoſed, 
they could not well fail of being 
convinced of the Inexcuſable Obſti- 
nacy they are guilty of in perſiſting 
to withſtand the F orce and Effi- 
cacy of them. 

Eſpecially if they . at the 
ſame Time, likewiſe conſider, that 
theſe Evidences for the Truth and 
 Certainty of them, with Regard to 
the Doctrinal Points, as well as the 
Hiſtorical Facts therein recorded, 
have ftood the Teſt of all Apes ſince 
the firſt Publication of them, and 
even of the Providence of God Him- 
ſelf, which has ſo wonderfully guar- 
ded and preſerved them through all 
the 
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the outragious Perſecutions from 
Time to Time raiſed againſt them by 
the Heathen Nations, which were 
inveterately bent to ſuppreſs and de- 


— 
FFT. I. 


If Truth be really what they aim 
at, and do in earneſt ſeek after, let 
ſuch of them, as are in any Degree 
qualified for it, but take the Pains 
to look into and examine thoſe an- 
cient and authentick Writings of 

oſephus and Philo Fudeus (the moſt 
ed and Celebrated Authors a- 
mong the eus at that Time) and 
they will there find fuch ample and 
latisfactory Accounts, with regard to 
the Life and Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
the Miracles wrought by him ; as 
well as that of Moſes, and the Di- 


vine 
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vine Diſpenſation he was command- 
ed and inſpired by God to promulge; 
as may juſtly be preſum d ſufficient 
to convince them of the Unreaſon- 
ableneſs of their groundleſs Prejudi- 
ces and Exceptions againſt them. 

And fo again, as to the Hiſtori- 


cal Matters of Fact, which relate to 
the ſeveral Prophecies therein reveal- 
ed concerning Chriſt, many Hun- 


dred Vears before they came to pals; 
If they would only give themſelves 


the like Trouble attentively to read 


over and conſider the apparent Con- 
neftion there is between the Sacred 


and Profane Hiſtories on that Head, 
(the. Chronology of which has been 
publiſhed by ſeveral noted Authors, 
more particularly by Archbiſhop 
Uſher, and the late Learned and 
Judicious Dr. Prideaux, the moſt. 
accurate and valuable of them) they 
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would there find ſuch full Satisfaction 
in theſe Points alſo, as, in the Im- 
partial Way of Judging, it would be 
next to impoſſible for them to gain- 
ſay or withſtand. © 

But left this ſhould be thought 
too difficult and tedious an Enquiry 
for them to enter into (as I am apt 
to believe it may) they will the more 
eaſily, I hope, excuſe the Freedom 
I take to refer them to the two Pre- 
fatory Diſcourſes drawn up by the 
late Acute, Laborious, and Judicious 
Mr. Stackhouſe, before his Hiftory of 
the Holy Bible.----In which | beſides 
the many Powerful and Convincing 
Arguments for the Neceſſity as well 
as the Reaſonableneſs and Expedi- 
ency of a Divine Revelation' in ge- 
neral; and the no leſs full and fatis- 
factory Anſwers to all the Objections 
chat have ever yet been rais d againſt 
K k them} 
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them] I dare venture to promiſe 
they will there meet with ſuch au- 
thentick Proofs and Teſtimonies, not 
only from the ancient Jewiſh, but 
the moſt noted Roman Writers and 
Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, in Con- 
firmation of the ſeveral Facts there- 
in recorded; That they can no more 
be denied or diſputed, than that there 
were in Truth ſuch Authors, or fuch 
Facts and Paſſages then tranſacted in 
the World, 

All which will yet more fully 
appear, if they take in the Evidence 
of the Publick Written Account 
which, Tacitus expreſly tells us, was 
ſent to Tiberius GCe/ar, of all thoſe 
Matters from Pontius Pilate the Go- 
vernour himſelf; who by the vio- 
lent Importunity of the u (as he 
then complained) was forc'd, againſt 
the Bent of his own Mind and Judg- 


ment, 
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ment, to execute that unjuſt Sen- 
tence he had paſs'd upon our Savi- 
our, as they required. | 


SECT. III. 


Taking the Whole, therefore, in 
this View, what other Judgment can 
be paſs'd upon ſuch a prevalent 
Growth of Infidelity amongſt us, 
but that the chief Abettors of it, 
are for the moſt Part ſo abſolutely 
determined (right or wrong) to ad- 
here to their own Opinions, that 
inſtead of ſceing with their Eyes, or 
hearing with their Ears, they reſolve 
to cloſe both; and reject the Offers 
of that n Converſion they might 
otherwiſe be bleſſed with? 

And what makes this Abſurdity 
yet more unaccountable, is, that, 
notwithſtanding the High Value they 

K k 2 ſet 
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ſet upon Human Reaſon, above 
every other Principle they will ſuffer 
themſelves to be guided by; yet 
their Way of acting in this Caſe is a 
downright Contradiction to it. For 
what in Fact or Reality can be more 
ſo, than to prefer Darkneſs before 
Light, to quit Certainty for Uncer- 
tainty, and run the Hazard of a 
Future State upon ſo great an Ine- 
quality of Evidence, as the Teſti- 
mony of an Omniſcient God on the 
one Hand, and that of Fallen Man 
ſuppoſes on the other? 
But admitting the Evidences were 
in any Degree Equal in Regard to 
to that great Point, (which no Wiſe 
and Conſiderate Perſon, after all the 
Calculations that have ever been 
made about it, can allow it to be): 
Vet, conſidering the Infinite Re- 
wards and Puniſhments that are here- 
| after 
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after to enſue, as no Man living can 
be affured they will not, which, 
when brought into this Account, 
muſt greatly preponderate and «caſt 
the Balance of the Scale againſt them; 
What a Madneſs muſt it be to 
venture upon fuch an Experiment, as 
has no probable Grounds in Right 
Reaſon to ſupport it? 

This is what they themſelves muſt 
needs be ſenſible of, and therefore to 
_ ſupply the Defect of Rational Argu- 
ments, which the Weakneſs of their 
Cauſe will not bear, they have Re- 
courſe to that Old Heathen, and (if 
I may be pardoned the Word) Helliſh 
Device. of Scoffing and Ridicule to 
that End; finding it much eaſier and 
more effectual to Laugh Men out of 
their Chriſtian Principles, than to 
Reaſon them into their Own: So un- 
juſtifiable a Way of proceeding, and ſo 


dangerous 
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dangerous and pernicious in the Con- 
ſequences of it, that it is not eaſy to 
account for the encouraging Succeſs 
they meet with in it. 


But whether it is owing to Pride or 
Sell-Conceit and Singularity on the 
one Hand; or a natural Baſhfulneſs 
and Diffidence in their own Judgment, 
and Dependance upon thoſe whom 
they eſteem as more Learned and 
Knowing on the other; or all theſe 
mixed together with the common 
Foible of the Love of che World, 
and the preſent Modes and Intereſts 
and Enjoyments of it, certain it is, 
that as there's no one thing Man- 
kind has a greater Averſion to 
than to be Mocled and Derided; 
ſo nothing has done greater Miſchief 
to all Religion whatſoever, than this 
has brought upon it. 

Eſpecially 
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Eſpecially when it is conſidered 
what an Additional Load of Guilt it 
muſt bring upon thoſe unhappy Per- 
ſons, who fit in the Scorner's Chair, 
and draw in all that come within 
their Reach to aſſemble and unite 
with them in ſuch Impious Commu- 
nications. For what can poſhbly be 
more Injurious and Provoking to the 
Divine Being than to fee his Deity 
thus infulted, and his Divine Laws 
made the Subject of Burleſque and 
Ridicule ? What more inconſiſtent 
with the Nature of Rational Crea- 
tures, than to imagine him capable 
of ſuffering the Souls of Men, which 
Chriſt ſhed his Precious Blood to re- 
deem, to be ſo little regarded by 
them as this implies, without inflict- 
ing the ſevereſt Puniſhments upon 
them for it? No, theſe are Outrages 
ſo ſhocking to all true Chriſtians Ears 
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in the very Mention of them, that 
they cannot but raiſe the greateſt 
Horror and Deteſtation in their 
Minds againſt them. 

And they would, no doubt, have 
the like Effect on theſe very Scof- 
fers themſelves, if they could poſlibly 


be prevailed with to read the Scrip- 


tures, with that Attention and Sin- 
cerity as they ought; and ſeriouſly 
reflect on the many Severe Threat- 
nings there denounced in particular 
againſt this heinous Tranſgreſſion.— 
The moſt remarkable of which is 
that recorded by the Wiſe-man from 
the Mouth of God himſelf, Prov. i. 
26, 27, 28. where he tells the Li- 
bertines of this fort in thoſe Days, 
that becauſe they hated Knowledge, 
ſet at nought his Counſels, and deſpiſed 
his Reproofs; He would laugh at 
#heir Calamity, and mock when their 


fear 
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Fear came; and again, That wben 
Diſtreſs and Anguiſh came upon them 
as a Whirkomd, and threatened their 
Deſftruftiom; Then, ſays he, ſhall 
they call upon me, but I will not an- 
wer, they "ſhall ſeek me early, but 
they ſhall not find me ; yea, though 
they make many Prayers,” J will not 
hear them. | 


SECT. IV. 


That theſe ſevere Denunciations 
were actually executed upon the 
Jewiſh Nation in General, is too 
evidently demonſtrated by their utter 
Baniſhment and Diſperſion through 
the whole Chriſtian World to need 
any further Proof.----And, if we 
(notwithſtanding our Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion) do ſtill go on, by the like 
notorious Acts of Infidelity, Im- 

Mm pity, 


| — of this, the utter Sul ver- 
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piety, and Licentiouſneſs, to þ// 72 
the Meaſure of our Iniquities as they 
did ; we have, I fear, but too much 
Reaſon to expect the like ſevere Sen- 
tence of Condemnation from Him; 
and how ſoon that may be paſſed 
upon us, God alone, who is the 
Avenger, as well as the Witneſs of 


them, can poſſibly know, or deter- 


mine on that Account. 

The ſenſible Warnings we have 
felt of the Divine Indignation againſt 
us, in the laſt Century by a long 
Expenſive and Deſtructive Civil War, 
in which many Millions of Lives in 
the Field, and ever that of the Beſt 
of Princes upon the Scaffold at his 
own Gate were ſacrificed to the Am- 
bition of a Tyrannical Uſurper, who/e 
Sword was the only Law he reſolved 
10 govern by,---And, as a fatal Con- 


fron 
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fion of our happy Eftabliſhment both 
in Church and State; together with 
the many deteſtable and deplorable 


Effects that naturally flowed from it ; 
Are Infliftions too flagrant and | 


freſh in our Memories to need being 
reminded of ; and of too grievous a 
Nature to bear being reflected on | 
without perpetuating that ignomi- Il 
| 
| 


nious Reproach and Condemnation, | 
which the deſperate Rebels of thoſe | 
Days brought upon the whole Na- | 
tion by it. | 
Nor is this the only Inſtance 'of _— 
God's Diſpleaſure againſt us; there i 
being yet another of a much freſher 
Date, which I cannot forbear taking | 
Notice of on this Occaſion ;----v12. 
That malignant Diſtemper and Mor- | 


| tality among our Cattle, that we J 
have for ſome Vears groaned under and 
are not yet intirely free from; which 

M m 2 appears il 
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appears to be a Viſitation of fo ex- 
traordinary a Nature, that it is as 
much above the Reach of our Rea- 
ſon ta account for, as it is beyond 
our utmoſt Skill in Phyſical Cauſes 
and Effects, by any Human Means 
to remedy or prevent. 
To whom then are we to aſcribe 
this ſurprizing Event, or from whom 
are we to hope for Succour and Re- 
lief, but that ſupreme Almighty 
Being, on whoſe Providence alone 
ſuch unaccountable Emergencies muſt 
be ſuppoſed to depend? | 
This may, for ought we know, 
be but the Beginning of other Sor- 
rows yet to come; if we do not take 
due Care by a ſpeedy Repentance 
and Reformation of Life, to put a 
Stop to theſe ſpreading Evils. 
But to comfort us under ſuch ju- 
dick] Trials, which laſt no longer 
than 
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than the great and wiſe End they 
were deſigned for is anſwered; tis 
farther to be obſerved, - that as God 
was graciouſly pleaſed on the former 
Occaſion, in the Miaſt of Fudgment 
to remember Mercy, and by giving 
a different Turn to the Courſe of his 
Providence in our Favour, to reſtore 
our then baniſhed Sovereign to the 
Rightful Poſſeſſion of his Throne, 
under the fame Form of Govern- 
ment in Church and State, which 
was ſo happily before ſettled and 
eſtabliſhed among us ;---------So we 
have great Reaſon to hope for the 
like gracious Favour in Regard 
to the Malady we have ſo long 
complained of ; eſpecially after the 
repeated ſolemn Acts of Humi- 
liation and Repentance appointed 
by his preſent Majeſty on that Ac- 


count; and the ſtrict Regard he has 
; all 
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all along ſhewed to the ſtanding 


Rules of Juſtice and Equity, as well 


as to the Peace and Proſperity of the 
Civil Government over which: he 
preſides: theſe being all of them 
Qualifications of ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
Nature as may well be preſumed to 
entitle him to the Divine Favour of 
God himſelf, as they have hitherto 
done, to the general Affection, Re- 
ſpect and Eſteem of all his Subjects, 
who never fail to teſtify the Sin- 
cerity of it, by their beſt Wiſhes 
and Prayers for his Preſervation, as 
in Duty and Gratitude he juſtly de- 

ſerves from them. 
.. It is but too common indeed with 
the Generality of Free-Thinkers (who 
are diſpoſed to reſolve all publick E- 
vents of this Kind into thePower and 
Energy of natural Cauſes only) to ex- 
claim — our aſcribing them to 
the 
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the Diſpenſations of God's Provi- 
dence, which they falfly imagine to 
be an Impeachment of His Infinite 
Juſtice and Goodneſs to Mankind, 
and conſequently inconſiſtent with 
the Eſſential Ideas he has been pleas'd 
to give us of himſelf in his Divine 
Word.------But this is an Inference 
that ought by no Means to be drawn 
from it. For though it cannot be denied 
that all National Judgments and Pu- 
niſhments as ſuch, are and muſt be, 
indiſcriminately inflicted on all alike, 
in a temporal Senſe . (with regard 
to the preſent Life): Yet, as God is an 
all-diſcerning, as well as a Righteous 
Judge, who fees and knows the Fi- 
delity and Integrity of thoſe that 
truly believe and truſt in him; fo he 
will not fail to reward them with a 
due Share of that ſpiritual and eter- 
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nal Happineſs, they have a juſt Ti- 
te to be admitted to in another World. 


r. V. 


75 Having now enlarged much far- 
ther upon this nice and ſublime Sub- 


ject than I firſt intended, or than 
probably may be acceptable to ſome 


of my Readers; it is now high 


Time to return to the general Head 


I had entered into under-the former 


Section, vis. To ſhew the ſolemn 
Aſſurances we have from God him- 
ſelf in all Parts of his Divine Word; 


that he is not only infinite in Power 
to pumſb, but abundant in Mercy 


and Compaſſion to forgive the great- 
eſt of Sinners, if with penitent and 


contrite Hearts, they return to their 
| Duty, ſo that the very Scorners be- 


fore-mentioned 
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before-mentioned, it they would but 
be. prevailed with (as King Solomon 
adviges) to be wi/e for themſelves and 
be moved by thoſe awful Admoni- 
tions to reform and forſake that 
grievous Enormity-before it be too 
late; there is yet a Way left for 
them to eſcape, and be reconciled 
to Him. And that without their 
ſeeking Shelter under ſome miſta- 
ken Paſſages in St. Pauls Epiſtles, 
which they vainly imagine to be 
much more in their Favour, than 
they will find them to be. 
It is true, indeed, that St. Paul 
himſelf, before his Converſion was 
excited by his great Zeal for the 
Moſaick Diſpenſation, to become a 
Blaſpbemer and Perſecutor of the Name 
and Faith of Chriſt. But he tells us, 
be obtained Mercy, becauſe he did it 
be in Unbelief. 1 Tim. i. 13. 
Nn | And 
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----And the like Apology he makes 
in . Favour of the Gentiles alſo on 
that Account; ow ſhould they be- 
lieve, ſays he, in Him of whom they 
| have not beard, and how ſhould they 
hear - without a Teacher, and how 
ſpould they teach except they be fe ? 
Rom. x. 14, 1 ö. 
And agreeably to this it is farther 
to be obſerved, That, though the 
Jews were ſeverely puniſhed for 
their Rejecting and Crucifying the 
Bleſſed Meſſiah, who was ſent to 
deliver to them the glad Tidings of 
the Goſpel; by being driven out of 
their native Country to ſeek their 
Bread in foreign Nations, under the 
odious Mark of Ignominy and Re- 
proach to this Day ;- As the great- 
eſt Part of the Gentiles ftill are, by 
being involved in a State of Dark- 


neſs and Ignorance of that Divine 
- Light 
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Light; and enſlaved to the Cruel 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion of the Sa- 
vage Rulers they are forced to be 
ſubje& to ;------yet they are neither 
of them to be looked upon as down- 
right Reprobates ſo as to be without 
Hope, and without God in the World. 
For as the former have the Law 
of Moſes for the Rule of their Faith 
and Conduct, and the latter that of 
natural Reaſon and Conſcience to 
regulate their Thoughts and Actions 
by, ſo they are each of them to be 
rewarded or puniſhed hereafter, ac- 
cording to their Obſervance or Vio- 
lation of thoſe Laws, by which they 
are to be judged ;-----And that in 
ſuch Kinds and Degrees of each, as 
God in his Infinite Wiſdom and 
Juſtice thinks fit to allot them in a 


future State; though he has not 
3 been 
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been pleaſed expreſly to reveal them 
to us in his Divine Word. 

To confirm the Truth of which 
Aſſertions we have the Teſtimony 
of the Holy Scriptures, more parti- 
cularly of the-/Vew Teſtament in ſe- 
veral Places, which plainly intimate 
and foretell the Converſion of the 
One, and zhe Calling in of the Other; 
and that when the Fullneſs of Time 
appointed by the. Father for that 
Purpoſe is compleated ; all that then 
remain alive of them, ſhall, { by em- 
bracing the Faith of Chriſt, be ad- 
mitted into the Pale of his Church, 
become one Fold under one Shepherd ; 
and through the Merits of his Death 
and Paſhon be entitled to the Ever- 
laſting Reward of it at his future 


Tribunal. 


SECT. 
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But of what Uſe or Benefit. is all 
this to the Free-Thinkers of this 
Age among us, who have not the 
leaſt Claim to the foregoing - Pleas ? 
If the Light of Chriſt's Goſpel . had 
not been vouchſafed and imparted 
to them; if they had not entered 
into a ſolemn Covenant with Him at 
their Baptiſm, and been early in- 
ſtructed in its Doctrines and Precepts 
by the publick . Preaching of it ; 
they might have ſomething favour- 
able to plead for themſelves :---But, 
as their Caſe is quite the Reverſe of 
all this, ſo muſt the Effect and Con- 
ſequence of it be too; they become 
much more inexcuſable by their 
outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and therefore render themſelves ob- 


noxious 
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noxioustba much = ſeverer Condem- 
nation. 

A Conſequence of ſo ſhocking 
and dreadful a Nature, that they 
themſelves can hardly be ſuppoſed 
to reflect upon it without frequent 
Fears and Apprehenſions of the Di- 
vine Judgments in another Life; 
ſome ſecret Fore-bodings will un- 
avoidably be riſing in their Minds 
of the Probability of a future State, 
— And what elſe in Point of Equi- 
ty, can they then expect at God's 
Hand, but to be made the Signal 
Examples of his Divine Juſtice for 
ſo impious a Contempt and Abuſe 
of his Mercy, which he has from 
Time to Time vouchſafed them the 
gracious Offers of ? I 
Tis little better in the Effect and 
Conſequences of it, than an impli- 
— ugon God 70 de- 
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part from them for they defire not the | 
Fen eds of his Ways; and ſetting 
his Threatnings at Defiance, as mere 
Bug-bears invented to frighten the 
Timid and Credulous Chriftians into 
the Obſervance of his Laws. ; 

But what yet further ſhews that | 
malicious Pains are taking to 
aboliſh the Chriſtian Religion; they 
ſeruple not (without conſidering whoſe 
Work they are employed in) to 
become Tools and Inſtruments in 
the Jeſuits Hands to bring about 
their main Deſign, of ſubverting 
our eſtabliſned Church and re- in- 
ſtating that of the Church of Rome 
in its ftead, which is more than 


probable would be the Conſequence 
of it. For there is nothing more 


obvious to common Senſe and Ob- 
ſervation, than that the Growth and 


Increaſe of Fopery, is and muſt of 
Courſe 
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Courſe be advanced in Proportion 
to the Growth of Infidelity and Im- 
piety. amongſt us. Their falſe 
Doctrines will not bear the Teſt of 
the primitive Truth and Purity of 


the Goſpel; and, as they think them- 
ſelves obliged to be at ſome Reli- 


gion or other, tis natural for them 
to make Choice of that Church, 
which calls itſelf Infallible, and pro- 

oſes much eaſier and ſurer Terms 
of Salvation (chan they will allow Ours 
to do) by their pretended Yorks of Su- 
pererogation and Prayers for the Dead, 
to releaſe them from that Purgat torial 
State, they are ſuppoſed to be confin'd 
to, in order to purify and prepare them 
for that perfect State of Bliſs and Glory 
they are to enjoy with Chriſt in Hea- 
ben. That this is the Opinion too ge- 
nerally entertain d amongſt them, ap- 


you fromthe * Complaints we 
| find 
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find (of late Years more than ever) 
ſet forth in our publick Papers of 
the great Numbers of profeſſed Pro- 
teſtants, which crowd to the ſeveral 
Romiſh Chapels they are at Liberty 
to reſort to WONT Reſtraint or 
Controul. 
But not to dwell any a on 
ſo diſagreeable a Subject (which I 
have not Room for) there is nothing 


in Truth can be more ſurprizingly 
abſurd than that M& of fuch di- 


ſtinguiſhed Parts and Abilities ſhould 
induſtriouſſy aſſociate and combine 
together to ſubvert the Faith and 

Doctrine of Chriſt's Goſpel, upon 
which all true Morality and Religion 
is founded; as they are in Effect en- 
deavouring to do, by throwing down 
the Chief Guards and Fences ap- 
pointed by God to ſecure and pre- 


ſerve it. 
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For what in Nature can be more 
evident to 'the common Sentiments 
of Mankind, than that the Stability 
of all Superſtructures muſt depend 
on the Strength and Security of the 
Foundation that ſupports them ?. And 
how ſhould that Security be made 
good in this Reſpect, if every Man 
be left at Liberty to think and act 
as he pleaſes, without any Regard 
to that Divine Law ?----He becomes 
then, in a taal Senſe, a Law 70 
himſelf, as having nothing but his 
own depraved Fancy and Inclina- 
tion to govern himſelf; by; and 
what the Conſequence of that muſt 
be, his own Experience in the End 
will too N convince him of. 


SECT. 


. - 
: = 
„ — 
— [ 
— © $47 94 - 


DEISTS AND FREETHINKERS, 263 
SECT. VII. 


That Religion in general is, and 
muſt be, of all Things, the moſt 
proper and neceſſary to the publick 
Intereſt and Proſperity of all Civil 
States and Governments whatever, is 
a known and received Maxim, 
which the moſt eminent Politicians | 
of all Ages and Nations have uni- 
verſally agreed in and that the 
Chriſtian Religion in particular (eſpe 3 
cially as tis here eſtabliſhed) is, of 
all others, the moſt effectual to the 
Attainment of that important End; 
we have likewiſe the concurrent 
Opinion of two late Authors of 
great Note and Diſtinction on the 

Infidel Side, to confirm the Truth * 
of it ;---(who, notwithſtanding the 
manifeſt Contrariety it bears to their 

Oo 2 profeſſed 
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Diſbelief of future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in another 
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World) are both forced to acknow- 


ledge the powerful Influence it has, 
in Point of Policy, to promote 
Men's Obedience to the Precepts of 


the moral Law, as well as to re- 


ſtrain them from the Commiſſion 


of ſuch enormous and en: 


Vices, as they would otherwiſe be 


inclined to run headlong into. 


From all which it may, I hope, 
by their own Confeſſion, - be very 


ily inferred ; that ſince the un- 
juſtifiable Methods they take to pro- 


pagate their Infidel Principles are 
ſuch, as, have never yet been (and 
I.truſt in God never will be) able 
to effect; . they would forbear at 


leaſt to blaſpheme what they own is 
above the Reach of their Reaſon to 


IEG: and, with a modeſt 
bats i! $ QU and 


DEISTS AND FREETHINKERS. 28g 
and becoming Deference, be per- 
ſuaded to acquieſce (as their Wiſe 
Fore-fathers had for many Ages 
done) in that ſtanding and authen- 
tic Revelation God has vouchſafed 
us of his Divine Will therein. 

This no Doubt would be the 
ſafeſt Way for them to take in their 
Caſe, as not knowing how far his 
Divine Mercy may poſſibly be ex- 
tended, by ſome extraordinary Im- 
pulſes of his Divine Spirit upon their 
Minds to bring them back to the Be- 
lief and Acknowledgment f the 
Truth, 

But however, that may be, as it 
can be no Reproach upon their Un- 
derſtandings to entertain ſome Hopes 
at leaſt of that Kind; ſo the Infinite 
Happineſs that would aſſuredly at- 
tend the fulfilling of thoſe Hopes, 
would abundantly juſtify them in 


makin ing | 
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making that Experiment; and be - 
the likelieſt Means to induce them 
zo caft off thoſe Works of Darkneſs, 
that have hitherto intercepted that 
Divine Light of the Goſpel, which 
would otherwiſe have ſhined upon 
them i in their reading of it. 
Of what Weight, theſe preſſing 
Arguments and Exhortations may, 
or ought to be, with the profeſſed In- 


faets before-mentioned, is a Point 
of Conſcience, that muſt be left en- 


tirely to themſelves to judge of, and 
determine.----All I have further to 
offer on this Head is only to ſubjoin 
a few practical Remarks, by Way 
of Caution, to thoſe other Gentle- 
Wa called Free-Thinkers, who have 
ot yet quite abandoned the Pro- . 
felon of Chriſt's Goſpel, tho' they 
cannot be brought to aſſent to, or 
© comply 


0 
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comply with the true Principles and 
Precepts of it. 


The moſt important of which is, 
That, however diſagreeable theſe 
may be to their private Sentiments 
and Inclinations in ſome Reſpects; 
yet as the ſtrict Obligations they are 
under in their Political Capacities 
to preſerve the Peace, Happineſs, 
and Intereſt of the Community they 
appertain to, are equally binding ta 
all its Members; ſo the bare men- 
tion thereof is ſufficient to claim a 
general Aſſent to it. 


Ihe Natural Love that every Man 
is ſuppoſed to have for his own Na- 
tive Country, as well as the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction of being uſeful and 
ſerviceable to All on any juſt Oc- 
caſion that call for his Advice and 
Aſſiſtance; Are all ſuch forcible and 


engaging - 
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engaging Motives to this End, ag 


cannot in common Senſe and Rea- 
fon be declined or withſtood.---Nor 
can any Occaſion whatever more ne- 
ceſſary and important be poſſibly 
thought of, than that of defending 
and promoting the firm Belief and 
due Obſervance of the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation, which has through this 
whole Treatiſe been over and over 
again Proved to be in all Reſpects 
the only perfect Rule of Faith and 
Righteouſneſs, that ever was, or can 
be tranſmitted to Mankind. 
In as much as our very Lives Fad 
Fortunes, as well as our Liberties 
and Properties, which we are all ſo 
jealous of, and ſolicitous to preſerve 
(if not guarded and ſecured by the 
All-wiſe Precepts and Sanctions of 
it) would lie at the Mercy of every 
Cruel, Revengefull, or Fraudulent 


Oppreſſor, 
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Oppreſſor, that has it in his Power 
to invade, aſſault, or rob us, 
when he pleaſes. And what a 
wretched State Human Nature would 
be reduced to in ſuch a Caſe, is a 
Thought attended with too much 
Horror and Dread to be ever enter- 
tained among us; or to need any 
other Argument to diſſuade us from 
giving Way to any Thing that ap- 
pears to have the leaſt Texvency 
to 1t, 
All I have further to add by Way 
« Cloſe to the whole, is to apolo- 
gize for the Freedom I have here 
taken with them, and earneſtly to 
.exhort and entreat them once more, 
that they would ſeriouſly and im- 
partially ponder and reflect, (again 
and again) on the imminent Dan- 
ger of their preſent State That 


_ would with Candour and Pa- 
| P p 5 tience 
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tienoe duly weigh the ſeveral Ar- 


; 


guments and Admonitions I have 


here endeavoured to ſet before them 


in different Lights, for their clearer 


And that they would be at leaft 


perſuaded to believe that, as the 


main End I aimed at throughout 


was to convince them, if poſſible, 


of the manifeſt Abſurdity of the fa- 
tal Errors they have hitherto been 
involved in, and diſſuade them from 
perſiſting any longer in thems ſo I 
IT of nothing that would give 
me greater Pleaſure and Comfort in 
this Life, than my being in any 
Degree inſtrumental to their Con- 
verſion, and bringing them to a right 
Senſe of that infinite Happineſs they 
might thereby be aſſured of Enjoy- 
ing in the Life to come. 


I pray 


I pray God vouchſafe a Blefling 
on this well-meant Eſſay towards it, 
and make it ſucceſsful, as far as it 
reaches, to that Great and Deſirable 
End intended by it, The Salvation 
of their Sou in the Day of the 
Lord Jeſus 
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